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3. Rabbi Akiva Tatz, M.D., Dangerous Disease and Dangerous Therapy in Jewish
Medical Ethics
In the hierarchy of Torah values, the saving of life is a priority. It supersedes

virtually all other obligations and mandates virtually unlimited effort...

(i) even where the risk to life is small or unclear — virtually any risk to life mandates
extreme effort to avert that risk;

(ii) even where there is no guarantee that the life at risk will be saved — even a small
chance of success mandates extreme effort to save that life;

and even when (i) and (ii) co-exist; that is, where the risk to life is small or indefinite
and where success is unlikely in the event that the risk turns out to be real;

(iii) even where the life to be saved is of “low quality”;

(iv) even where the life to be saved is expected to be of short duration;

and even when (iii) and (iv) co-exist; that is where a life of very poor quality can be
extended only for a very short period.
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Whenever a person can save another person's life, but he fails to
do so, he transgresses a negative commandment, as Leviticus
19:16 states: "Do not stand idly by while your brother's blood is at stake."

Similarly, this commandment applies when a person sees a colleague
drowning at sea or being attacked by robbers or a wild animal, and he
can save him himself or can hire others to save him. Similarly, it applies
when he hears gentiles or mosrim conspiring to harm a colleague or
planning a snare for him, and he does not inform him and notify him of
the danger.

And it applies when a person knows of a gentile or a man of force who
has a complaint against a colleague, and he can appease the aggressor
on behalf of his colleague, but he fails to do so. And similarly, in all
analogous instances, a person who fails to act transgresses the
commandment: "Do not stand idly by while your brother's blood is at
stake."
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