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Rabbi Shmuel Edels (Maharsha) 

1555-1631 

The Maharsha was born in Cracow, Poland.  He married a 

woman from Posen, whose mother, Edel, supported him and 

his whole yeshiva for 20 years. In appreciation, he took her 

name. After her death, he served as the rabbi for many Polish 

cities, including Chelm, Lublin, and Ostroh. He wrote 

Chiddushei Halachot on the Gemara, Rashi, and Tosafot 

(mainly on Tosafot) and Chiddushei Aggadot on the aggadic 

sections of the Gemara. Both are printed at the back of most 

standard editions of the Gemara. 

Rabbi Yaakov Yehoshua Falk 

1680-1756 

Rabbi Falk was born in Cracow. He served as the rabbi of 

Tarlow, Lemberg, and Berlin. He ruled against one of the 

leaders of the community and was forced to resign. He then 

served as the rabbi of Metz and then Franfort-on-the-Main. He 

was then forced to leave his position to the Rav Emden-Rav 

Eibeschitz controversy. He lived a few years in Worms and 

later returned to Frankfurt. He is well-known for his chiddushim 

on the Gemara called Penei Yehoshua. 

Rabbi Nathaniel Weil 

1687-1769 

Rabbi Weil was born in Germany. At the age of ten he moved 

to Prague and was adopted by his uncle. He attended the shiur 

of Rabbi Abraham Broda, head of the Prague yeshiva, who 

arranged a shidduch with his own niece in 1708. When Rabbi 

Broda went to Metz to be the rabbi, he took Rabbi Weil with 

him, but Rabbi Weil returned to study in Prague in 1717.  He 

remained there until 1744 when the Jews were expelled from 

Bohemia.  He then became the rabbi of an area of Germany 

called the Black Forest, serving there for 5 years. He then 

moved to become the rabbi of Karlsruhe. He wrote a perush on 

the Rosh (Moed and Nashim) called the Korban Netanel. 

Rabbi Mordechai Yaakov Breish 

1895-1976 

Rabbi Breish was born in Poland and served as the rabbi of 

many communities in Poland and Germany. After fleeing the 

Nazis in 1934, he served as the rav in Zurich until his death. 

His teshuvot are published under the name Chelkat Yaakov. 

His teshuvot cover many modern technological questions such 

as medical questions, use of Shabbat clocks, hagomel for air 

travel, use of a fridge on Shabbat, cosmetic surgery, and more. 

He also dealt with many post-Holocaust issues, such as buying 

Jewish-owned seforim from the Czech government. 

Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzinski 

1863-1940 

Rabbi Chaim Ozer was born in Iwye, Belarues. He learned in 

Lithuania including in Volozhin. He became the rav of Vilna at 

the age of 22 and in 1887 was appointed a dayan of the 

famous Vilna Beit Din.  He was one of the founders of Agudas 

Yisroel. He died just before the Nazi takeover of Vilna, 

symbolizing the end of Lithuanian Jewry. His teshuvot are 

published as Shut Achiezer. 

 

Rabbi Yaakov Ettlinger 

1798-1871 

Rabbi Ettlinger was born in Germany, and is one of the earliest 

German rabbis who attended university. He became local rabbi 

in Ladenburg and later was chief rabbi of Altona.  He was one 

of the strongest opponents of the early Reform movement. His 

yeshiva trained many great future Torah leaders including Rav 

Hirsch and Rav Hildesheimer. He also served as a local civil 

judge.  He published chiddushim on the Gemara entitled Arukh 

Laner, and his teshuvot are published under the name Binyan 

Tzion. 

Rabbi Ephraim Greenblatt 

1932-2014 

Rabbi Greenblatt was born in Yerushalayim studied in Kletzk 

(Rechovot) under Rav Shach. He moved to America at the age 

of 19 to became a rabbi and support his poverty-stricken family 

in Eretz Yisrael. He became a close student of Rav Moshe 

Feinstein. He received smicha from Rav Feinstein and from 

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer. In 1952 Rav Moshe sent Rav 

Greenblatt to Memphis, Tennessee, and he served as the 

rabbi there for 58 years.  He had invested his money with 

Bernie Madoff, and when his scheme was revealed Rav 

Greenblatt returned to Eretz Yisrael. He has ten every large 

volumes of teshuvot published, entitled Rivevot Ephraim, as 

well as a perush on Chumash and countless articles and 

teshuvot published in other publications. 

Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg  

1915-2006 

Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg, known for teshuvot 

published under the name “Tzitz Eliezer,” was the Av Beit Din 

in Yerushalayim.  In his Teshuvot he deals with many modern 

questions, especially when it comes to science and medicine 

in halakha.  He served as the rabbi of Shaare Tzedek Hospital 

in Yerushalayim.  He also wrote a 3-volume sefer on the laws 

of the Medina. 

Rabbi Chaim David Halevi 

1924-1998 

Rabbi Chaim David Halevi was born in Jerusalem and served 

as the rabbi of various cities in Israel including Tel Aviv. He is 

the father-in-law of Yeshivat Har Etzion Rosh Kollel, Rav 

Shlomo Levi. He published teshuvot entitled Asei Lekha Rav, a 

commentary on Kitzur Shulchan Arukh, and more. 

Rabbi Moshe Stern 

1914-1997 

Born in Slovakia, Rabbi Stern was known as the Debrecener 

Rav (after the city he served, Debrecen, Hungary, as a posek 

and dayan). He married a great granddaughter of the Chatam 

Sofer. In the 1950s he moved to New York and established a 

congregation for Hungarian immigrants.  He published 

teshuvot Be’er Moshe as well as a well-known work on 

halakhic questions involving electricity. 

 

  


