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Are We Meant to Be in Shul Forever? What About on Yamim Nora’im?
Rabbi Judah Kerbel ~ Queens Jewish Center ~ 3 Elul 5779

I. Direct References to Yamim Nora’im

1. Kitzlur Shulchan Arukl? 12?:5d ] . N N2 [n'0 YNV IN7Y IR .1
It is also customary in these lands, from the P 1 Y 119 T
second day of Rosh Chodesh Elul until “in WNT’I 20 )’J frx nia*TRA l. Al T
Shemini Atzeret, to say, each morning and AW 1722 DRI NNY 1'0Y TY K
evening at the end of prayer, the psalm “Of AW IR TITY Aintan Ny ,N79R0n NKY
David. The Lord is my light and my help.” And WYYl .Y UKD MR DTN 19 7Y NN
this is based on the midrash: “my light” - Rosh
Hashannah; “my help - Yom Kippur;” “He will
shelter me in His pavilion” hints at Sukkot.
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2. Vayikra Rabbah Parashat Acharei Mot 21:4 XD NYID NN NN DY DAY X'l .2
The Rabbis interpreted these verses with DI'l MWD WX NP N9 0[]
reference to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. .0M19DN

“Hashem is my Light...” on Rosh Hashanah;
“and my help” on Yom Kippur...

“to devour my flesh - for the princes of the
idolatrous nations of the world come and
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denounce Israel before the Holy One, blessed D70 NNIX Y 17'%,0'07N0 7Y 1772
be He. They say before Him, “Master of the I'N2 D7IYD NINIR YWY 197 Y2 DR 7OK7
Universe! These nations are idol-worshipers MINI XIN N2 WITZN 197 78 DX 'A0mi
and these Jews are idol-worshipers; these I7'R1 DOT DT 'TAY 17'R 0717w 12120 1197
nations engage in illicit relations and these a0 17'R1 DMWY AN 17K ,NT DT Ty
Jews engage in illicit relation§; these nations 9N ,0MT 9IW 7K1 D'AT D91 19K NINY
spill blood and these Jews spill blood. Why do T IR 2RI DAY T IR N

these nations descend into Gehinom wh}’le ANNN TINY [0 KYIN TR ™7 20KI Y/ Y
these Jews do not descend to Gehinom? AI0W M1 DM AWnnT DWW IkG W99
“My tormentors and my foes against me; it is o | ' ) .

they who stumble and fall” - for in the solar NiN* DY ,NV2KRI D'YYINIRD UIY [0Un

year there are 365 days, while the word Satan ~ D"I9'2 DIAI VP 'I¥n /JVWN/ JVON MWN

has the numerical value of 364. On all of the A0017 'I¥n oY 'R
days of the year, Satan denounces Israel, NIN N2 WITPN 197 28 NNR
whereas on Yom Kippur he does not denounce /MMIX 7w/ NMIN7Y "IN 7Y NINN DX
Israel. n71vn
“If an army would besiege me” - an army of Y N NRY
Samael -
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my heart would not fear. X' INTA INNVANY NN ,NVIA "IX NINT

[If war would arise against me, in this (nxr2) do

I trust] - You have promised me “With this R
(nxr2) shall Aaron come into the Sanctuary.”

3. Etz Yosef Commentary on Midrash Rabbah oryy.3
“My light’ - on Rosh Hashanah” - when God 12'09WUN IKY K'¥INY - NIUN URIA IX
releases the verdict, as he converts the D'N7 |'TN NTA 19INY [N77 1R

attribute of judgment into mercy for Yisrael. L



“My help’ - on Yom Kippur” - when God X'D NN 7NMy - 019N DI 'YY
atones us of our sins and this is salvation for Yol NVIYN
the soul.
4. Maharzu Commentary on Midrash Rabbah I”T0nn win'o .4
“My light’ - on Rosh Hashanah” - as it is WTi' DYD MUK MDY IND - MWD UK NIR
written “Happy is the people whq know the DI NIK NN LEYDY 999 VIR PI7Y YT
joyful shout; O LORD, they walk in the light S T Aunn
of Your presence” - meaning that light comes )
on the day of teruah.

