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What was Yonatan trying to accomplish by doing this?
1. Radak, | Shmuel 13:3
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2. Malbim, | Shmuel 13:4
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Why did Shaul jump the gun?
3. Malbim, | Shmuel 13:3

Y729 AN 13 XPNM YYD DN 9N

4. Ralbag, | Shmuel 13:3
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What was so wrong with this sin that the repercussions were so severe?
5. Radak, | Shmuel 13:3

DN YN NN YYIN KOV NAYN YD 7250 1INV NPYDY N 29 NN 10 13N TI2TD DTN 1D VY KY TWURN
;T 9NN

6. 1Shmuel 7:7-10
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Rabbi Ya’akov Trump || 1




IMYN ONIYY Y2 "N-ON SN PYIN ; TNY 929D Ny N2V NHYN ,TNN 290 1YY OxInY NN U, R .onwo
,DXRYHS-DY NIND D12 HITI-HDIPA N DY ;DN NNNDND IV DXRYHN ,N2IYN NZyn Sy i %, R N
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7. 1Shmuel 11:6
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8. Oz Melech
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9. 1Shmuel 10:8
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10. Radak, ad loc.
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Part 2: Leaping into Battle

State of the Nation Before the War
1. Malbim, I Shmuel 13: 15
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2. Radak, I Shmuel 13: 15
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3. Radak, I Shmuel 13:19
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ONINY "M X XN YK D281 DN N1 DNSYNRN NNN XNy P WX Nvn 12 MOVX SXeH
YOIXD DMAyYN N 22 wNn Y2 D59 TN DYDY N9RPN DT NN DY/N NYQ1 2INDY 1D
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;02172 NDN SRR DD SR 1190 DN 101 D TY XINN DI D217 NVIZN NNt 0N 210D

The Preemptive Strike
4. Radak, I Shmue 14:4
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5. Ralbag, I Shmuel 14:9
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6. Radak, I Shmuel 14:9
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What did Shaul see which made him feverishly consult?
1. Radak, | Shmuel 14:18

N95Y NOW NNY ORI PN D T NON 11199 N MNNNN) T7IN DONYOI MNKA TWN NN 2D DIRY NN TUND)
AN IV 27 TION TON INNRY NN, DNONNNN OXNYI PNHN DD D NNY DINDN M NMIX DINIT YD NNNDNY
PIYN I VT 1MIOM 0N NI 12WND INNNND

Who are these Ivrim?
2. Radak, | Shmuel 14:21
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DT TIVNRY T NINN 2520 RONX MINNA DNXY DY PN ND DNYTN OV PN ROV 10D 2520 MINN P DNV
JINY DY PN YR IRIY DY 191 D) P NN DRIYY INIYI NNYY 195 DX XTI DNDNN DOXVNYI DNYIDI
NN D) DXNYWI92 157 NI

3. Malbim, | Shmuel 14:21

DI ,DIVHY HINNRI DINYWHYAY 1N DINWHA P HRIY? PIR 17PN TR 1Y HRIWVWY .DMAYM
DY 1297 1NN DX ,DNIIXY NTY PPA0NY NINNN MI2°20 1THY 9™ ,2°30 1NN DNy 1YY 0N ,0NnNn
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Can a Person Make such a curse?
4. Bamidbar 30:3

'1N —]j T 9D UON ) 3 When a man voweth a vow unto the

LORD, or sweareth an oath to bind his
-0y .‘QN .\ONb ny Yy :W)—l soul with a bond, he shall not break his

'7?_3 T'\:l'f 71'\’ Nb")\’)b) word; he shall do according to all that
' ’—1\,)},, Rlo)a) NS"'] proceedeth out of his mouth.

5. Vayikra 27:29

-0 DN IUN .DIN-99 19 29 None devoted, that may be devoted of
R DI AV, DI men, shall be ransomed; he shall surely

TR Z‘ib"D‘Tl'l:{D be p1’1t to death.
BR)ALY

6. Ramban, adloc.

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump || 5




,0INN XN NV NVIAZN XN DINN NIX XY 20 XN 13RI NTARD NIXRSN TV
N TN DNYD XY NN 21NN N D NIX X 021 .00 12NN DONN DY 1NaY w2 WK
nMN DX ,0'09/N2 NN DND P XN 5D TRyna nS172 TR0 IX HYXwM 15n Yo
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, NI MINN NN D 90" N1 0NYX NPV DD (TN T X"Y) MX 12 TR INNN S ,TV02
DTN DIPNAN N YIN TN N NNMAI%K 127NN 12NN

Why did Shaul make this curse?
7. Radak, | Shmuel 14:24

N7V "TD 27N TV 79K K7W DYN DX 7IKY Y'AWN 12D D 0D 'Y N7 7'N°T'R IR D1 7N - w2
:nnn‘mn /1i'osY 190!

