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SECTION ONE: Birth of Shimshon

Judges Chapter 13 ©Y09Y
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Rabbi Ya’akov Trump

1 And the children of Israel again did that
which was evil in the sight of the LORD; and
the LORD delivered them into the hand of
the Philistines forty years. {P}

2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of
the family of the Danites, whose name was
Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bore
not.

3 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto
the woman, and said unto her: 'Behold now,
thou art barren, and hast not borne; but
thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.

4 Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and
drink no wine nor strong drink, and eat not
any unclean thing.

5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a
son; and no razor shall come upon his head;
for the child shall be a Nazirite unto God
from the womb; and he shall begin to save
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.'

6 Then the woman came and told her
husband, saying: 'A man of God came unto
me, and his countenance was like the
countenance of the angel of God, very
terrible; and I asked him not whence he
was, neither told he me his name;

7 but he said unto me: Behold, thou shalt
conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no
wine nor strong drink, and eat not any
unclean thing; for the child shall be a
Nazirite unto God from the womb to the
day of his death.' {P}

8 Then Manoah entreated the LORD, and
said: 'Oh, LORD, I pray Thee, let the man of
God whom Thou didst send come again
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto
the child that shall be born.'

9 And God hearkened to the voice of

Manoah; and the angel of God came again
unto the woman as she sat in the field; but
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Manoah her husband was not with her.

10 And the woman made haste, and ran, and
told her husband, and said unto him:
'Behold, the man hath appeared unto me,
that came unto me that day.’

11 And Manoah arose, and went after his
wife, and came to the man, and said unto
him: 'Art thou the man that spokest unto
the woman?' And he said: 'Tam.'

12 And Manoah said: 'Now when thy word
cometh to pass, what shall be the rule for
the child, and what shall be done with him?'

13 And the angel of the LORD said unto
Manoah: 'Of all that I said unto the woman
let her beware.

14 She may not eat of any thing that cometh
of the grapevine, neither let her drink wine
or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing;
all that I commanded her let her observe.'

{s}

15 And Manoah said unto the angel of the
LORD: T pray thee, let us detain thee, that
we may make ready a kid for thee.'

16 And the angel of the LORD said unto
Manoah: 'Though thou detain me, I will not
eat of thy bread; and if thou wilt make ready
a burnt-offering, thou must offer it unto the
LORD.' For Manoah knew not that he was
the angel of the LORD.

17 And Manoah said unto the angel of the
LORD: 'What is thy name, that when thy

words come to pass we may do thee
honour?'

18 And the angel of the LORD said unto
him: "Wherefore askest thou after my name,
seeing it is hidden?' {P}

19 So Manoah took the kid with the meal-
offering, and offered it upon the rock unto
the LORD; and [the angel] did wondrously,
and Manoah and his wife looked on.
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20 For it came to pass, when the flame went
up toward heaven from off the altar, that
the angel of the LORD ascended in the
flame of the altar; and Manoah and his wife
looked on; and they fell on their faces to th
e ground.

21 But the angel of the LORD did no more
appear to Manoah or to his wife. Then
Manoah knew that he was the angel of the
LORD.

22 And Manoah said unto his wife: "We shall
surely die, because we have seen God.'

23 But his wife said unto him: 'If the LORD
were pleased to kill us, He would not have
received a burnt-offering and a meal-
offering at our hand, neither would He have
shown us all these things, nor would at this
time have told such things as these.'

24 And the woman bore a son, and called
his name Samson; and the child grew, and
the LORD blessed him.

25 And the spirit of the LORD began to
move him in Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah
and Eshtaol. {P}

SECTION TWO: Marriage and Repercussions

Judges Chapter 14 009V
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1 And Samson went down to Timnah, and
saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters
of the Philistines.

2 And he came up, and told his father and
his mother, and said: 'T have seen a
woman in Timnah of the daughters of the
Philistines; now therefore get her for me
to wife.'

3 Then his father and his mother said
unto him: 'Is there never a woman among
the daughters of thy brethren, or among
all my people, that thou goest to take a
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wife of the uncircumcised Philistines?'
And Samson said unto his father: 'Get her
for me; for she pleaseth me well.'

4 But his father and his mother knew not
that it was of the LORD; for he sought an
occasion against the Philistines. Now at
that time the Philistines had rule over
Israel.

5 Then went Samson down, and his father
and his mother, to Timnah, and came to
the vineyards of Timnah; and, behold, a
young lion roared against him.

6 And the spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him, and he rent him as
one would have rent a kid, and he had
nothing in his hand; but he told not his
father or his mother what he had done.

7 And he went down, and talked with the
woman; and she pleased Samson well.

8 And after a while he returned to take
her, and he turned aside to see the carcass
of the lion; and, behold, there was a
swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and
honey.

