Matzah Shemurah 5781: 
From Caution 
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Young Israel of Passaic Clifton
Shabbos HaGadol Drasha 5781
Rabbi Yaakov Glasser

Sponsored by:
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Glasser in commemoration of the yahrtzeit's of Rebbetzin Glasser's mother, Masha Shulamis bas Kalman Tzvi, and her grandmother, Yetta bas David


1. Shemos
[image: ]
[image: ]
2. Chizkuni
[image: ]
3. PEsachim 40a
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4. Rambam Hilchos Chu”m 5:8
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5. Moadim Uzmanim 3:263
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6. Shitas Rashi, PEsachim 38b
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7. Shulchan Aruch OC 460
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8. Shulchan Aruch OC 453
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9. Taz, OC 460
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10. Yerach LeMoadim p. 281, 9
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11. Rambam 5:9
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12. Rambam 6:9
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13. Yerach LeMoadim
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14. Reb Chaim (Hilchos CHu”m 6:5)
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15. Shemos 6
א וַיֹּאמֶר יְהוָה, אֶל-מֹשֶׁה, עַתָּה תִרְאֶה, אֲשֶׁר אֶעֱשֶׂה לְפַרְעֹה:  כִּי בְיָד חֲזָקָה, יְשַׁלְּחֵם, וּבְיָד חֲזָקָה, יְגָרְשֵׁם מֵאַרְצוֹ.  {ס}  ב וַיְדַבֵּר אֱלֹהִים, אֶל-מֹשֶׁה; וַיֹּאמֶר אֵלָיו, אֲנִי יְהוָה.  ג וָאֵרָא, אֶל-אַבְרָהָם אֶל-יִצְחָק וְאֶל-יַעֲקֹב--בְּאֵל שַׁדָּי; וּשְׁמִי יְהוָה, לֹא נוֹדַעְתִּי לָהֶם.  ד וְגַם הֲקִמֹתִי אֶת-בְּרִיתִי אִתָּם, לָתֵת לָהֶם אֶת-אֶרֶץ כְּנָעַן--אֵת אֶרֶץ מְגֻרֵיהֶם, אֲשֶׁר-גָּרוּ בָהּ.  ה וְגַם אֲנִי שָׁמַעְתִּי, אֶת-נַאֲקַת בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל, אֲשֶׁר מִצְרַיִם, מַעֲבִדִים אֹתָם; וָאֶזְכֹּר, אֶת-בְּרִיתִי.  ו לָכֵן אֱמֹר לִבְנֵי-יִשְׂרָאֵל, אֲנִי יְהוָה, וְהוֹצֵאתִי אֶתְכֶם מִתַּחַת סִבְלֹת מִצְרַיִם, וְהִצַּלְתִּי אֶתְכֶם מֵעֲבֹדָתָם; וְגָאַלְתִּי אֶתְכֶם בִּזְרוֹעַ נְטוּיָה, וּבִשְׁפָטִים גְּדֹלִים.  ז וְלָקַחְתִּי אֶתְכֶם לִי לְעָם, וְהָיִיתִי לָכֶם לֵאלֹהִים; וִידַעְתֶּם, כִּי אֲנִי יְהוָה אֱלֹהֵיכֶם, הַמּוֹצִיא אֶתְכֶם, מִתַּחַת סִבְלוֹת מִצְרָיִם.  ח וְהֵבֵאתִי אֶתְכֶם, אֶל-הָאָרֶץ, אֲשֶׁר נָשָׂאתִי אֶת-יָדִי, לָתֵת אֹתָהּ לְאַבְרָהָם לְיִצְחָק וּלְיַעֲקֹב; וְנָתַתִּי אֹתָהּ לָכֶם מוֹרָשָׁה, אֲנִי יְהוָה.  ט וַיְדַבֵּר מֹשֶׁה כֵּן, אֶל-בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל; וְלֹא שָׁמְעוּ, אֶל-מֹשֶׁה, מִקֹּצֶר רוּחַ, וּמֵעֲבֹדָה קָשָׁה.  {פ}
16. Meshech chochmah
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17. Shemos Bechorim, 13
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18. Otzzar HaChaim, 7, p 96
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19. Shemos 3:12
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20. Sifsei Chaim, 323
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21. Ramban, Hakdama Sefer Shemos
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22. Victor Frankl
Freedom, however, is not the last word. Freedom is only part of the story and half of the truth. Freedom is but the negative aspect of the whole phenomenon whose positive aspect is responsibleness. In fact, freedom is in danger of degenerating into mere arbitrariness unless it is lived in terms of responsibleness. That is why I recommend that the Statue of Liberty on the East Coast be supplemented by a Statue of Responsibility on the West Coast.
Viktor Frankl, Man's Search for Meaning