8. Malbim, | Shmuel 14:23-24

PR 1225 1RV 9 IR N2 NR 173Y NRNYRM :NPMIVA NN IYIVND IpY 2 .RINH D2 N YOI
:DNMY RY D01 PN DNMNAN ININ TRN 2D ;NP0 Y™ ,nnnYnn N2y 11d

197N ,N72Y NPNYNRM VNI ,NNNYND N IPPDAN DYNY PIR 1225 IR IR DIRY 57,00 HRIY? VINY
RY 977 ,nnnHnn YR RIND D12 DININN DIV 1PN HRIY WIR 1D DPLN RA N1 ,DNIN MINR PIT7I9N
DMIR PNY 2IRVY 1WA DORR NP0 7 ,IXIRY INPYAN 712Y2 MNY 1WA 43N DPI RN VI NINY
TPNN NOR 1997 TVR NPNONA TN MIY INT DNPANIRN MIN RN NY 1991 ,0NWH DY 1NIY " Nt
D12 DIYNN 1PN RI20N 79371, 12K M3 DIP? 1¥NY DNY 1DIRY 92 NYRI DPAVD ,2IRY HRIN 1991 .MIo0n
TIY 1319987 92 DIRY I, PTN 97Y DI19RD DRY IMN WWN 1D NP ;NN DY HI2 DIIT YN 10D RINN
29379 DTN PR TOW? TY INHYY IYIVND PR

What is this forest of honey?
9. Radak, | Shmuel 14:25

DXNYI9 YINNX DT TIT DTPYR DXONIN MNNDNM 22 DD 579 MPINN IN NIND D) 1D ¥IND DY - YIND D)
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:NYIINA 1773 131D 7PN PRNDONYT KDY 0NN QO PNV YA TN

Was Shaul Vindicated in making this Shvua?
10. Ralbag, | Shmuel 14: 24
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What does it mean to eat on the blood?
1. Rashi, I Shmuel 14: 32

PAY DOVWTP 0NV 1INR 11T DIRVIN DRIP 921 10NVN RY 112 NRY IMR AT IR IR - TP2 7121 IP2) IRY
1PN DT PTYI DWTP DR DTN HY DPN DIRN INRY RIN DT NPT 19Y D9IRY DNOYY DMR DWTPN

2. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 63a

(10,0 XAPM) MY TINDN NPYN X2 XN NO1 XE¥NY DT NNN2N 1 01X 1IN XINT
XD1T 20 PN DT TV T219DKN XD DTN SV 120XN XD INX 12T DTN DY 190XN X
1TNI0Y 12N QIR XY M DTN DY 190OXN XD D'N T NN SV AN PR 1IN NN
(JaN1 "2 NAX) DTN DY 190XN XD D'N DN MK 92 %D VIO 'R 91N DX 120N

72 AX M RRTK XMN N2 AR YR DTN 5V 190XN XD 5N PR NN o 12% NN
m5%22 XD N MINT DN N, 1'K 021D DY XIND

What does it mean he started to build a Mizbeiach?
3. Rashi, I Shmuel 14: 32

9IRY MY MN2NY NYRI NAND IMR - HNN IR

How is this sin connected to the eating ban Shaul placed earlier in the day?
4. Radak, I Shmuel 14: 32

sh | IR D°UMIW 1’7 0°2¥7 1°7 2 117802 W2 0°1°0n 1PAw *5Y 0771 HY WD YK 2992 D - QYT DORM
Wa3a ¥521 A1 DY /30’1 31 070

Who suggested the Urim Vetumim?
5. Malbim, I Shmuel 14: 36

9RR™ : DPINT DI YRW XY 97¥7,70YDA I MBI Yowh 112 pa ¥R bYANA QURYNR 0 02 2N . DIRY IR
+/712 PIRWY 727p1 1591,077°7¥2 N°IW IDORNI RV DX ¥79° 91 W .3A07

Why does Shaul frame Yonasan?
6. Malbim, I Shmuel 14: 39

TWYW ROMAT I3 13 AN 12 AP2TY 253 %3 NN NN : AVIWNT PR "YINR 77 XY 037 .]NI1P2 W OR 7D
.D9R YR 1027 °DYI RLINT NPYA 2B RLAT IR 23,77 R NIPYAY