9 And he scraped it out into his hands,
and went on, eating as he went, and he
came to his father and mother, and gave
unto them, and they did eat; but he told
them not that he had scraped the honey
out of the body of the lion.

10 And his father went down unto the
woman; and Samson made there a feast;
for so used the young men to do.

11 And it came to pass, when they saw
him, that they brought thirty companions
to be with him.

12 And Samson said unto them: 'Let me
now put forth a riddle unto you; if ye can
declare it me within the seven days of the
feast, and find it out, then I will give you
thirty linen garments and thirty changes
of raiment;

13 but if ye cannot declare it me, then
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shall ye give me thirty linen garments and
thirty changes of raiment." And they said
unto him: 'Put forth thy riddle, that we
may hear it.’

14 And he said unto them: Out of the
eater came forth food, and out of the
strong

came forth sweetness. And they could not
in three days declare the riddle.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day,
that they said unto Samson's wife: 'Entice
thy husband, that he may declare unto us
the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
father's house with fire; have ye called us
hither to impoverish us?'

16 And Samson's wife wept before him,
and said: 'Thou dost but hate me, and
lovest me not; thou hast put forth a riddle
unto the children of my people, and wilt
thou not tell it me?' And he said unto her:
'Behold, I have not told it my father nor
my mother, and shall I tell thee?'

17 And she wept before him the seven
days, while their feast lasted; and it came
to pass on the seventh day, that he told
her, because she pressed him sore; and
she told the riddle to the children of her
people.

18 And the men of the city said unto him
on the seventh day before the sun went
down: What is sweeter than honey? and
what is stronger than a lion? And he said
unto them: If ye had not plowed with my
heifer, ye had not found out my riddle.

19 And the spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him, and he went down to
Ashkelon, and smote thirty men of them,
and took their spoil, and gave the changes
of raiment unto them that declared the
riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he
went up to his father's house.

20 But Samson's wife was given to his
companion, whom he had had for his
friend. {P}
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1 But it came to pass after a while, in the
time of wheat harvest, that Samson
visited his wife with a kid; and he said: 'I
will go in to my wife into the chamber.’
But her father would not suffer him to go
in.

2 And her father said: 'I verily thought
that thou hadst utterly hated her;
therefore I gave her to thy companion; is
not her younger sister fairer than she?
take her, I pray thee, instead of her.'

3 And Samson said unto them: 'This time
shall I be quits with the Philistines, when
I do them a mischief.'

4 And Samson went and caught three
hundred foxes, and took torches, and
turned tail to tail, and put a torch in the
midst between every two tails.

5 And when he had set the torches on fire,
he let them go into the standing corn of
the Philistines, and burnt up both the
shocks and the standing corn, and also
the oliveyards.

6 Then the Philistines said: "Who hath
done this?' And they said: 'Samson, the
son-in-law of the Timnite, because he
hath taken his wife, and given her to his
companion.' And the Philistines came up,
and burnt her and her father with fire.

7 And Samson said unto them: 'If ye do
after this manner, surely I will be avenged
of you, and after that I will cease.’

8 And he smote them hip and thigh with
a great slaughter; and he went down and
dwelt in the cleft of the rock of Etam. {P}

9 Then the Philistines went up, and
pitched in Judah, and spread themselves
against Lehi.
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10 And the men of Judah said: "Why are ye
come up against us?' And they said: 'To
bind Samson are we come up, to do to
him as he hath done to us.’

1 Then three thousand men of Judah
went down to the cleft of the rock of
Etam, and said to Samson: 'Knowest thou
not that the Philistines are rulers over us?
what then is this that thou hast done unto
us?' And he said unto them: 'As they did
unto me, so have I done unto them.'

12 And they said unto him: "We are come
down to bind thee, that we may deliver
thee into the hand of the Philistines." And
Samson said unto them: 'Swear unto me,
that ye will not fall upon me yourselves.'

13 And they spoke unto him, saying: 'No;
but we will bind thee fast, and deliver
thee into their hand; but surely we will
not kill thee.' And they bound him with
two new ropes, and brought him up from
the rock.

14 When he came unto Lehi, the
Philistines shouted as they met him; and
the spirit of the LORD came mightily
upon him, and the ropes that were upon
his arms became as flax that was burnt
with fire, and his bands dropped from off
his hands.

15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass,
and put forth his hand, and took it, and
smote a thousand men therewith.

16 And Samson said: With the jawbone of
an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the
jawbone of an ass have I smitten a
thousand men.

17 And it came to pass, when he had made
an end of speaking, that he cast away the
jawbone out of his hand; and that place
was called Ramath-lehi.

18 And he was sore athirst, and called on
the LORD, and said: 'Thou hast given this
great deliverance by the hand of Thy
servant; and now shall I die for thirst, and
fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?'
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19 But God cleaved the hollow

lace that is in Lehi, and there came water
thereout; and when he had drunk, his
spirit came back, and he revived;
wherefore the name thereof was called
En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto this
day.

