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The Date of Shavuot?
1. Vayikra 23:15-17
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You shall count for yourselves from the day after Shabbat, from the day when you bring the omer of the
waving: seven Shabbatot; they shall be complete. Until the day after the seventh Shabbat you shall count, fifty
days; and you shall offer a new meal offering [of two loaves] to G-d. From your dwelling places you shall bring
bread that shall be waved, two [loaves] made of two tenths [of an ephah]; they shall be of fine flour, [and]

they shall be baked leavened, the first offering to Hashem.

2. Devarim 16:9-11
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You shall count seven weeks for yourselves; from when the sickle is first put to the standing crop, shall you
begin counting seven weeks. Then you shall observe the Festival of Weeks [Shavuot] for Hashem your G-d; the
voluntary offerings that you give should be commensurate with how much Hashem your G-d will have blessed
you. You shall rejoice before Hashem your G-d.

The Sages vs. the Heretics
3. Talmud, Menachot 65a (Koren translation)
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The Boethusians would say [that the festival of] Shavuot [always occurs] after Shabbat [on a Sunday].

4. Talmud, Menachot 65a (Koren translation)
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Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai joined [the discussion with the Boethusians] and said to them: Fools! From where
have you derived this? And there was no man who answered him, except for one elderly man who was
prattling [mefatpet] at him, and he said: Moses, our teacher, was a lover of the Jewish people and he knew
that Shavuot is only one day. Therefore, he arose and established it after Shabbat, in order that the Jewish
people would enjoy themselves for two days.

5. Talmud, Menachot 65b (Koren translation)
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And if Moses, our teacher, was a lover of the Jewish people, why did he delay them in the wilderness forty
years? [The elderly man] said to him: My teacher, you dismiss me with this retort? [Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai]
said to him: Fool! And will our perfect Torah not be as worthy as your frivolous speech?

6. Talmud, Menachot 66a (Koren translation)
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Rabbi Yosei cites another proof: And furthermore, it is stated “shabbat” below, with regard to the festival of
Shavuot (Leviticus 23:16), and it is also stated “shabbat” above (Leviticus 23:15), with regard to starting the
counting of the omer. Just as below, with regard to the festival of Shavuot, it is stated: “Even until the morrow
after the seventh week [shabbat] you shall number fifty days,” and the word shabbat is referring to a time at
the beginning of the Festival; so too here, with regard to the bringing of omer, the word shabbat means
Festival, and the counting starts near the beginning of the Festival, on the second day of Passover.
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7. Talmud, Menachot 66a (Koren translation)
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Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says there is yet another proof: One verse states: “Six days you shall eat
unleavened bread” (Deuteronomy 16:8), and one verse states: “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread”
(Exodus 12:15). How can these texts be reconciled? Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar explains that there is matza that
you are unable to eat for all seven days of Passover, due to the prohibition of harvesting and eating from the
new crop of grain that ripened before Passover until after the omer offering. But you are able to eat that
same matza for six days, although it is from the new crop, as it is permitted after the bringing of the omer
offering on the second day of Passover. This resolution of the verses is possible only if the omer offering is
brought on the sixteenth of Nisan, not on any other date.

The Date of Matan Torah? (click here for chart)
8. Shemot 19:1, 10-11 (Judaica Press translation)
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In the third month of the children of Israel's departure from Egypt, on this day they arrived in the desert of
Sinai... And Hashem said to Moses, "Go to the people and prepare them today and tomorrow, and they shall
wash their garments. And they shall be prepared for the third day, for on the third day, Hashem will descend
before the eyes of all the people upon Mount Sinai.”

9. Talmud, Shabbat 86b (Koren translation)
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e The Sages taught: On the sixth day of the month [of Sivan], the Ten Commandments were given to the
Jewish people.
e Rabbi Yosei says: On the seventh day of the month.

10. Talmud, Shabbat 86b (Koren translation)
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Rava said: Everyone agrees that the Jews came to the Sinai desert on Rosh Chodesh, as it is written here: “In
the third month after the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they
into the wilderness of Sinai” (Exodus 19:1), without elaborating what day it was. And it is written there: “This
month shall be to you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you” (Exodus 12:2).
Just as there, the term “this” is referring to Rosh Chodesh, so too, here the term is referring to Rosh Chodesh.
And similarly, everyone agrees that the Torah was given to the Jewish people on Shabbat...