How did they acquit Yonasan?
7. Rashi, I Shmuel 14:45

NP1V NIRYWY 19 1NN - YN TN

8. Radak, I Shmuel 14:45
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WY A9 AVIW? 23 7 19 INITOY VL 1Y DIREI 1P KD DX 777 991 ¥ 977 DR 2w AW 2101 XOR 77 KD
,977 2AR P1IR 7D 191 YRIWN

If so why was the Urim Vetumim silent?
9. Radak, I Shmuel 14:45

PIXD YIRW MIY3 XY 705 97X AR AW YW XY 007 THY Ay 29T 00T 1R e nk 2IRWY 0

79171 12 °3 9372 W 0°15 RIWN 0PI 1777 7 7177 AW *D aYY IR M3 571 7790 29 1IR2i7 WI°D ,oomim
X? WK AYVIAWT NYWA [N DW 77 KD 0D QYT 1A XD DY 991 WIVI 77 MR 707 199K W1 RDY 0907 PV 2y
I RY 23 IREMY IWIT 1P (NN BV 9D XvAA A7 o DY /M2 197713 9757Y 199837 02101 077K DIRW 71w
NI VBWM TRV PRI TP AW 3 1YY OYi 93 YL AYVIAWR YW1 Qv

10. Malbim, I Shmuel 14:45
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XY 797 ,309571 1011 ¥ 27 1019121 PIXW 7Y 7077 K DRI AYIWNAW °D91,23932 /77 °D DX 92vW HY 10Xy DXL
Yy HRWI ,7PPIRT N0 AW WA RITI.IANDYTII 12 YOI IPRY NMIRIA?,2°NWHD *INR TP DX YRWWD 1V
SRID PRI R, T7IY,DINW NIV PA,2OWE 17V 23, 9IIRT NIV A% RYW YTV 73 71200 137 ,99I87

Why did Shaul desist from this war now?
11. Radak, I Shmuel 14:46

AW °3 DRI NY2 0°NWYD AR 712 7% XY 2901 0°1IRA 77 I ROV 103 - 0 nWYD MINRN PIRY Yy
D NWYD 1377 73 172 12 IPOYNIW IV 712 79790 120w MR IR AVIAWT DY 1013 w0 1Y /1903 101 09N b DY AR
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What was Shaul’s standing at the end of the day?
12. Ralbag, I Shmuel 14:47

by /919mi 799 PR Y32 1ML 1T HY WY MKLDIT NIYIWNT 1R 05 - IRIW? DY 7191917 70 DINWY
:299¥ KD INTTH INIRH DIWYD 1IN FMIRY IR Y DO 101 IRIWA YR
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SHAUL AND AGAG -
UNWARRANTED PITY

Pin o w oyl

Why only now?
1. Rashi, I Shmuel 15:1

S TRNYA NN NNY NYIDI NNR DY - 7113127 DIPY YW NNy
2. Radak, I Shmuel 15:1

2 MDY PHNY HY YT PIONDY T2 BMPDY NNNY NIND 1NDI2 HRIY? NV MM YOV 573 1PMI7 NN
219910 NND DI N I DY OV NPNIAN

Why the animals?
3. Rashi, I Shmuel 15:3

NNNAY MITIEAXY AWNI 09D VA 'Y - DY TYEIWN
4. Radak, I Shmuel 15:3

ANIN 2NN P77V 10T NNN1 X7 NNl 7Y 29wn Nt NAKR MmN IR Y 0NN IFRF DX D - inn Tyl
{771y 10T X NN

Where did the problem start?
5. Rashi, I Shmuel 15:5

22 awa 7n1a nay 9y NYIN NNNR NNR W91 7\awa nnl InXY DX 71121 702 oY 7y NnR 'l
:NINLUN NN NN XON DTR DX W' X7 1780 NIW9IN

6. Malbim, I Shmuel 15:5

3717 n (2' X D'VDIY) YD ,N7Y NT'R K72 NNN7N 1AaNYT 07NN PINA 'R WKL .7N1a 20 D1 KA
7'7VI1 117X "W DYRant PNINY INR 7IRWY 7y My 199Y 712 N2 DY Wi 'R DN7NYT 7R DK
1190 N0 7 Wia7 17 ' K7W IR DIXAN DY K7W DNIN DT DALL.ANNAN N7V A Nt TY T 1y Q0
N7 X7 AWK INK 2N X7 ,00IPNX 'ANIPNNAL KIWR N 'RIWN K70 (KD ,0777 0'70N) TIT w"ndi LNy 'y

