Understanding the Timlin for Shivas Tzion

This shiur is kindly sponsored by Esther and Baruch Weinstein in honor of Esther’s father’s yahrtzeit (11
Kislev) - Chaim Zeev ben Yoel 7y, and also in honor of the birth of their new grandson a»n 73°n.

Indications from Tanach itself

Daniel’s Prayer

Darius the Mede Year 1
1. Daniel 9:1-2
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In the first year of Darius son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was made king over
the kingdom of the Chaldeans—
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in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, consulted the books concerning the number of years
that, according to the word of the LORD that had come to Jeremiah the prophet, were to be
the term of Jerusalem’s desolation—seventy years.
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The Promise to Daniel

Darius the Mede Year 1
2. Daniel 9:24
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“Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city until the measure of
transgression is filled and that of sin complete, until iniquity is expiated, and eternal
righteousness ushered in; and prophetic vision ratified, and the Holy of Holies anointed.

Declaration of Return

Cyrus Year 1
3. Ezra 1:1-9

TR WX QRET 113 Riah o TR DRYn FOX T Y2 10 YOG niRben Y2 01 Top W X 1

“Thus said King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth and has charged me with building Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah

The 15t Wave of Aliya

Cyrus Year 1
4. Ezra 1:8
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These King Cyrus of Persia released through the office of Mithredath the treasurer, who
gave an inventory of them to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.

The 2" Wave of Aliya

Cyrus Year 1/2
5. Ezra 2:6
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The sum of the entire community was 42,360

The Leaders of the new settlement
6. Ezra 3:2
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Then Jeshua son of Jozadak and his brother priests, and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his
brothers set to and built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings upon it as is
written in the Teaching of Moses, the man of God.

Laying the Foundation of the Mikdash

Cyrus Year 2
7. Ezra 3:8-13
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In the second year after their arrival at the House of God, at Jerusalem, in the second
month, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak, and the rest of their brother
priests and Levites, and all who had come from the captivity to Jerusalem, as their first step
appointed Levites from the age of twenty and upward to supervise the work of the House of
the LORD.

Dissent from the Neighbors

Cyrus Year 2
8. Ezra 4:1-6
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Thereupon the people of the land undermined the resolve of the people of Judah, and made
them afraid to build.

They bribed ministers in order to thwart their plans all the years of King Cyrus of Persia
and until the reign of King Darius of Persia.
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And in the reign of Ahasuerus, at the start of his reign, they drew up an accusation against
the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.
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And in the time of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of their colleagues
wrote to King Artaxerxes of Persia, a letter written in Aramaic and translated. Aramaic:
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Stopping the Building
9. Ezra 4:7-24
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At that time, work on the House of God in Jerusalem stopped and remained in abeyance
until the second year of the reign of King Darius of Persia.

Call to Return

Darius Year 2
10. Chaggai 1:4
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Is it a time for you to dwell in your paneled houses, while this House is lying in ruins?

11. Zechariah 1:16
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Assuredly, thus said the LORD: I graciously return to Jerusalem. My House shall be built in
her—declares the LORD of Hosts—the measuring line is being applied to Jerusalem.

Rebuilding starts and a letter is sent
12. Ezra 5:2-3
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Thereupon Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak began rebuilding the
House of God in Jerusalem, with the full support of the prophets of God.
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At once Tattenai, governor of the province of Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their
colleagues descended upon them and said this to them, “Who issued orders to you to
rebuild this house and complete its furnishing?”

Response of Darius
13. Ezra 6:6
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“Now you, Tattenai, governor of the province of Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai and
colleagues, the officials of the province of Beyond the River, stay away from that place.
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Allow the work of this House of God to go on; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of
the Jews rebuild this House of God on its site.

Completion of Mikdash

Darius the Persian Year 6
14. Ezra 6:15
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The house was finished on the third of the month of Adar in the sixth year of the reign of
King Darius.