20 And he judged Israel in the days of the
Philistines twenty years. {P}

SECTION FOUR: Beginning of the Downfall
Judges Chapter 16 ©YV9Y
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1 And Samson went to Gaza, and saw there
a harlot, and went in unto her.

2 [And it was told] the Gazites, saying:
'Samson is come hither.' And they
compassed him in, and lay in wait for him
all night in the gate of the city, and were
quiet all the night, saying: 'Let be till
morning light, then we will kill him.'

3 And Samson lay till midnight, and arose
at midnight, and laid hold of the doors of
the gate of the city, and the two posts, and
plucked them up, bar and all, and put
them upon his shoulders, and carried them
up to the top of the mountain that is
before Hebron. {P}

4 And it came to pass afterward, that he
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek,
whose name was Delilah.

5 And the lords of the Philistines came up
unto her, and said unto her: 'Entice him,
and see wherein his great strength lieth,
and by what means we may prevail against
him, that we may bind him to afflict him;
and we will give thee every one of us
eleven hundred pieces of silver.'

6 And Delilah said to Samson: "Tell me, I
pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth,
and wherewith thou mightest be bound to
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afflict thee.'

7 And Samson said unto her: 'If they
bind me with seven fresh bowstrings that
were never dried, then shall I become
weak, and be as any other man.'

8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought
up to her seven fresh bowstrings which had
not been dried, and she bound him with
them.

9 Now she had liers-in-wait abiding in the
inner chamber. And she said unto him:
"The Philistines are upon thee, Samson.'
And he broke the bowstrings as a string of
tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So
his strength was not known.

10 And Delilah said unto Samson: 'Behold,
thou hast mocked me, and told me lies;
now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou
mightest be bound.’

11 And he said unto her: 'If they only bind
me with new ropes wherewith no work
hath been done, then shall I become weak,
and be as any other man.’

12 So Delilah took new ropes, and bound
him therewith, and said unto him: "The
Philistines are upon thee, Samson.' And
the liers-in-wait were abiding in the inner
chamber. And he broke them from off his
arms like a thread.

13 And Delilah said unto Samson: 'Hitherto
thou hast mocked me, and told me lies; tell
me wherewith thou mightest be bound.'
And he said unto her: 'If thou weavest the
seven locks of my head with the web.'

14 And she fastened it with the pin, and
said unto him: 'The Philistines are upon
thee, Samson.' And he awoke out of his
sleep, and plucked away the pin of the
beam, and the web.

15 And she said unto him: 'How canst thou
say: I love thee, when thy heart is not with
me? thou hast mocked me these three
times, and hast not told me wherein thy
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Rabbi Ya’akov Trump

great strength lieth.’

16 And it came to pass, when she pressed
him daily with her words, and urged h
im, that his soul was vexed unto death.

17 And he told her all his heart, and said
unto her: 'There hath not come a razor
upon my head; for I have been a Nazirite
unto God from my mother's womb; if [ be
shaven, then my strength will go from me,
and I shall become weak, and be like any
other man.'

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told
her all his heart, she sent and called for the
lords of the Philistines, saying: 'Come up
this once, for he hath told me all his heart.'
Then the lords of the Philistines came up
unto her, and brought the money in their
hand.

19 And she made him sleep upon her
knees; and she called for a man, and had
the seven locks of his head shaven off; and
she began to afflict him, and his strength
went from him.

20 And she said: 'The Philistines are upon
thee, Samson.' And he awoke out of his
sleep, and said: 'Twill go out as at other
times, and shake myself.' But he knew not
that the LORD was departed from him.

21 And the Philistines laid hold on him,
and put out his eyes; and they brought him
down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters
of brass; and he did grind in the prison-
house.

22 Howbeit the hair of his head began to
grow again after he was shaven. {P}
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SECTION FIVE: The Powerful End
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23 And the lords of the Philistines gathered
them together to offer a great sacrifice
unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for
they said: 'Our god hath delivered Samson
our enemy into our hand.'

24 And when the people saw him, they
praised their god; for they said: 'Our god
hath delivered into our hand our enemy,
and the destroyer of our country, who hath
slain many of us.'

25 And it came to pass, when their hearts
were merry, that they said: 'Call for
Samson, that he may make us sport." And
they called for Samson out of the prison-
house; and he made sport before them; and
they set him between the pillars.

26 And Samson said unto the lad that held
him by the hand: 'Suffer me that I may feel
the pillars whereupon the house resteth,
that I may lean upon them.'

27 Now the house was full of men and
women; and all the lords of the Philistines
were there; and there were upon the roof
about three thousand men and women,
that beheld while Samson made sport.

28 And Samson called unto the LORD, and
said: 'O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray
Thee, and strengthen me, I pray Thee, only
this once, O God, that [ may be this once
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.'