NI
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Who are the Keini?
7. Rashi, I Shmuel 15:6

Y100 L,770Y RN TIWIE NN TIMY7 yay' 7¥x 1D70Y Ty 2212 NTIN' 12T AV 'Y NN 1 - 90 R
(V™2™ M2/ DY) 2210 yara v pmyt ('R X" 12TNa) 2210 AV MY an pmy T mn

8. Shmos 17:14-16

NNY NI ,NYN-ON M’ NN 9 14 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Write this for a
-9 YYIN? MING ,0°¥) 7992 11921 memorial in the book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua:
NN P20y 121-nx Nnnx NN for I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from
.0myYn under heaven.’

MM Ny NP ; N2 ,NYn 127 10 15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it
9) Adonai-nissi.

NN M -5y -2 NN 0 16 And he said: 'The hand upon the throne of the LORD:
{9} .97 2 0--ponya ,mn>2 the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to
generation.” { P}

9. Shmos 18:1

N L,NYN NN TR 305 102 ynwn & 1 Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law,
NIV, NYNY DITION NWY IWK-YD heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel
,2ONIW-NN MY NOXIN-"D 99y His people, how that the LORD had brought Israel out of
0Ny Egypt.

How does H” ‘change’ His mind?
10. Malbim, I Shmuel 15:11

170 12T ' DI D ,MNA7 A71Yon 7101 KIN,NWYY n71Y9 7Y DNINNY N 98X NimNann Xaw n'" mnn
N2' 071 L,0N'WY D 'Mnn D (7,1 N'URI) U'nd L0 KT 17'R0 XIN NN 12T 7V 0NINnwdILixi N ysna
.NIYNN 7V TIY DIn 1'RY 1122

What happened with the coat ripping here?
11. Rashi, I Shmuel 15:27

197 ININY 7Y 101 7INY TNXR 7INY INXNA N277 7RI N19WOW 1ynwn 101Y9 '97 - 17'yn 9101 77Nt (1))
U' O'RIIMK 07710 DTAR WATAL,TYIN 70K DY DY 73720 DINNY'Y TY 2IYW'Y 1101 Upan 7IRY Ny
01> NN2'Y M DT [10'0 17 10N1 7RINY Y7 7INY 79 17'yn DMNIXR W' 7IRY V7 7RIy 7Y 17'yn D1nix

28Mw/ nP'7) 17AN 7R D MYT 2'Ynn IR NNDY DI TIT? 2IKY 17 IR KDL MDD 1700 KD 17'yn
(DTN

12. Radak, I Shmuel 15:27

NNAIYN [NY'0] ['RY DYWL ['WIIR DIFNY DT 7 DT PY Yy 7w 17'un g 78mw D R
13. Malbim, I Shmuel 15:28

NMIwN "y nNwn? 2 ,ny17 X1 "y 2T WK N 1aTY DA D ("ann NaT ') n7xR NN LN vy
72TN [21.92'N 12T DIZ 7Y NIN N71Y90 D ,NINWN X7 NRIQIN N2T 0Y n71Y9 AR X2 OX 71 ,0"vni
9IX DIY2 NINY' X7 2"1 2107 XY
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Controlling the Crowd
1. Malbim, I Shmuel 15:9

QYN N7 7710 PR ,TINY 7 JRwnN 23,00 X 0w 1M PR o
WM 7713 ,0NYT MR TUN? WK

Lust Driven not Driven by Thought
2. Ralbag Malbim, I Shmuel 15:9

1NN XOW M DN MY 191XN N PONRY NNNNN2 NN NI0NY NN
NNPIN NNRSY N NN NMNMYRN N21DN D 1'Win DN'0DIN HHD Sxwn
2 DN2 22 WX DMINNN DNXX] T2 DX Pony nwyvy nnn

NN X1 DM VI 12T Myn D'RAN IR )ynH DNMNX DOPNIN
21X 109 WK1 ,'N"DDIN NMIN1 DYDY NNPY NnNN%Nn NXM NNDN
QX NNPAY N DNIND NN XD D ARIN/ RN DO DN T HReM
N1V N2DN DX NN NMNMYRN NIN0N 90 NN NN DNRsy? 2'winb
N2 PONyN MY 'MMX N 0T MHYP/N TNOXI DTN M YR 1Nni)
0T NXNYY XD Nrad oo

