Rabbi €phraim Kleinberg

Snapshots: The Battle For The Soul
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Placing our trust in the Rock of Israel' we affix
our signatures to this Proclamation at this
session of the Provisional Covncil of State on the
soil of the Homeland, in the city of Tel Aviv, on
this Sabbath eve, the 5th day of lyar, 5708 [14
May, 1948].
~ Israel’s Declaration of Independence

...When across from it step out

Towards it slowly pacing In plain sight of all
A young girl and a boy

Dressed in battle gear, dirty

Shoes heavy with grime

On the path they will climb up

While their lips remain sealed

To change garb, to wipe brow

They have not yet found time

Still bone weary from days And from nights
in the field

Full of endless fatigue

And all drained of emotion

Yet the dew of their youth

Is still seen on their head

Thus like statues they stand

Stiff and still with no motion And no sign
that will show If they live or are dead
Thena nation in tears

And amazed at this matter Will ash: who are
you? And the two will then say

With soft voice: We--

Are the silver platter On which the Jews'
state Was presented today

Then they fall back in darkness

As the dazed nation looks And the rest can
be found In the history books.

~ “The Silver Platter” by Natan
Alterman. Published Dec. 19, 1947
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1. While the Jewish spirit yearns
2. Deep in her people’s heart and soul,
3. While to the East she longing turns
4. And looks to Eretz Zion, her goal,

5. Then our hope, that has withstood
6. Two millennia, yet shall stand,
7.Tolivein freedom and
brotherhood,

8. In Zion and Jerusalem, our land.
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A cover with a "Do’ar Ivri” stamp and a
cachet of the Declaration of the State of
Israel, "Independence Day, May 15, 1948."”
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Sing to me, tell me, dear bird

from far-off wondrous places,
there in that warm and beautiful land,
do evil events and calamities happen too?
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Do you bring greetings from my fellows in Zion,
from my brothers near and far?
0 happy ones! Surely they must know
that | suffer, oh, how | suffer in pain.
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Do they know how great are my enemies here,

how many rise up against me?
Sing to me, my bird, of the wonders of that land
where springtime ever dwells.
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Naftali Herz Imber
“Hatikvah” writtenin 1878
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T e : Against Declaration of State of Israel®

As God has returned us to our abode like the springs of the Negev, and R. Eliezer
endowed us with the melodies of reaping after the plantings of tears, with Waldenberg
(1915-2006, Israel)

the first flowerings of redemption, the inauguration of our State on parts of : yycnor Medina vol. 1, p. 8
our holy land, with an independent government of our own, that to our own
wonder even the nations of the world would point to us and say: ‘God has
bestowed greatness with these”. New horizons in Halakha have been opened
up before us, and have placed before us a task that is both challenging and

2| am thankful to my colleague R. Josh Rosenfeld for these images from a class he gave on Religious Zionism
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wide-ranging, to deal with and to delve into areas of Halakha the likes of
which, until now, have not been areas of study for almost 2000 years,
regarded as “Laws of the Messiah". And suddenly, like dreamers, we see with
our own eyes one of the wonders of the God of Wonders how, in the blink of
an eye, they have turned into actual priorities of the highest order, that we
mustn't push off for a moment...

t. Dsalm 19 for the State of Israel (Speech made 5 lvar, 1967), R. T.Y Kook

19 years ago, on that same famous night, when we received the positive decision of the world powers
regarding the establishment of the State of Israel; as everyone went out to the streets to publicly
celebrate the feelings of joy, | could not go out and participate with them. | sat alone and silent as my
energy was sapped. In those same first hours, | could not agree with that which was occurring, with
that powerful news; because yes, it is true - the word of Hashem is unfolding before us with the
prophecies of Trei Asar - "and my land they shall divide" Where is our Hebron!? Are we forgetting it!?
Where is our TransJordan!? Where is each and every wrinkle of land, each and every part of the ‘four
cubits' of the Land of Hashem!? Is it really in our hands to relinquish/give up on a millimeter of it?
Heaven utterly forfend this!

R. Tzvi Yehuda Kook
(1891-1982)
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2. Responsa Yabia Omer (R. Ovadiah Yoset, 1920-2013, Israel), O"C 6:41
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3. By Eaith Alone, The Story of R. Yehuda Amital (€. Reichner), p. 69
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- . Rav Kook’s view, as inle.rpreted by mo

dents (Rav Kook di

redemption. : _ "

ed before the founding of the state), is that the state
is the “beginning of redemption,” a significant phase in the messianic
process. Rav Soloveitchik, in contrast, described the establishment of the
state as a great opportunity, one that was squandered in many respects,
During the early years of Yeshivat Har Etzion, Rav Amital often spoke
about the establishment of the State of Israel in terms of the messianic

4. HaTek-uf'a HaGedola, (R.

- e

st of his stu-

Rav Amital viewed himself as a student of R, Ya'akov Moshe Harlap, who
was a disciple of Rav Kook. Rav Soloveitchik's teachings never spoke
tohim and he never related to them in his shiurim and discourses. Rav
Lichtenste‘m, as a disciple of Rav Soloveitchik, was skeptical of charac-
'_fming the state as the “beginning of redemption.” Addressing the mes-
Sianic atmosphere that prevailed after the Six Day War, he frequently told
Students - in 2 somewhat cynical tone - that he had not seen Mashiah
foaming the streets of Jerusalem. " N ;

Menachem Kasher), p- 271
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5. R.Yitzchak Herzog's (1888-1959) Letter to David Ben-Gurion (Oct. 1958)

The founding of the State s an incredible fulfillment of
what our prophets taught, but millions of our brothers and
sisters did not make it to this day- in their death, they
commanded us to live and rebuild their destroyed lives
physically and spiritually.

