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RAV YH HENKIN — RESPONSA ON CONTEMPORARY JEWISH WOMEN’S ISSUES

How can a woman recite asher bara, since in Rambam’s
view ten men are needed, and she is not counted among the
ten? I think the one is independent of the other. A woman
gives thanks after childbirth, and the Sages mstituted birkat
hagomel for such purposes and required that ten men be pre-
sent, yet everyone agrees that she recites the blessing even
though she is not counted in the ten. [If not for kevod rzibur
she could also read from the Torah, even though a minyan of
men is reguired and women are not counted.] So, too,
women have the mitzvah of rejoicing the bride and groom as
men do, and the Sages instituted Firkat chatanim for that
purpose and required that ten men be present and not ten
womer, but a woman can still recite the blessing.
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