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COVID-19 and Tisha b’Av:  
A World of Confusion 

Can We Question G-D?   
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 ה:ט ברכות1)
 בכל אלהיך' ה את ואהבת )ו דברים(' שנא הטובה על מברך שהוא כשם הרעה על ךלבר אדם חייב[*] 

 את נוטל הוא אפילו נפשך ובכל רע וביצר טוב ביצר יצריך בשני לבבך בכל מאדך ובכל נפשך ובכל לבבך
 במאד לו מודה הוי לך מודד שהוא ומדה מדה  בכל מאדך בכל אחר דבר ממונך בכל מאדך ובכל נפשך
  מאד

 
 
 שז דברים פריס2)

 לו אמרו ספרו עם לישרף גזירה עליו נגזרה תרדיון בן חנינה רבי את כשתפסו פעלו תמים הצור אחר דבר
 בעלך על נגזרה לאשתו אמרו, פעלו תמים הצור הזה המקרא קרא ספרך עם לישרף גזירה עליך נגזרה
 אביך על גזירה נגזרה ולבת אמרו, עול ואין אמונה אל הזה המקרא קראה ליהרג ועליך לישרף גזרה
 ורב העצה גדול +יט לב ירמיה+ הזה המקרא קראה מלאכה לעשות ועליך ליהרג אמך ועל לישרף
 של פסוקים שלשה הזמינו צרתם שבשעת אלו צדיקים גדולים כמה רבי אמר פקוחות עיניך אשר העליליה
  הדין צידוק

 

 
 
 ד:לב דברים3)
  .הוּא וְיָשָׁר צַדִּיק  }ס{  ,עָוֶל וְאֵין אֱמוּנָה אֵל  }ר{  :מִשְׁפָּט דְּרָכָיו-כָל כִּי  }ס{  ,פָּעֳלוֹ תָּמִים הַצּוּר  ד

4 The Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice; a God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, just and right is He. 
 

 General Bracha of אמת דין ברוך   



Rabbi	Leibtag	 פ״תש 	 3	

 
 
 
 

d”Klaynamous Kalman Shapira hy’R4)  
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5) Kinnos  
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Schacter “The Lord is Righteous in All His Ways”Rabbi Dr. Jacob J.  e Rav,hT6) 
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True Mourning  
 נט קמא בבא 6)

 שנא מאי: ל"וא גלותא ריש דבי אשכחוהו, דנהרדעא בשוקא וקאי אוכמי סאנימ סיים הוה זעירא אליעזר
 סבור? אירושלים לאיתאבולי חשיבת את: ליה אמרו. אירושלים מאבילנא דקא: להו אמר? מסאני הני

 בעו אתון או: להו אמר? ידעינן מנא: ליה אמרו, אנא רבה גברא: להו אמר. וחבשוה אתיוה, הוה יוהרא
 . את בעי: ליה אמרו, מילתא מינייכו איבעי אנא או, מילתא מינאי

 
  יט בראשית7)
 :הָאָרֶץ גּוֹיֵי כֹּל וְנִבְרְכוּ־בוֹ וְעָצוּם גָּדוֹל לְגוֹי יִהְיֶה הָיוֹ וְאַבְרָהָם )יח)
 לְמַעַן וּמִשְׁפָּט צְדָקָה לַעֲשׂוֹת קֹוָקיְ דֶּרֶךְ וְשָׁמְרוּ אַחֲרָיו וְאֶת־בֵּיתוֹ אֶת־בָּנָיו יְצַוֶּה אֲשֶׁר לְמַעַן יְדַעְתִּיו כִּי )יט) 

 :עָלָיו אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּר אֵת עַל־אַבְרָהָם יְקֹוָק הָבִיא
 

 :עִם־רָשָׁע צַדִּיק תִּסְפֶּה הַאַף וַיֹּאמַר אַבְרָהָם וַיִּגַּשׁ )כג
 אֲשֶׁר הַצַּדִּיקִם חֲמִשּׁׁים לְמַעַן לַמָּקוֹם אוְלֹא־תִשּׂׂ תִּסְפֶּה הַאַף הָעִיר בְּתוֹךְ צַדִּיקִם חֲמִשּׁׁים יֵשׁ אוּלַי )כד) 

 :בְּקִרְבָּהּ
 

8)Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,“Man is not alone”- in Wrestling with God 
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Eliezer Berkowitz, Faith after the Holocaust  9) Professor 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	