Intellectual or Emotional Mistake?
3. Radak, I Shmuel 15:23

Y2312 IR 2NN NNX 270 NNY 29 11D 11NTH §73 70N - I DOp NRLN D
RIN 73 NYITY NRVN RIN DOP RVNY 10 MY 100 RNDPA NHRYT R
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Are All Instinctive Feelings G-dly?
4. Malbim, I Shmuel 15:9
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Why the Ends Don’t Justify the Means
5. Malbim, I Shmuel 15:22
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ALBERT EINSTEIN

(© Lifehack Quotes
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Thue Evil: The @g@@ﬁw @f e el

Shaul’s Arc Part 7
What Does the Torah Say?

1. Shmos 17:8-16
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2. Rashi, ad loc.

8 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.

9 And Moses said unto Joshua: 'Choose us out men, and go out,
fight with Amalek; tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with
the rod of God in my hand.’

10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with
Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.

11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel
prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.

12 But Moses’ hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it
under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his
hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and
his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.

13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of
the sword. {P}

14 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Write this for a memorial in
the book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly blot
out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.’

15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Adonai-nissi.

16 And he said: 'The hand upon the throne of the LORD: the
LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.’
{P}
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3. Devarim 25:17-19

,P21Y 79 NWY-IUN DX 1101 1 17 Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way as ye came
.07 39N 0ONNYa 7772 forth out of Egypt;

-2 9223 ,77172 71R OWN 1 18 how he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, all
NDY ;) Y, NRN--PINK ©9YMN  that were enfeebled in thy rear, when thou wast faint and weary;
.0'pYN N7 and he feared not God.

=50 79 PPOX PN N2 M) V2 19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee
PPON-"N YN XN, 2290 PN rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the
21-NN NNNR--PRYIY NN 72 10 LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou
{9} .novn ,ND; DMWD NNRN P2y shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou
shalt not forget. { P}

Questions
e What is so wrong that Hash-m’s throne is left empty?
e Why is it so severe that we eradicate them completely, even their memory?
e Who is responsible for destroying them: us or G-d?

Halacha
4, Sefer Hachinuch, Mitzvah 603-604
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What is so Wrong with them?

Shared Destiny

5. Maharal, Shmos 17
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6. Malbim, Devarim 25:17
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Void of Meaning

Pachad Yitzchak (Maamar 1, Purim): Reishis goyim Amalek, VeAchariso Adei Oved. They are not an
existence in and of themselves. They are evil exemplified in essence therefore it is not a problem killing
them since they are inherently evil. They may be in the same shape as humans but they are not human.
This would include children since it is like killing a venomous spider in one’s child’s bedroom.

This is definitely more fitting to the idea of the Chinuch.

War on the Weak
7. Rav Hirsch, Devarim 25:17
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Nazi T4 Program

A poster comparing living-costs of a "healthy family" with a person suffering from an
incurable disease.
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This image originates from a film produced by the Reich Propaganda Ministry. It shows patients in an
unidentified asylum. Their existence is described as "life without hope." The Nazis sought, through
propaganda, to develop public sympathy for the Euthanasia Program.
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Slide taken from a Nazi propaganda filmstrip, promoting "euthanasia," prepared for the Hitler Youth. The caption
says: "Mentally ill Negro (English) 16 years in an institution costing 35,000 RM [Reichsmarks]." Place and date
uncertain.

Photograph with the caption: "...because God cannot want the sick and ailing to reproduce.” This image originates
from a film, produced by the Reich Propaganda Ministry, that aimed through propaganda to develop public
sympathy for the Euthanasia Program.
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Amalek and Morality I, Part 8
Does Amalek Exist Today?