11. Talmud, Shabbat 86b-87a (Koren translation)
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Where Rabbi Yosei and the Sages disagree is with regard to the determination of the month, meaning which
day of the week was established as Rosh Chodesh:
Rabbi Yosei held: Rosh Chodesh was established on the first day of the week, and on the first day of the
week He did not say anything to them due to the weariness caused by the journey. On the second day of the
week, He said to them: “And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation; these are the words
that you shall speak to the children of Israel” (Exodus 19:6). On the third day of the week, G-d said to them
the mitzva of setting boundaries around Mount Sinai. On the fourth day of the week, the husbands and wives
separated from one another.
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And the Rabbis hold: On the second day of the week, Rosh Chodesh was established, and on the second day
of the week G-d did not say anything to them due to the weariness caused by their journey. On the third day
of the week, G-d said to them: “And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation; these are the
words that you shall speak to the children of Israel” (Exodus 19:6). On the fourth day of the week, G-d said to
them the mitzva of setting boundaries around Mount Sinai. On the fifth day of the week, the husbands and
wives separated from one another.

12. Talmud, Shabbat 87a (Koren translation)
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The Gemara raises an objection: Doesn’t the verse state: “And the Lord said to Moses: Go to the people and
sanctify them today and tomorrow and let them wash their garments” (Exodus 19:10), indicating that the
husbands and wives were separated for only two days? This is difficult according to the opinion of Rabbi
Yosei, who said earlier that the separation was for three days. The Gemara answers: Rabbi Yosei could have
said to you: Moses added one day to the number of days that G-d commanded based on his own perception.

Emphasizing the Oral Law
13. Rabbi Avraham Gombiner, Magen Avraham, Orach Chaim 494:1 (modified Motechin translation)
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It is difficult for me [to understand]: How can we say on Shavuot that it is "the day of the giving of our Torah"?
Do we not conclude like R. Yosei (Shabbat 86b-87a) that the Torah was given on the 7th of Sivan? After all, we
do conclude [that separation between husband and wife in regard to certain laws of ritual impurity] requires
six half-days, as is written in Yoreh Deah 196... But in our calendar, Shavuot is always on the 6th of Sivan! ... A
further difficulty is that the Torah was given on the 51st day of their counting! For they left Egypt on the fifth
day of the week and the Torah was given on Shabbat. In this regard, [the book] HaAsarah Maamarot already
answered that it is meant to hint to the Second Day of Yom Tov of the Exiles. In fact, it’s possible that that’s
the reason why Moshe added a day of his own accord, but this isn’t the place to discuss it...

The Count is What Counts!
14. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 306 (Sefaria translation)
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And because of this - that it is [the] essence of Israel, and because of it were they redeemed and went up to all
of the greatness to which they rose - we were commanded to tally from the morrow of the holiday of Pesach
until the day of the giving of the Torah; to show about ourselves the great desire [we have] for the honored
day, which our hearts yearn [for] like 'a slave seeks shade' and always tallies when will come the yearned time
that he goes out to freedom. As the tally shows about a man that all of his deliverance and all of his desire is
to reach that time.

Matan Torah Doesn’t Have a Date!
15. Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim Luntchitz, Kli Yakar to Vayikra 23:16 (NLE translation)
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The reason that the Torah does not explicitly mention that this is the day of the Giving of the Torah... G-d did
not want to limit the Giving of the Torah to a single day because a person should feel every single day of the
year as if he received the Torah from Mount Sinai on that day... Similarly, the Sages have said that the words
of Torah should be new to a person every day, not like something old which he can no longer tolerate.
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The truth is that one does indeed find something new in the Torah every day. Therefore, the Torah did not

specify the day that it was given, apart from the hint in the word “new,” to teach that the Torah is like a new
offering every day.

16. Blessing Upon Torah Study

1713 101 "7 AR 7102 1I07IRTNR 319 303 2V 2% 112 02 WK 221Y7 797 10P0KR TR 102
Blessed are You, Hashem our G-d, King of the universe, Who chose us from all the peoples, and gave us His
Torah. Blessed are You, Hashem, Giver of the Torah.