Rabbi	Leibtag	 פ״תש 	 11	

	
10))https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3372829/jewish/I-Shall-Teach-You-to-Sing.htm 
In	light	of	this	extraordinary	epistle,	those	who	are	familiar	with	Wiesel’s	writings	can	see	how	that	long	night	in	
the	Rebbe’s	quarters	in	Brooklyn	was	indeed,	as	Wiesel	says,	“a	turning	point	in	my	writing.”	Wiesel	not	only	went	
on	to	write	many	books	on	biblical,	midrashic,	talmudic	and	chassidic	themes.	In	retrospect,	he	came	to	appreciate	
his	entire	corpus	as	an	expression,	howbeit	gnarled	and	broken,	of	emunah.	As	he	states	in	his	Memoirs:	

I	have	never	renounced	my	faith	in	G-d.	I	have	risen	against	His	justice,	protested	His	silence	and	
sometimes	His	absence,	but	my	anger	rises	up	within	faith	and	not	outside	it.	I	admit	that	this	is	hardly	an	
original	position.	It	is	part	of	Jewish	tradition.	[	.	.	.	]	Abraham	and	Moses,	Jeremiah	and	Rebbe	Levi-
Yitzhak	of	Berdichev	teach	us	that	it	is	permissible	for	man	to	accuse	G-d,	provided	it	be	done	in	the	name	
of	faith	in	G-d.	If	that	hurts,	so	be	it.	Sometimes	we	must	accept	the	pain	of	faith	so	as	not	to	lose	it.7	

By	the	end	of	the	long	soul-searching	session	with	the	Rebbe,	Wiesel	came	to	confess,	or	rather	to	discover,	why	
he	really	came	to	see	the	Rebbe.	“.	.	.	You	asked	me	what	I	expect	of	you,	and	I	said	I	expect	nothing.	I	was	
mistaken.	Make	me	able	to	cry.”	
In	the	original	Yiddish	version	of	the	book	that	came	to	be	called	Night,	Wiesel	recalls	how	the	death	of	his	father	
in	Buchenwald	had	traumatized	his	capacity	for	tears.	The	light	of	his	world	was	extinguished,	he	writes.	“But	I	did	
not	cry,	and	this	is	what	causes	me	the	most	grief:	this	inability	to	cry.	The	heart	had	petrified,	the	fountainhead	of	
tears	had	dried	up.”8	When	Wiesel	pleads	with	the	Rebbe,	“Make	me	able	to	cry!”	we	understand	that	this	is	not	
some	incidental	request	blurted	out	during	that	yechidus,	or	some	flourish	added	to	a	fictional	novel	for	dramatic	
effect.	The	request	is	nothing	less	that	Wiesel’s	secret	reason	for	coming	to	the	Rebbe.	He	did	not	come	expecting	
the	Rebbe	to	change	the	past.	And	if	he	came	in	order	to	challenge	the	Rebbe	and	to	hear	him	fail	to	defend	G-d,	
he	was	disappointed	in	this,	as	we	have	seen.	Wiesel	came	to	the	Rebbe	for	the	same	reason	that	anyone	ever	
went	to	Rebbe:	he	went	to	discover	his	true	request.	And	so	the	face-to-face	with	the	Rebbe,	the	being-seen	by	the	
Rebbe,	allowed	him	to	see	his	true	self,	and	to	articulate	his	deep-felt	need	to	become	transparent	to	himself.	
“Make	me	able	to	cry!”	

And	the	Rebbe’s	response?	Did	the	Rebbe	put	his	arms	around	the	broken	man	and	allow	him	to	experience	his	
long-awaited	catharsis?	Did	he	come	forth	with	his	famous	paternal	love,	and	allow	Wiesel	to	weep	on	his	shoulder	
and	mourn	for	the	father	lost	in	Buchenwald?	
Again	the	Rebbe	responded	in	an	unexpected	manner.	Yes,	he	did	encourage	Wiesel	to	find	the	needed	catharsis	
for	his	grief.	But	not	in	weeping.	Because	weeping	is	not	an	adequate	form	of	catharsis	for	the	colossal	suffering	of	
Auschwitz	and	Buchenwald.	The	Rebbe	shook	his	head.		“That’s	not	enough.	I	shall	teach	you	to	sing.”		“Grown	
people	don’t	cry;	beggars	don’t	cry.”	The	Rebbe	added,	“Crying	is	for	children.	Are	you	still	a	child,	and	is	your	life	a	
child’s	dream?	No,	crying	is	no	use.	You	must	sing.”9	

11))Anne	Frank,	April	11th	1944	
Who has made us Jews different from all other people? Who has allowed us to suffer so terribly 
up until now? It is God who has made us as we are, but it will be God, too, Who will raise us up 
again. Who knows, it might even be our religion from which the world and all peoples learn good, 
and for that reason and only that reason do we suffer. We can never become just Netherlanders, 
or just English or representatives of any country for that matter. We will always remain Jews.	