Ezra’s Ascent

Artachshasta Year 7
15. Ezra 7:1-28
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On the first day of the first month the journey up from Babylon was started, and on the first day of
the fifth month he arrived in Jerusalem, thanks to the benevolent care of his God for him.

Nechemiah is alerted

Artachshasta Year 20
16. Nehemiah 1: 1- 11
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The narrative of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: In the month of Kislev of the twentieth year, when I
was in the fortress of Shushan,
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Leadership of Artachshasta
17. Nehemiah 5:14
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Furthermore, from the day I was commissioned to be governor in the land of Judah—from
the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes until his thirty-second year, twelve years in all—
neither I nor my brothers ever ate of the governor’s food allowance.

Timeline in Chazal
18. Rashi, Daniel 9:24
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19. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zarah %a:
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The Persian Empire, which ruled the world before the construction of the Temple, continued to do so
for 34 years in the presence of the Temple, i.e., after the Temple was built; the Greek Empire ruled for
180 years in the presence of the Temple; the Hasmonean dynasty ruled for 103 years in the presence
of the Temple; and the Herodian dynasty likewise ruled for 103 years. From this point forward, you
can go and calculate the date on which an event occurred by how many years it happened after the
destruction of the Temple.

20. Seder Olam Rabba, perek 29
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21. Seder Olam Rabba, perek 30
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Nevuchadnezzar: 45 years
e st year: 4th year of Yehoyakim
e 2nd year: Conquers Yehoyakim and humbles him
e 6th year: Yehoyakim rebels
o 8th year: Yehoyakim dies, Yeyoyachin replaces him for 3 months then is exiled.
o 19th year: Destroys Mikdash. 11th and last year of Tzidkiyahu

Evil Meradoch: 23 years

Belshazzar: 2 years
e 2ndyear: End of 70 years from rise of Nevuchadnezzar.

Darius the Mede: 3 months

Cyrus : 3 years
e st year: Edict of return

Ahashveirosh: 14 years.

e 4th year: Ester was removed from her hiding.

e %th year: Haman accumulates enough money to launch an attack on Mordechai.
Darius:

e 2nd year: Rebuilding continued. (70 years from destruction of Mikdash)

o 6th year: Building of Mikdash is completed.

o 7th year: Ezra is sent to Israel.

o 20th year: Nechemiah is sent to Israel.

Babylonian Empire prior to 18 years 440-422 BCE
destruction

Babylonian Empire post 52 years 422-370 BCE
destruction

Persian Empire prior to 2 18 years 370-352 BCE
Mikdash

Persian Empire post 2"¢ Mikdash 34 years 352-318 BCE
Israel under Greek Empire 180 years 318-138 BCE
Israel under Hasmoneans 103 years 138-35 BCE
Israel under Romans 103 years 35 BCE-68 CE
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Academic Historical Timeline:

22. "Achaemenian Dynasty,” Encyclopedia Britannica
Achaemenian Dynasty, also called Achaemenid, Persian Hakhamanishiya, (559-330 BcE),
ancient Iranian dynasty whose kings founded and ruled the Achaemenian
Empire. Achaemenes (Persian Hakhamanish), the Achaemenians” eponymous ancestor, is
presumed to have lived early in the 7th century scg, but little is known of his life. From his
son Teispes two lines of kings descended. The kings of the older line were Cyrus I, Cambyses
I, Cyrus Il (the Great), and Cambyses II. After the death of Cambyses II (522 BcE) the junior line
came to the throne with Darius I. The dynasty became extinct with the death of Darius III,
following his defeat (330 sce) by Alexander the Great.

Bablyonian Kings
« Nevuchadnezzar II: 43 years
e Amel-Marduk: 2 years
o Neriglissar 4 years
o Labashi-Marduk: Less than 1 year
« Nabonidus: 17 year

This adds up to 70, as Chazal point out, just they conflate Evil Maradoch and
Belshazzar with the other kings.

