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SUKKOT, ERETZ YISRAEL AND REDEMPTION:

FROM THE GREAT REVOLT THROUGH MODERN
ZIONISM
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2)Bar Kochba Coin: https://www.ngccoin.com/news/article/2494/The-Coinage-of-Bar-
Kokhba/

This coin, a particularly fine example of a sela, is undated, and thus attributed to the third year
(A.D. 134/5) of the revolt. It features on the obverse the facade of the Temple of Jerusalem
(the Ark of the Covenant can be seen, inside) and on the reverse, the lulav and etrog, along
with an inscription. The lulav, a bound bundle of twigs and foliage, and the etrog (a citrus
fruit), were both ceremonial items.

The reverse legend of this sela, inscribed in Paleo-Hebrew, translates to “For the Freedom of
Jerusalem.” It is extremely interesting because it follows the Roman practice of using
inscriptions as propaganda. This was just one of several inscriptions that Bar Kokhba
employed on his coinage to rally support for the revolt. The dated issues (years one and two)
have inscriptions to the effect of “Year one of the redemption of Israel” and “Year two of the
freedom of Israel,” and so on.

3)Rivka Ben-Sasson, “Botanics and Iconography: Images of the Lulav and Etrog,” Ars
Judaica: The Bar llan Journal of Jewish Art 8 (2012): 8

over the Torah ark in Dura-Europos. This juxtaposition of
the Four Species with the facade of the Temple, together
with the inscription “o*5w nvanb” (For the freedom of
Jerusalem), transforms them into a representation of the
Temple and the Land of Israel, as well as a symbol of the
redemption of the People of Israel.* This image developed
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6)Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed 3:43,
https://www.sefaria.org.il/Guide for the Perplexed%2C Part 3.43.6?lang=bi&with=all&lang?2
=en

I believe that the four species are a symbolical expression of our rejoicing that the Israelites
changed the wilderness, "no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates, or of
water to drink™ (Num. 20:5), with a country full of fruit-trees and rivers. In order to remember
this we take the fruit which is the most pleasant of the fruit of the land, branches which smell
best, most beautiful leaves, and also the best of herbs, i.e., the willows of the brook. These four
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kinds have also those three purposes: First, they were plentiful in those days in Palestine, so
that every one could easily get them. Secondly, they have a good appearance, they are green;
some of them, viz., the citron and the myrtle, are also excellent as regards their smell, the
branches of the palm-tree and the willow having neither good nor bad smell. Thirdly, they
keep fresh and green for seven days, which is not the case with peaches, pomegranates,
asparagus, nuts, and the like
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