Job, Week 41: Chapters 25-26 — Bildad’s Third, Job's Reply 0
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Bildad's First Speech (8) Job's Reply (9-10)
Job/Job's children sinned
Gd will not admit injustice
There is Divine Justice and Punishment; the reed collapses | cannot even get a date in court!
One might suffer, but it can improve; the transplanted tree The world is run unjustly
Challenges to Gd
Bildad's Second Speech (18) Job's Reply (19)
Wicked people cause their own suffering My suffering is a sign of injustice
The wicked lose home and family and skin — as Job did This suffering is a sign of injustice
The wicked lack a future You lack a future; Gd will take my side in the end
25:1-3 Gd is All-Powerful and Sees All

1. Rashi to 25:2
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“He makes peace in His heavens” — When the constellations ascend, each one thinks, “I am ascending first,” because

it doesn’t see that which preceded it, and so it is not jealous. So | have heard. Or, “He makes peace in His heavens”,

fire and water mix, and the water does not extinguish the fire. So | have heard.

2. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 23b
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If the witness said he saw the Moon in front of the Sun, he said nothing, for Rabbi Yochanan explained, “Dominion and

intimidation are before Him, He makes peace in His heavens”: The Sun never saw the Moon’s defect... for it would

upset the Moon.

3. lbn Ezra to 25:2
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Dominion and intimidation are before Him, and from this He makes peace in His heavens, for there is no war there, for
all of them are good, and evil is only in the earth below. This requires explanation.

4. Another approach 5:24, 21:9

25:4-6 Justice is with Gd
5. 1 9:2

6. Daat Mikra to 9:2
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"Be tzaddik" — Emerge as tzaddik from his quarrel with Gd. "Emerge as tzaddik" admits two meanings: 1) Emerge
innocent in his judgment, or 2) Emerge victorious in his judgment.

7. Daat Mikra, Summary of Chapter 25
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In truth, Job accepts Bildad's principle, “Dominion and intimidation are with Him, etc.” But he does not accept Bildad’s
conclusion, as Bildad understands it, “How will Man be tzaddlik with Gd.”

Chapter 26: What's new here?

8. Ralbag, Summary of Chapter 26
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And Job did not want to reply to Bildad beyond this extent, as we explained in the previous speech. And in general, if
he were to respond on point it would only be redundant, because he had already responded to this claim previously,
and contradicting it based on the evidence of his own senses.

9. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 167

Bildad's attempt to reintroduce the topic of Gd's power and human nothingness (25:1-6) is preempted by Job. Insulting
the quality of Bildad’s advice (26:2-4), Job continues his dialogue-ending strategy of taking the friends’ words into his
own speech (26:5-14). Indeed, the theme of divine power is quite compatible with Job's perspective.

26:1-4 Why do you think you have anything of value to say?
10. Metzudat David to 26:4
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The blowing of whose wind has emerged from you2 Meaning: From whom did you hear these words2 This is scorn.

26:5-10 Yes, Gd sees all and establishes all
11. Metzudat David to 26:5
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Gehennom is the place of the dead, with many spaces [corpses?], and these are the 7 levels of Gehennom. It is beneath
the water and its inhabitants, for there is an entrance to Gehennom in the sea. (Eruvin 19aq)

12.Ralbag to 26:5
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These are seeds; he calls them ghosts because they are as the dead before they are planted, but they have a life force

when they are planted. This is a great wonder. He said this of the plants which grow in the seabed and riverbed...

13. Daat Mikra to 26:9, footnote 14
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This is the only place where 11X is used as a pi‘e/ verb; based on the parallelism and context it means “hides”... In
Akkadian, the parallel root refers to a plating.

14. Metzudat David to 26:10
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He decreed the boundary of sand along the face of the water, and He decreed that the water may not pass it until light
and dark cease, meaning forever, until the entire world is destroyed.

15.1bn Ezra to 26:10
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Until the point that is the end of the light, for all that is above is light, and what is below is the opposite.

26:11-13 And yes, all fear Gd

16.  Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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When Gd wished to create the world, He told the Sea Angel, “Open your mouth and swallow the world’s water!” It

replied, “Master of the Universe, enough that | swallow my own!” Gd kicked him and killed him, as it is written...

17.Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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When Gd created His world, He created it male and female, and even the Leviathan He created as nachash briach

and nachash akalaton, male and female. If they would mate, they would destroy the world...