Persian Kings
e Cyrus the Great: 9 years
o Edict of return
« Cambyses II: 8 years
o Letter from the enemies stopping the Mikdash being built
« Bardiya: less than 1 year.
« Nevuchadnezzar III: less than 1 year, rebellion quelled.
e Darius I: 36 years.
o Allows the rebuilding under Zerubavel (at least 17 year break, like
Chazal said)
o Samaritans send letter to Darius
o Darius dismisses it and strengthens builders
e XerxesI: 21 years
o Aliya of Ezra
o Aliya of Nechemiah
o Artaxerxes I: 41 years
o Seen as Achashveirosh of Purim acc. To Josephus

Babylonian Empire | 70 years 605-539 BCE
Persian Empire | 206-230 years 559-329 BCE
Greek Empire | 190 years 336-146 BCE
Hasmonean independence | 103 years 140-37 BCE
Roman Empire | 107 years 37 BCE-70CE
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Resolutions

1: Denial of Academic Account
23. Emunos VeDeos 8:9
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. /505D HOWYIP MTRY TOD '3 pnd B3 EHeEy £5 D . WY MMy 959 Sy 3o | 13
oM ©h 0wh 1 L 5 aEbn BB DI dd MOSd > kM w3 wmd o mbd 1b
SO MR TPYPE . wWH 156 PN MBS 1D 9y 1hd3 wdp wh Fp pey | 3 P,
ombIs OWMND 17136 Diphy An> . ‘D 535 Ih» Sy omisp v Hon rp3 oEnLd S
3 o> 5 53b . TomEd OMP VIO . BODLIDI ©'3) PMIED OLPILY omb WHD D
AL PO 00D SD L Nip S5 BT MBI DUEDd D ab | ‘1D Ducs 1un DEPID D
DN EIHD3 I W L OWEH TI0 P NDEB O OPIY . OWE TIP3 WY B 1D
o oth MbPnd oy w3 opdpdp OB Mp S Y 65 v L b ™ORN . VDY 3
2300 WY PR WHILD B 155 | ODME WM ONIDD YE3 WED 1D . MBS powd

2: Reconsidering the Rabbinic Account
25. Malbim, Ezra 6:14
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26. Daniel 11:2
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And now I will tell you the truth: Persia will have three more kings, and the fourth will be
wealthier than them all; by the power he obtains through his wealth, he will stir everyone up
against the kingdom of Greece.

27. Rashi, ad loc.
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28. Josephus, XI.2.1-2
When the foundations of the temple were laying, and when the Jews were very zealous about
building it, the neighboring nations, and especially the Cutheans, whom Shalmanezer, king of
Assyria, had brought out of Persia and Media, and had planted in Samaria, when he carried the
people of Israel captives, besought the governors, and those that had the care of such affairs,
that they would interrupt the Jews, both in the rebuilding of their city, and in the building of their
temple. Now as these men were corrupted by them with money, they sold the Cutheans their
interest for rendering this building a slow and a careless work, for Cyrus, who was busy about
other wars, knew nothing of all this; and it so happened, that when he had led his army against
the Massagetae, he ended his life. 4 But when Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, had taken the
kingdom, the governors in Syria, and Phoenicia, and in the countries of Ammon, and Moab, and
Samaria, wrote an epistle to Cambyses; whose contents were as follow:

Accordingly, these works were hindered from going on till the second year of the reign of Darius,
for nine years more; for Cambyses reigned six years, and within that time overthrew Egypt, and
when he was come back, he died at Damascus.

3: Reinterpreting the Rabbinic Account

29. "Hora'at Ha-historya Ve-emunat Chachamim,” Dr. Moredchai Breuer, Shmatin 36'
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4: Understanding the Point of the Rabbinic Account
30. Comparative Jewish Chronology, Rav Shimon Schwab

! http://www.daat.co.il/daat/kitveyet/shmaatin/horaat-2.htm
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We propose the following explanation:

.In Sanhedrin 9%b we find a stern condemnation of ail those
“who conjecture the messiantc date from the last chapter of Daniel.
These mysteries are to remain Y NY Ty Q*¥0m o0, ie, “closed
and sealed until the time of the End.” [Surprisingly there were
many of our great commentators who made such [ruitless attempts ]
Had it not been for the fact that important parts of those prophecies
have been left out or were purposcly obscured, the clues for the
messianic date found in Danie! might have yielded the desired
results. This was rendered impossible by hiding certain data and
certain chronological material. Although we do not presume that
anyone living today would be &apable to caculate anything con-
cerping Mwmi nyva—even after he had been furnished all the
missing facts—we still would not assume the right to unvei] a
mystery which was so careflully hidden by our forbears, uniess
the mystery had become unveiled all by itself. Not by our doing,
but by the archeclogical discoveries made during the last century
and a hali. The earth has indeed opened its mouth and yielded
countless bits of material in the form of decoded and readable clay
tablets, inscriptions on rocks and temple-tuins, etc, perlaining to
the Persian era. Tkis host of historic information has become
common knowledge, unchallenged and universally accepted, There
is nothing left for us to uncover PR* Py DY Ad—which was
hidden by the “Ancicnt of Days.” We might, however, attempt to
investigate how to take advantage of the already available archaeo-
logical evidence which could serve as a guide for the perplexed, in
order to avoid an intellectual dilemma.

Whether we have found the key to unlock the mystery remains
o be seen. In every case the working-thesis suggested here deserves
to be presented to the scrutipizing evaluation of serious scholars,
unless it became disqualified by the clear verdict of an authentic
Towh authenity. Its positive acceptance would mean that our
present yenr 5722 is literally TOm 2R Pash—onr own way of

connting, but not the real date: The “real’” date would be actually
5722 plus 165 years, that is 5887 after the Creation. We would

be much closer to the end of the 6th Millennium than we had
surmised. B3

1 am writing all this with awe and trepidation. On the
other hand, if the “hidden years” never were, then mankind
still has 250 years before the coming of the “end.”

h) It is because of all these gnawing doubts that I have
decided to put a big question mark after the words “Jewish
Chronology.” Let somebody with greater knowledge come and
pick up the threads where1left off. OQur traditional, universally
accepted Jewish way of counting the years B7QOR NNII? is sa-
cred territory which anly fools do not fear to tread upon.

This may be a disappointment to some, but on the othet
hand I muster the courage to belong to those who rather wish
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to be honest to themselves than to be “right.” I would rather
leave a good question open than risk giving a wrong answer.
AndIfollow the teachings of Rav Shimon (Pesachim 52h)wha
aaid, “Meran 7 e e poerm Y ow e oen—
Just as [ was awarded for the research, so shall I be awarded
for the retraction.”

The historie material which [ have assembled may still be
somehow useful, even for those who will doubt whether there
can ever be a Jewish chronology which would satisfy the non-
believer in the wisdom of our Sages. So1fall back into the ranks
of all 'Nrer o 73w, And to me “OYpnrNT>” means what it
meanl tvur futhers, It is as simple as that. And while we may
keep on gearching for the answers, we pray that Hashem may
enlighten our eyes,

TRPPATFRRTNPTZRP 220 PR 7.

31. AY2K Solution to a Chronology Problem, Hakirah 2006>

We suggest that the Chachamim were concerned about the
acceptance of the Mishnah. To ensure its unequivocal adoption, they
wanted the completion of the Mishnah to occur approximately 2000
years after the start of the Torah period. In this way they were
promulgating that the 2000 year mterval sandwiched between
Avraham at age 52* and the completion of the Mishnah represented
the era of Torah, and that the Mishnah punctuated the end of this
creative Torah period* It also meant that the amoraim who were to

follow would not be included in the creative period of Torah. If this
meant chronologically shortchanging the time of the second Temple,
so be it. The author of the chronology, as we mentioned above was
Rebbe Yosi bar Chalafta, Rebbe’s teacher. The idea for the Mishnah
did not start with Rebbe, but rather came to complete fruition with
him.

2 http://www.hakirah.org/Vol%203%20Epstein.pdf.
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