I1. All I want is to be with You
5. Da’at Mikra, Psalms 27:4 71,72 070N 190 7 XKgn nyT .5
To dwell in the house of the Lord all the days NIV NX WPAK - "N M7 "N N mav
of my life - T will request to dwell, meaning: I m' % 'n N2 NAVYY NOTNY wpan X R )alrs)

request that I will merit to sit in the house of
God all of the days of my life. There are many
ways to interpret this verse, and the psalmist
intended them all in his prayer: that he will
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merit to come to the Beit Ha-Mikdash to N'1] NOYINN N'AYT KR Unn N
serve God (this means that *naw does not XY YN 1M 7D MAWT 0T WTnN
literally mean sitting, rather “remaining” in 7K YIXR ORI DU D, 0w TNt
the Temple); that he will merit to live 75 'N2a noin NI 2TV N N NN ')
permanently in the Land of Israel, especially 12 AT R ang me

in Jerusalem, as all of Jerusalem and even the
Land of Israel is called “the house of the
Lord;” and that he will merit to maintain trust
in God all of his life, to be close to him and
cling to Him.
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6. Psalms 27:4 7. Psalms 23:6

One thing I ask of the LORD, only that do I seek: to ~ Only goodness and steadfast love shall pursue me all
dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD, to of the LORD for many long years.

frequent His temple.

8. Da’at Mikra, Psalms 23:6 1,22 0'70N 190 72V Xpn nyT .8
“I shall dwell” — that I will dwell in rest and TN NI IY7n v NN Y AIKE— Nl
tranquility, from the expression ‘by stillness and NT T 701,19 T TONI IV :"I9TY! TA10 NN IT 1YY
quiet.” And this language parallels ‘shall pursue me:’ W70 "NawI' ANK WD ...ONK WIND .NI7WA Y DR
Goodness and love shall pursue me, and through this DNYY7 I'7R 2171 N N2 A7 NOTR NI wnn N
I will dwell in tranquility... Or: ‘and I shall dwell” is NYY NX NNTY 7wnin '9%7 "n N1’ K -'n N .nnng
literal dwelling: That I shall merit to frequent the Lrnomr 2" 9 apn — o X7 NN N

House of God and return to it soon. In the House of
Gd - he considers himself like a guest in Gd’s home.
For many long years — like all the days of my life.



9. Likueti Torah, R’ Chayim Vital — I heard from an
individual that David HaMelech asked three gifts
from God that form the acronym “achat” — Eretz
Yisrael, World to Come, and Torah.

10. Rashi Tehillim 27:5
He will shelter me in His pavilion - I am certain that

He will shelter me in his Temple, and we learn in
Seder Olam that this verse refers to Yoash ben
Achazya, whose sister Yehosheva hid him in the attic
of the holy of holies...

11. Chronicles IT 24:20-22

Then the spirit of God enveloped Zechariah son of
Jehoiada the priest; he stood above the people and
said to them, “Thus God said: Why do you transgress
the commandments of the LORD when you cannot
succeed? Since you have forsaken the LORD, He has
forsaken you.” They conspired against him and
pelted him with stones in the court of the House of
the LORD, by order of the king. King Joash
disregarded the loyalty that his father Jehoiada had
shown to him, and killed his son. As he was dying, he
said, “May the LORD see and requite it.”

12. Talmud Gittin 57b

With regard to the Babylonian exile following the
destruction of the First Temple, Rabbi Hiyya bar Avin
says that Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha says: An old
man from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem
related to me: In this valley that lies before you,
Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, killed 2,110,000
people. And in Jerusalem itself he killed 940,000
people on one stone, until the blood flowed and
touched the blood of Zechariah to fulfill what is
stated: “And blood touches blood.”

13. Rav Meir Goldwicht, Beit Yitzchak 47, p. 187
Therefore, King David is telling us that the Beit
Midrash, Beit Kenesset, Beit Ha-Mikdash all carry
great opportunity for growth and greatness; likewise,
they carry great liability. If we don’t know how to use
our power properly, we could lose it all.

Therefore, Chazal chose Psalms 27... because these
days are days of teshuva, of coming closer to God.
Through this psalm, we pray and ask that all that we
gain during this period from Elul until Simchat
Torah will accompany us the whole year, that we take
the opportunity of this period, not the danger.
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