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D, Jacob J, Schacter

Haskalah, Secular Studies

and the Close of the
Yeshiva in Volozhin in 1892

In May, 1988, Mesorah Publications, Lid. printed a book as part of its
ArtScroll History Series, edited by Rabbis Nosson Scherman and Meir
Zlotowitz, entitled My Uncle the Netziv. This volume is an English
rendition by Moshe Dombey of parts of Mekor Barukh by Rabbi Barukh
Halevi Epstein, well known as the author of the Torah Temimalh com-
mentary on the Torah, which contains a great deal of information about
the renowned nineteenth-cenrury rabbinic scholar and rosh yeshiva,
Rabbi Naftali Zevi Yehudah Berlin (Neziv).

This new English version of R. Epstein’s work was published with an
approbarion by Rabbi Nachman Bulman of Kiryat Nachliel in lsrael who
Wrote:

An Enpglish rendition of Rav Boruch Epstein’s Mekor Boruch is long
overdue, , . .

The experience of Torah life derives first and foremost from Torah
learning. But the impact of Torah learning is immeasurably richer when the
lives of living Sifrei Torah, of Torah Sages, become educative models for
ous people. Further, such lives are vital links in the chain of Jewish
historical knowledpe.

Mekor Boruch is a matchless compendium of biography, memoirs and
lote. It was authored by a celebrated son of the greatest yeshiva in modern
time—Volozhin. . . . In ir, the quality ol life and the love of Torah and 1sracl
of Lithuanian Jewry come alive. A glowing portrayal of Volozhin and its
last cen¢ral figure, the venerable Netziv, is a major part of the work.

76
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