Hitler knew our strength was in our spirit, in our Torah and
tradition; he destroyed these before our bodies. By the end
of the war, we were decimated physically and spiritually

There is an obligation for the nation residing in Zion under
the new independence to grant the Yeshiva students who
have been tasked to safeguard the spirit of the nation to be
exempt from the mandatory draft all the while they are
studying Torah. For they too are part of the draft as they
serve to protect the Torah and our heritage, and it is
because of them that we have arrived here.

The Torah that is studied acts as a shield

before the hands of Eisav and Yishmael- | am

asking for a continuation of this exemption
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6. David Ben-Gurion's Response to R. Herzog (Nov. 10, 1958)
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Regarding the Yeshiva students, it is not that simple. When |
gave the exemption 10 years ago, there were many fewer
Yeshiva students, and | should mention with joy that the Yeshiva
students took part in the protection of Jerusalem in their youth.
The situation has changed, the number of Yeshiva students has
grown into the thousands. In other countries, the non-Jews do
not need Jewish defenders, but here, we are all Jews, and our
defense is dependent on us; this is first and foremost a moral
question that the son of one mother should be killed defending
our homeland and the son of another mother can sit and learn in
security, while most of the youth are giving their lives.

We cannot forget that we are no longer living the life of galuf,
dependent on others. We stand on our own, and the burden of
security is on us alone. This is a great zechut that we have
merited after hundreds of years and this zechut falls on (in my
opinion) every youth of Israel.

I cannot find in the Torah, Prophets, or Writings that Yeshiva
students should be exempt from protecting their country, and
let’s remember that the conditions in our days have changed:
there has never been a time that we have been surrounded by
enemies on all sides waiting to destroy us

I do not agree that ‘because of the Yeshiva students we have
arrived here’. They did not build the land nor did they give their
lives for it. In Israel, Torah is incomplete if it doesn’t combine
Torah and the protection of the land. Without the Nation of
Israel, there will be no Torah, it is pikuach nefesh.
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7. The Law of Return (Chok HaShvut), passed on July 5, 1950

1. Every Jew has the right to come to this country as an oleh®. 2. (a) Aliyah shall be by

oleh’s visa. (b) An oleh’s visa shall be granted to every Jew who has expressed his desire to

settle in Israel, unless the Minister of Immigration is satisfied that the applicant: (1) is

engaged in an activity directed against the Jewish people; or (2) is likely to endanger
public health or the security of the State.

ok unkinI..
imp BIn!

8. R. Herzog's Letter to the Jewish Agency (March 4, 1954)

3 Amendment in 1970: the rights of an oleh under any other enactment, are also vested in a child and a grandchild of a Jew, the spouse of a Jew, the
spouse of a child of a Jew and the spouse of a grandchild of a Jew, except for a person who has been a Jew and has voluntarily changed his religion.
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9. R.Ovadiah Yosef's Letter about Ethiopian Jews (Eebruary 1973)
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10.0rot HaTorah (R. AY Kook, 1865-1935, Isracl), Ch. 13
NN 72 R AP, 00 12192 7IRY PIN RN YW wnta Maw Xiw an 93 .3
TNIRT2 M°LIDT WRIR PPRA NPOW PIRY pIn NN oY% 1amb Hxwe paw
WDl N2 1 YaK 2w »m avw a2 ombynm a2121?  ammmm anmimin®
IR AW MPDD 792, 5557 A TN NIRIT RO DRI PIR AN 19 RD ABID
,IN0YA oeYNe Y ya hvne on ,nYa2 1293 2°01o0D DI B YIDT A1

The Torah of the Diaspora concerns itself with developing the spiritual potential of the individval. The Torah of Eretz
Visrael on the other hand, relates to the nation as a whole. This Torah deals with physical and spiritual needs of a
nation who, as an organic whole, sanctifies God's holy Name in the world. The Torah of Eretz Yisrael occupies itself
with a long list of national institutions belonging to this special people, including kings and prophets, the Temple and
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Sanhedrin, Levites and kohanim, Sabbatical and Jubilee years. All of the ideals and philosophies that are dispersed and
diluted in the Diaspora, become relevant and united in the Land of Israel. In Eretz Yisrael the life of the individual
derives its existential meaning from the nation's crowning desting and is uplifted through the nation's spiritual
elevation.

tt. Mesilot Bilvavam (R. Nachum Rabinovich, 1srael), pgs. 287-288
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12. Kazeh Ra’ah V'Kidesh (R. Meir Moskowitz), p. 115
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