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Grand Re-Opening? Who Calculates the Costs and Benefits of Extending Stay-AtHome Orders?
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
This Shavuaton is dedicated by the Laxer Family,
in loving memory of Carl Laxer, Yekutiel Chaim ben Avraham v'Tova z”I
For more from our Shavuaton, go to www.torontotorah.com/pandemic
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Who decides?
1. Rabbi Chaim Yosef David Azulai (18" century Italy), Shiyurei Berachah to Birkei Yosef, Orach Chaim 328:1
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Today, when no one may treat without license from their scholars, all who are involved in treating are called "experts".

2. Rabbi Yaakov Reischer (17t century Prague), Responsa Shevut Yaakov 3:75
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Since he will certainly die [without treatment], we leave the certainty and take the possibility; he might be healed. But
the doctor should not simply proceed with this; he must be very patient, checking with local expert doctors and deciding
based on a majority of views, meaning a recognizable majority — double - for there is concern regarding frivolous
people. Therefore, he should follow the majority of medical opinions, and the agreement of the leading local authority.

3. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein (215t century Israel), Shiurei Torah I'Rofim V 303
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It appears that since the community pays the taxes, and they fund the hospital, we should weigh what the community
prefers... Similarly, my father-in-law Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv said regarding the basket of medicines... that since
the community pays for the basket of medicines, one should consider that which interests the community more...

On what principles?
4. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook (20t century Israel), Mishpat Kohen 144:16
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For everyone knows that the blood of the community is redder than the blood of an individual...

5. Rabbi Shlomo Wosner (215! century Israel), Shevet halevi 10:167:1
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In any case, it is obvious that if [two patients arrive simultaneously and] the situation of someone who is not of higher
priority is worse and he is in great danger, we must treat him first, and this is obvious...

6. Rabbi Hershel Schachter (215t century USA), (m9:72m nioo1 av) nws: nvxma a»oTp
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7. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein (215 century Israel), Shiurei Torah I'Rofim V 165
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And sometimes the life of one premature baby is equal to the lives of many people. For example: A child is born after

years of treatment for infertility, the mother already dealt with disappointments and crises, and now she has reached an

advanced age and this baby is the parents’ last hope. If, Gd forbid, this premature baby would be lost, it would also

endanger the parents. ..

8. Rabbi Naftali Bar llan (215t century Israel), 771077 2"'w HRw2 739721 wwn #67
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Any decision related to priority or precedence for a specific population must weigh well the possible ramifications for

quarrels and strife, the good of the government, equality, the community will, and desecration of Gd’s Name.
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