Kindness During A Time of Crisis: The Story of Ruth

Chapter Four: The Blessing of Redemption
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And Boaz went up to the gate and he sat there. And behold, the go’el about whom Boaz
has spoken is passing! And he said, “Turn aside, sit here, Ploni Almoni.” And he turned
aside and he sat. And he took ten men from the elders of the city and he said, “Sit
here.” And they sat. And he said to the go’el, “The portion of the field which belonged to
our brother, to Elimelekh, has been sold by Naomi who has returned from the fields of
Moav. And | hereby say, | will reveal to you saying, ‘Buy before those who are seated
and before the elders of my people. If you shall redeem, then redeem.” And if he will not
redeem, inform me and | will know, for there is none besides you to redeem, and | am
after you.” And he said, “l will redeem.”
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A. Who is This Ploni?
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Our Rabbis z’I have said: Elimelekh and Salmon, the father of Boaz, and Ploni Almoni
the go’el, and the father of Naomi were all the sons of Nachshon ben Aminadav
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David answered the priest Ahimelech, “The king has ordered me on a mission, and he
said to me, ‘No one must know anything about the mission on which | am sending you
and for which | have given you orders.” So | have directed [my] young men to such and
such a place.
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While the king of Aram was waging war against Israel, he took counsel with his officers
and said, “I will encamp in such and such a place.”

The Notion of Geulah
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And Boaz said, “On the day that you purchase the field from the hands of Naomi and
from Ruth the Moavite, you hereby purchase the deceased’s wife to establish the name
of the deceased upon his inheritance.” And the go’el said, “I cannot redeem [her] for
myself, lest | will destroy my inheritance! You redeem, you yourself, my redemption, for |
cannot redeem!”

What is Yibum and What is Geulah?
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Then Judah said to Onan, “Join with your brother’s wife and do your duty by her as a
brother-in-law, and provide offspring for your brother.”
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Where’s the Nameand Did the Goel Refuse?
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Peloni Almoni. His name was not written because he did not want to redeem.
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[The goel] responded “I cannot redeem [her] for myself.” He specified the word “/i.” He

wished to say that it will not be able to be for me... in my name.
The Importance of A Name
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Ruth: The Partnership of God and Man
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