8. Kol Dodi Dofek, Mournful Thoughts of Confession, Rav Soloveichik

In the crisis that the Land of Israel is [at present]
passing through, Providence is again testing us. It is
fitting that we openly state that this matter does not just
involve Israel’s political future. The evil intentions of the
Arabs are not only directed against our national
independence but against the continued existence of the
Jewish presence in Israel. They aspire to exterminate
(God forbid) the Yishuv — men, women, children,
infants, sheep, and cattle (cf: I Samuel 15:3). At a
meeting of Mizrachi (the Religious Zionists of America), I repeated, in the name of my father
(of blessed memory), that the notion of “the Lord will have war against Amalek from
generation to generation” (Exodus 17:16) is not confined to a certain race, but includes a
necessary attack against any nation or group infused with mad hatred that directs its enmity
against the community of Israel. When a nation emblazon son its standard, “Come, let us cut
them off from being a nation so that the name of Israel shall no longer be remembered”
(Psalms 83:5), it becomes Amalek.23 In the 1930’s and 1940’s the Nazis, with Hitler at their
helm, filled this role. In this most recent period they were the Amalekites, the representatives of
insane hate. Today, the throngs of Nasser and the Mufti have taken their place. If we are again
silent, I do not know how we will be judged before God. Do not rely on the justice of the “liberal
world.” Those pious liberals were alive fifteen years ago and witnessed the destruction of
millions of people with equanimity and did not lift a finger. They are liable to observe, God
forbid, the repetition of the bloodbath and not lose a night’s sleep.

Are We Supposed to Hate?
Is Killing Our Enemies a Good Thing?

Devarim 13:18-19
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% 1y onn K5, The repeated admonitions not to have any mergy
on the Canaanite population shows how much such a merciless procedure
goes against the grain to the Jewish people and is against what they are
meant to be, which is, and is to remain the predilection to protect all living
creatures. They are to regard this merciless procedure against the Canaanite
population as an exception, expressly commanded by God, to be done &
His bidding because of the special circumstances.

Rav Hirsch, Devarim 7: 16
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Are All Humans Destined for the World to Come?
Avos 3:14
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Tiferes Yisrael, ad loc.

R. Yisrael b"r Gedalya Lipshuetz was born in Germany in 1782, and served as rabbi of a number of
communities. From 1837 he served as rabbi of Danzig (Prussia, today Gedansk, Poland) and was famous
for his acumen and righteousness. He died in 1860.
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Our Hate for Evil People
Being Frum and Being Good: On the Relationship Between Religion and Morality,
Rav Lichtenstein

http://etzion.org.il/en/being-frum-and-being-good-relationship-between-religion-and-morality

AN EDUCATIONAL DIFFERENCE?

There is a third risk as well. | spoke before of accepting the problem
of the akeida, of recognizing a certain conflict here between
morality and mitzva, and of granting legitimacy to one’s grappling
e il With this issue. This too can present an educational problem. Let
me illustrate with an incident which occurred to me during the
Lebanon War.

Rav Aharon

After the massacre at Sabra and Shatila, | published an
open letter to the Prime Minister. Among other things, this letter dealt with the use of force and the
motivation behind it. | asked: Why was it that King Shaul was punished for not killing Agag, King of
Amalek? Was it simply for not having killed the last remaining Amalekite? | suggested that he was
punished not just for sparing Agag, but because the fact that he refused to kill Agag placed in a totally
different light his killing of all the other Amalekites beforehand.

Shaul had been commanded to take a whole people and kill them—and this is, morally, a
frightful thing. The only justification lies in it being a response to an unequivocal divine command.
Therefore, if Shaul had been motivated in his actions purely by fear of God, by obedience to the tzav,
then he should have followed the command to the letter. God didn’t say, “Kill Amalek but spare Agag.”
Now, if he didn’t kill Agag but killed everybody else, what does that indicate? It indicates that what
motivated him in killing the others was not the tzav of God, but rather some baser impulse, some
instinctive violence. And the proof is that he killed everyone, but spared his peer, his royal comrade. If
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that is the case, then Shaul was not punished for sparing Agag: rather, he had to be punished because
of the Amalekites he did killl Why? Because he killed them not purely due to a divine command (which
is the only thing that can overcome the moral consideration), but rather out of military, diplomatic or
political considerations.

Subsequently, | heard that a leading Religious Zionist rabbi in a prominent yeshiva had taken
thirty minutes out of his Gemara shiur in order to attack what | had said. | called and asked him, “What
did | say that merits this great wrath?” He replied, ‘I think it is a terrible thing to speak in this way,
describing the divine command to destroy Amalek as asking a person to do something which ordinarily
is not moral. This poses an ethical problem.”

| said to him, “Wiping out Amalek does not conform to what we would normally expect a person
to do. Normally, you should not be killing ‘from child to suckling babe.” But I'm not saying, God forbid,
that it is immoral in our case, where God has specifically commanded the destruction of Amalek—'A
faithful God, without iniquity, righteous and upright is He’ (Devarim 32:4). Although generally such an
act would be considered immoral, it assumes a different character when God, from His perception and
perspective, commands it. The same holds true of the akeida—it demanded that Avraham do
something which normally is immoral. But in the context of the divine command, surely it partakes of
the goodness and morality of God. We must admit, though, that there is a conflict in this case between
the usual moral norm and the immediate tzav given here.”