23. Hagaddah Shel PEsach
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24. Sefer Torah
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25. R’ Adin  Steinsaltz
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26. R LEvi Yiztchak
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27. Rav Soloveitchik, Vision and LEadership
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28. Ohr Gedalyahu
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29. Rav Tzadok, Tzidkas HaTzadik
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30. Pachad Yitzchak, Pesach 1
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31. Midrash
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32. Rav Kook
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33. The JEwish CULTURAL Tapestry, Dr. S. Lowenstein a”h
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Freedom and slavery appear to be simple opposites,
each defined as the absence of the other: slavery, the ab-
sence of freedom:; freedom, the absence of slavery. But each
of these terms must be understood without reference to the
other,

Throwing off one's fetters does not necessarily mean
that one hag entered into a state of freedom. Slavery is
that condition in which a person is always subject to the
Will of another., Freedom, on the other hand, is the ability
10 act upon, ang carry out, one's own independent will.

The individual who lacks a will of his own does not be-
Come free once he is unshackled: he is simply a slave with-
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out a master, or, in the case of a people, those whose over-
lords have abandoned them. Between ceasing to be a slave
and acquiring freedom, the individual must thus pass
through an intermediate stage in his progress, without
which he cannot become truly free—he must develop inner
qualities of his own. The miracle of the Exodus was not
completed with the people’s departure from the house of
bondage; they needed to develop to become a truly free
people and not merely runaway slaves.

Their situation as they stood on the banks of the Red
Sea with Pharaoh's army in hot pursuit was described by
the medieval commentator Ibn Ezra: The children of Israel
could not even think of putting up any sort of opposition
to Pharaoh, for they had been brought up in slavery, and
they were so accustomed to it that all their old subservient
attitudes overcame them afresh at the sight of their former
masters. Only after the entire generation that had lived in
bondage had perished in the wilderness could their descen-
dants enter the Land of Israel and establish themselves
there as a free people.

In other words, the slave is doubly bound, first of all
by his subjugation to another's will, and secondly by his
lack of a will and a personality of his own. A person who
retains his own essential character can never completely
be enslaved; and, conversely, a person who has no inde-
pendent self-image can never be truly free.

What we have said of the relationship between slavery
and freedom is all the more true of the relationship between
exile and redemption. An end to exile is not in itself suffi-
cient to constitute redemption—something more must still
take place.
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The real tragedy of the exile in Egypt was that the slaves
gradually became more and more like their masters, think-
ing like them and even dreaming the same dreams. Their
greatest sorrow, in fact, was that their masters would not
let them fulfill the Egyptian dream. It was not enough for
them to realize how much they were suffering under the
harsh regime to which they were subject—they had to de-
cide that they no longer wanted any part of it.

To change the Egyptian class structure so that they,
too, might aspire to become officers and overlords would
1ot have sufficed to liberate them from their bondage. Only
when they were ready to depart not only from the physical
Jand of Egypt but also from the conceptual world in which
they had lived, when they were ready to sacrifice their de-
votion to Egyptian values along with that first Paschal
Lamb—only then could they truly be redeemed.

In order to achieve true redemption, and not only an
end to exile, it is not enough for the Jewish people to leave
“the wilderness of the nations”; it must regain its own es-
sence, its character, spirit, ways of thinking, and ways of
life. Only then can it really be free. Only then will it have
been redeemed.

