Job, Week 42: Chapter 26 — Job's Reply to Bildad Y
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Outline
26:1-4 Why do you think you have anything of value to offere
26:5-10 Yes, Gd sees all and establishes all
26:11-13 And yes, all fear Gd
26:14 And this is just the smallest element of Divine might!

What's new here?

1. Ralbag, Summary of Chapter 26

DX *D 7Y R O9Y MR W 77 0K 99921 .07 HIN2 1IOTW 77 0% NYWA A N 7722 77127 %Y WD 21K 787 8N
IR ANIR IN0Y QTP 7112 AIWVA NRT 2Y Wi 120w °57 ,0°7127 79

And Job did not want to reply to Bildad beyond this extent, as we explained in the previous speech. And in general, if

he were to respond on point it would only be redundant, because he had already responded to this claim previously,

and contradicting it based on the evidence of his own senses.

2. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 167

Bildad's attempt to reintroduce the topic of Gd's power and human nothingness (25:1-6) is preempted by Job. Insulting
the quality of Bildad’s advice (26:2-4), Job continues his dialogue-ending strategy of taking the friends’ words into his
own speech (26:5-14). Indeed, the theme of divine power is quite compatible with Job's perspective.

26:1-4 Why do you think you have anything of value to say?
3. Metzudat David to 26:4
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The blowing of whose wind has emerged from you2 Meaning: From whom did you hear these words2 This is scorn.

26:5-10 Yes, Gd sees all and establishes all
4. Metzudat David to 26:5
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Gehennom is the place of the dead, with many spaces [corpses?], and these are the 7 levels of Gehennom. It is beneath
the water and its inhabitants, for there is an entrance to Gehennom in the sea. (Eruvin 19q)

5. Ralbag to 26:5
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These are seeds; he calls them ghosts because they are as the dead before they are planted, but they have a life force

when they are planted. This is a great wonder. He said this of the plants which grow in the seabed and riverbed...

6. Daat Mikra to 26:9, footnote 14
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This is the only place where 11X is used as a pi‘e/ verb; based on the parallelism and context it means “hides”... In
Akkadian, the parallel root refers to a plating.

7. Metzudat David to 26:10
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He decreed the boundary of sand along the face of the water, and He decreed that the water may not pass it until light
and dark cease, meaning forever, until the entire world is destroyed.

8. lbn Ezra to 26:10
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Until the point that is the end of the light, for all that is above is light, and what is below is the opposite.



26:11-13 And yes, all fear Gd

Q. Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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When Gd wished to create the world, He told the Sea Angel, “Open your mouth and swallow the world’s water!” It

replied, “Master of the Universe, enough that | swallow my own!” Gd kicked him and killed him, as it is written...

10. Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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When Gd created His world, He created it male and female, and even the Leviathan He created as nachash briach

and nachash akalaton, male and female. If they would mate, they would destroy the world...

The main debates

e Gd
o Does Gd reward and punish?
o Does Gd think that He rewards/punishes?
o s there any order in this world?

o Suffering
o s suffering a Divine act of punishment, part of a general plan, or something that happens without justice?
o If suffering is not just, does Gd cause people to suffer, or just allow it to happen?

e Human interaction with Gd
o Does Gd act in response to prayer?
o s it heretical to demand an audience with Gd2

e People
o Are people righteous because they believe Gd is watching and rewarding/punishing?
o Can a person understand Divine actions?
o s it better to sympathize with the sufferer, or to try to educate him?