He said, “Yes, but you shouldn’t describe it as being something which is not moral in a sense.”
So | asked him, “Do you agree that the tzav given here is something which we would not normally
encourage people to do, something that we would normally consider to be immoral?” He said, “Yes,
but it should not be described that way.” And he added, “Yesh kan hevdel chinukhi—there is an
educational difference.”

| admit, there is something to this. The moment one speaks of a kind of clash between the
demands of yirat Shamayim and the demands of morality—even given the qualifications which 1
mentioned—there is some kind of problem. There are risks in this approach.

9. In Defense of Shmuel, Drasha, Parshat Zachor March 21 1970, Rabbi Norman
Lamm

http://brussels.mc.yu.edu/gsdl/collect/lammserm/index/assoc/HASH010f/f1f55367.dir/doc.pdf
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10. “The Virtue of Hate"” Rabbi Meir Y. Soloveichik.

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2003/02/the-virtue-of-hate

In his classic Holocaust text, The Sunflower, Simon Wiesenthal recounts the following
experience. As a concentration camp prisoner, the monotony of his work detail is suddenly
broken when he is brought to the bedside of a dying Nazi. The German delineates the
gruesome details of his career, describing how he participated in the murder and torture of
hundreds of Jews. Exhibiting, or perhaps feigning, regret and remorse, he explains that he
sought a Jew—any Jew—to whom to confess, and from whom to beseech forgiveness.
Wiesenthal silently contemplates the wretched creature lying before him, and then, unable to
comply but unable to condemn, walks out of the room. Tortured by his experience, wondering
whether he did the right thing, Wiesenthal submitted this story as the subject of a
symposium, including respondents of every religious stripe. An examination of the respective
replies of Christians and Jews reveals a remarkable contrast. “When the first edition of The
Sunflower was published,” writes Dennis Prager, “I was intrigued by the fact that all the
Jewish respondents thought Simon Wiesenthal was right in not forgiving the repentant Nazi
mass murderer, and that the Christians thought he was wrong.”
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In his At the Entrance to the Garden of Eden , journalist Yossi Klein Halevi speaks with

Johanna, a Catholic nun who is struck by the hatred Israelis bear for their enemies. Johanna
tells of an Israeli Hebrew teacher “who was very close to us. She told us how her young son
hates Saddam. . . . She said it with such enthusiasm. She was so proud of her son.” “I
realized,” Johanna concluded, “that hatred is in the Jewish religion.” She was right. The
Hebrew prophets spoke in the name of a God who, in Exodus’ articulation, may “forgive
iniquity and transgression and sin,” but Who also “by no means exonerates [the guilty].”
Likewise, in refusing to forgive their enemies, Jewish leaders sought not merely their defeat,
but their disgrace. When Queen Esther had already visited defeat upon Haman —the Hitler of
his time, attempted exterminator of the Jewish people—and had killed Haman’s supporters
and sons, King Ahasuerus asks what more she could possible want:

The king said to Queen Esther, “In the capital of Susa the Jews have killed also the ten sons of Haman. . . .
Now what is your petition? It shall be granted you. And what further is your request? It shall be fulfilled.”
Esther said, “If it pleases the king . . . let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on the gallows.”

Interestingly, the most vivid response in Wiesenthal’s symposium was also written by a
woman. The Jewish writer Cynthia Ozick, reflecting on how Wiesenthal, in a moment of
mercy, brushed a fly away from the Nazi’s broken body, concludes her essay in Deborah’s
blunt but poetic manner:

Let the SS man die unshriven. Let him go to hell. Sooner the fly to God than he.

At the time, my grandfather, a rabbi, joined those on the Israeli right in condemning the Oslo
process, arguing that it would produce a terrorist state responsible for hundreds of Israeli
deaths. As a rabbinical student, I could not understand my grandfather’s unremitting
opposition. He was, I thought, so blinded by his hate that he was unable to comprehend the
powerful potential of the peace process. Now, many hundreds of Jewish victims of suicide
bombings later, and fifty years after the Holocaust, the importance and the necessity of
Jewish hate has once again been demonstrated. Perhaps there will soon be peace in the
Middle East, perhaps not. But one thing is certain: we will not soon forgive the actions of a
man who, as he sent children to kill children, knew—all too well—just what he was doing. We
will not—we cannot—ask God to have mercy upon him. Those Israeli parents whose boys and
girls did not come home will pray for the destiny of his soul at the conclusion of their holiest
day, but their prayer will be rather different from the rosary:

Let the terrorist die unshriven.