N - - . -~ it N e aled
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Chasing a Lamb
What changed Moses’ attitude? “And he led the flock far away
into the desert, and he came to the mountain of God, to Horeb”
(Ex. 3:1). The Midrash (Ex. Rabbah 2:2) asks a simple question:
Why did he lead the flock so far into the wilderness? What
attracted Moses? Onkelos was apparently also concerned with
this question; he translates the verse as “ve-dabar yat ana la-
atar shefar re’aya”—Moses was looking for good pastureland
where he could graze his flock for a long time. The problem is
that the area of Mount Sinai was called horev for a reason: it is
arid and dry, hardly good land for pasture. The Midrash tells us
a different story. A little lamb ran away from the flock and
Moses pursued it. Ordinarily, Moses, the experienced shepherd,
would have caught up with it in a short time. A lamb is not a
gazelle! But this time, something unusual happened—the lamb
ran a like a deer. Moses could not keep pace with her. She ran,
he ran; he could not catch her. So he kept pursuing the lamb
until the lamb stopped at a spring and drank from its water.
This is not simply a nice story about a lamb, but a profound
one about a person. The lamb symbolizes Moses; Moses ran
from and after himself. Moses was the master of prophets, the
future redeemer, and the greatest of all teachers. But there was
a part of him that was hidden, unknown even to himself. There
was a part of him that, like the lamb, rebelled somehow. Moses
himself was not acquainted with that Moses, just as we are
often not truly acquainted with ourselves. I may know my
neighbors and friends well, but I don’t know myself. Moses
knew himself as a Midianite, completely alienated from his
brethren, completely unconcerned with their destiny and
future, but this little lamb began to run. Moses rebelled. He fled
from the flock. He is the lamb that ran at a dizzying speed away
from his persona as “Moses the son-in-law of Jethro,” away from
the Midianite establishment, away from the Moses who tried
hard to forget the past, who tried not to think of his brethren
who had lost their dignity and were doomed to eternal slavery
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and degradation. The lamb was Moses the restless and rebel-
lious, Moses the dreamer, Moses the visionary, the young Moses
who had been hidden within the new Moses for decades. Moses
the searcher ran away from the practical, sedate, logical, realis-

tic Moses, the son-in-law of Jethro.
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Even more elaborate local customs were associated with the Seder ceremony
at the beginning of Passover. There were, of course, many aspects of the Seder ser-
vice prescribed by religious law that did not vary from place to place. These in-
cluded the three matzos, the four cups of wine, the use of bitter herbs and their
garnish (haroset), the symbols of an egg and a bone, the structure of the main part
of the Hagada (Seder prayer book) before the meal, and the practice of reclining
on cushions during the ceremony. Still, the regional variations were striking. The
use of the vernacular was much greater at the Seder than at most Jewish cere-
monies; in some places, the entire ritual and accompanying songs were recited in
the vernacular, sometimes instead of, but
usually in addition to, Hebrew.

The placement of the ritual foods for
the Seder also differed culturally. Ashke-
nazic Jews grouped them on a special
plate, while Jews in Tunisia and Libya
placed them in a wicker basket. In
Bukhara the foods were displayed on a
silk, embroidered cloth. In Yemen, the
table itself became the “Seder plate.” A
small, round wooden or metal table was
covered with a layer of large-leaved
radishes, over which were placed layers
of parsley and lettuce. Plates of haroset
and of meat and egg were placed in the
middle of the table in a space left free of
leaves (Illustration 5.10). During the
parts of the ceremony when Jews in
other countries lifted the Seder plate,  5.10 Yemenite seder table with layers of greens around
Yemenites lilted the entire table. the edge and otber ritual foods in the center.
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The Seder song “Dayenu” (“It Would Have Been Enough”) was enacted in dif-
ferent ways in different areas. In Yemen, the table was picked up off the floor at
each refrain of “Dayenu.” In Iran and in some neighboring parts of Iraqi Kurdis-
tan, the celebrants beat each other with leeks or scallions during the recital of
‘Dayenu.” This was intended to memorialize the beating of the Hebrew slaves
but often resulted in raucous hilarity. I remember attending a student model
Seder in Los Angeles at which the rabbis were Ashkenazi but many of the stu-

dents were Iranian. When the children started to hit each other with scallions, the

rabbis tried in vain to quell the “disturbance.”
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