29 And Samson took fast hold of the two
middle pillars upon which the house
rested, and leaned upon them, the one
with his right hand, and the other with his
left.

30 And Samson said: 'Let me die with the
Philistines." And he bent with all his might;
and the house fell upon the lords, and
upon all the people that were therein. So
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There’s No “Price Tag”

»3» by norsMordechai Tzion a- 12:10

07

nel

[Be-Ahavah U-Be-Emunah - Vayetze 5772 - translated by R. Blumberg]

Question: When the Arabs attack us, are we allowed to retaliate, an eye for an eye? After all, attacking them and
their property is the only thing that deters them. And likewise, when the army or the police evacuate settlements or
hilltop communities, perhaps we should react against the Arabs. Let them know that just as they’ve got crazies, so
do we have crazies who can’t be controlled: insane, irrational people. This will deter them by creating a balance of
terror, an efficient approach. In his time, the Prophet Samson operated this way, and it worked.

Answer: That’s a very bad approach indeed. You don’t build up the Land of Israel through bad character and sins.
Quite the contrary, because of our sins we were exiled from our land. An important rule in Jewish law is this: one
doe not do a mitzvah by doing a sin.

Our argument with the Arabs is over whose land this is. This is our Land and not theirs! Yet that does not permit us
to kill them, hit them, rob them or even insult them. Quite the contrary. By doing such things we hurt our national
struggle, moving it into the petty realm of spats with neighbors. And certainly one shouldn’t hurt an Arab for
something he didn’t even do.

In his day, when the first settlement groups were setting out for the Shomron, Rabbenu Ha-Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook
said one is allowed to settle only on State lands, and he explained:
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“We have no quarrel with Ahmed or Mustafa. We have no personal argument with this or that Arab. It’s a national
struggle.”

The very question is a sign of weakness and confusion. It shows that there are people who haven’t understood what
we have been doing here for more than a hundred years. The issue is not settlements by a particular Jew, but by the
Jewish people. And the one who decides on this is the Jewish people, and not an individual Jew and not an
individual student.

Within the very question is the hidden assumption that the Israeli government is hostile to the land, like the British
in their day. It’s true that under British rule partisans operated, and then as well there was a terrible argument over
whether each group was entitled to make decisions, or if this was a role for the entire nation. Yet at that time there
was no country. Now, thank G-d, there is, and all agree that it is our country which must decide these things.

In Shimshon’s day as well, we didn’t have a country, and the Philistines ruled in Israel, so Shimshon operated alone.
Part of his reason for doing so was to make sure that the entire Jewish people would not be held accountable for his
deeds. Besides, everything he did, he did with divine intuition, in accordance with divine holiness.

Indeed, from “Price Tag” against Arabs, some people have moved on to “Price Tag” against the Army and Police, as
though they are the enemy, as though they must be treated as informers and traitors, etc.

The Army virtuously does not report all of that - all of the stones thrown at it, all of the intentional harassment, all
of the insults. When all is said and done, the Army loves the whole Jewish people, and sacrifices itself for all of the
Jewish people. What a great army! In the book Pele Yo’etz (s.v. “Hatzala”), the following is quoted from our Sages:
“Even the least worthy Jews are as full of mitzvot as a pomegranate is full of seeds” (Berachot 27a). How can this be?
The Talmud is talking about “those who possess the mitzvah of saving Jewish lives. Through this, they surpass in
merit the greatest sages of Israel.” And if this is said of those who save individuals, all the more so regarding the
Army which saves the entire Jewish people, the entire Land of Israel, ensuring the full sanctification of God’s name
and the full glorification of the Jewish people. They don’t report it, but it hurts them and makes them sad that the
very people that they are protecting harm them and endanger them. Surely it is obvious to all that if the army didn’t
do its work, if it failed to function even slightly, those very people wouldn’t be able to survive.

Our only consolation is that perpetrators of “Price Tag” are the fewest of the few, the fringe of the fringe, and, truth
be told, sometimes they’re accused of doing things they haven’t done... Moreover, not one Torah scholar has ruled
that one should act this way, either against the Arabs or against the Army and Police. There are only a very few
isolated Rabbis who have alluded to their support, or have told their students, “It’s forbidden,” while winking in
collaboration.

G-d have mercy on those fringes who shoot themselves in the foot and distance themselves from the community by
taking a path that is neither beneficial nor moral.

Therefore, once and for all, changes in policy have to go through decisions of the entire nation, and not through the
partisan acts of individuals. Don’t try to force your truths on everybody. The one making the decisions is the Jewish
people, and it isn’t afraid of anything, not of the enemy and not of anything. Not even of you.

Thank G-d we’re moving forward. We're becoming stronger. We're becoming united.

We're becoming exalted. And Hashem is walking before us.
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