Let him go to hell.

Sooner a fly to God than he.

Our Part in Creating Amalek

The Birth of Amalek:
11. Bereishis 36:12

gy DY Y 23 ,NZN G P2RY-TIN IPOND TN P12 W0NR W12 IR em) 39,90

12. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 99b
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The Muslims:
13. Bereishis 16:5-6
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14. Ramban, Bereishis 16:6
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In later days it was Rabbi Shmuel Mohiliwer?, rabbi of Bialystock, one of the great leaders of
the Hibbath Zion movement who made a similar comment when the Turkish government
was about to banish from the Jewish Settlements those Russian Jews who had moved to

| the country but had not taken Ottoman citizenship. He cried out and said: “It is because of

| ‘Drive out this handmaiden (Hagar) and her son.’ ( 21:10) that the Muslims — the children of

mw " Yishmael — the son of Hagar, would now cast out the sons of Sara from our land.”

The Pain which Returned:
15. Bereishis 27:34
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AN
16. Esther 4:1
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tSamuel Mohilever (1824-1898), also Shmuel Mohilever, was a rabbi, pioneer of Religious
Zionism and one of the founders of the Hovevei Zion movement.
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Covert Mission

Did Shmuel not trust in H'? Wasn’t he on the way to doing a Mitzvah?
1. Radak, I Shmuel 16:2

DIPNA NIYN INWI RIN 13 79 Y qR PrIXN IR R2230 RIN T2 VITPA M0IN 7AW 29 5P R 3 IRIN - 12 NIy
DRI ANTRD YR MDY 1Y DRI DN DIR 1I2PA RIN I VITPN IMOINY IR 2PP22 1RIY NI NID
R2IVY 7 YNV TR JAY PARI TNTINDY PMIAR PIR HR 210 1Y 0ROV TRYNN 1Y NIRII 1D D) WY

%Y DN 2192 YR DY MRYAN DD NVIY RIN T2 WITPIY 29 KY R 13 DPYVMN...ND TN TRN 2PY’ RIN INRIPY
D2YN NN

oMY 79 IR AR ANY 21N DIRY PRV NINR ANRI YINNA TONY 7Y NINR MR 7219 INR 1720 0 N
1939 R NAra WY NRIPI INRY DN T9RY IMR NV DY DNYY 0Nar MYyY 9pa Ny npn RonI5a
7199 12Y 12227 NYNY RIN I WITPN IV INRY NN WITNA 371V TITH AT YY) JTNIR 370 "0 NRIN R'DNI92
MR HPID M ARIN DYN 2195 AP RIN T2 WITPN IV 0K MYPDI VYN TP 1Y INIRY 299 11N DYN

2. Malbim, | Shmuel 16:2
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Why didn’t H’ just tell him who it would be?
3. Radak, | Shmuel 16:3
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4. Malbim, | Shmuel 16:4
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The Unlikely King

What was wrong with Eliav?
5. Rashi, | Shmuel 16:7
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6. Malbim, | Shmuel 16:6
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7. Radak, | Shmuel 16:7
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9IRWA INR 127 TYN HY IRTIN RPW 1T MIIYNY 1IN NMIp NDY DIWIRL IMA RIN T WITPN 1 2wm YIRYI
HRN 12 9M2 N9 NN NP KA M HRINY 2WNY 1 RIA 127 DYA HI2 1702 PR 73’1 12 IN2 TR DNYRIN
YN NN IRIY T NNHNS

8. |Shmuel 10:23-24
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Why is David not in the tent at the beginning?
9. Yakut Machiri, Tehillim 118:28
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What is this Ruach of H'?
10. Radak 16:13
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The Unlikely King
11. Malbim, | Shmuel 16: 13
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Shaul’s Predicament

What is wrong with Shaul?
12. Malbim, | Shmuel 16:15
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Why did Shaul lose his Ruach?
13. Ralbag, | Shmuel 16:13
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The Solution

Was David the only musician in the country?
14. Rashi, | Shmuel 16:18
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15. Ralbag, | Shmuel 16:18
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Closing Words
16. Malbim, | Shmuel 16:23
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17. Oz Melech, page 82 [Yigal Ariel]
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