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i Section 3/ Chapter I/A)/d) ‘ ;

d) The differing opinions on construction toys

As explained earlier, any form of assembly, even temporary, is generally -
forbidden on Shabbos and Yom Tov. However, in cases where assembling and
: disassembling is the very mode of use of the item, there is a strong basis to take
ko exception to this rule. This type of application could be classified as a mode of
: use ("Derech Tashmisho"). As a general rule, mode of use is not a Melocho (see
4 Chapter I; B/c-1 earlier). This principle is at the root of the question over the use
of building toys on Shabbos. as shall be explained further.

At first appearance, use of these toys would seem to involve Boneh because
their use entails assembling many separate parts into a single functional object.232

» Examples:

¢ Tinkertoys
¢ Lego
e Construx

e Erector sets

However, based upon the rulings of some Poskim, use of these types of )
r construction toys is not truly regarded as Boneh, since the construction is in any i
¢ case not meant to remain for more than a very brief time (i.e. a few hours). Items
that are only meant to last for a very brief time are permitted to be assembled
and disassembled on Shabbos according to these Poskim.”* Nevertheless, it
would be difficult to actually permit use of these toys solely on the basis of this
i Halachic principle.m

However, there are outstanding Poskim who regard this question as an
example of Derech Tashmisho ("mode of use") because the toys are designed to
be regularly assembled and disassembled as part of their functional use. Boneh
does not apply to an item in which the acts of assembly and disassembly are the
entire extent and purpose of its design, as this constitutes the item’s mode of

= use 2® As stated earlier, an item’s mode of use is not a Melocho.
| One may adopt a lenient attitude on this shailoh with regard to young
; children. Accordingly, one need not stop children from playing with these toys. ¢

[1050] Order of Construction
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36. Makeh B’patish/Final hammer blow

8 i 1: The various acts of creation under Makeh B’patish

An act of creation can be Makeh B’patish whether it entails connecting,
detaching, or shaping.

» Examples:
s 1: Connecting:Inserting a new pendant into a necklace®

o 2: Detaching: Peeling off a splinter of wood
to serve as a toothpick™

o 3: Shaping: Hollowing out a soft clump of
potter’s clay to serve as an oil lamp®

2: Creating loosely connected assemblies

Even merely unifying two or three
segments to form a new, loosely connected item is considered an act of creation,

and is Makeh B’ patish.”

» Examples:
o 1: Putting foam stuffing into a couch pillow (casing) for the first time’®
o 2: Inserting new shoelaces into shoes™
o 3: Inserting a new lace into a coat hood™

o 4: Inserting a new pendant into a necklace where it is meant to remain
permanently8f

The Halachos mentioned above are particularly noteworthy due to the
apparently common misconception that there is nothing wrong with connecting
segments loosely together to form an item on Shabbos, especially if the item as
a whole is soft or pliant. As explained, any manner of creating a new item is
Makeh B’patish, whether the new creation is comprised of firmly glued
components (Boneh), or is merely a set of loosely connected parts (Makeh
B’patish).

There is, however, an important distinction between items comprised of
loosely connected components and those whose parts are firmly connected. This
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Section 3/Chapter I/B)/a)

Halachic difference exists in cases where one wishes to reassemble an item that
was taken apart (see no. 3 below).

3: Reconnecting components that became detached.

Loosely connected assemblies are only forbidden to be assembled Jor the
first time. On the other hand, reassembling loosely connected parts is generally
permitted (as long as the item is not considered "broken" in its disassembled
state).’®

However, components of firmly combined items that became disconnected
may never be reattached on Shabbos.

» Example:

While it is permitted to reinsert a shoelace that came out of a shoe, or a
pendant that slipped out of a necklace, it is absolutely forbidden to screw
in the handle of a broom that came off, or replace a chair "
leg that fell out of its groove.gh o

G
S

Similarly, if the lens of one’s eyeglasses fell out, one may <

not snap the lens firmly back into the frame.”
Repairing a firm assembly is forbidden because the broken item is no longer
considered an item of use, and repairing it is thus equivalent to creating it anew.”
The Halachic difference between loose and firm assemblies lies in the
differing concepts of two closely related Melochos: Boneh and Makeh B’patish.
These concepts will be elaborated on later in this chapter (see D/d, below).

4: Repairing a broken item is an act of creation

Also included under the general concept of creating is any significant repair
of an item (the Melocho of Makeh B’patish applies even to old items, see c,
below). An act of repair is equivalent to recreating, i.e., completing the broken

item.
Therefore, bending firm items back into their proper shape is also considered

a forbidden act of repair:

[1114] Order of Construction
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Section 3/Chapter I/D)/c)

» Example:

" ooming ke - oory stitching in the pocket of a new suit,40 removing
excess material left on 2 new sweater*' or pulling apart or cutting pages
of a new sefer that were not properly cut when printed“ are all examples
of Makeh B’patish even though they obviously have nothing to do with
building.

¢) Boneh has a twin Melocho; Makeh B’patish does not.

The Melocho of Boneh has a corresponding Melocho: The Melocho of
Sossair. The Melocho of Sossair is a “twin’’ to the Melocho of Boneh - and its
mirror opposite.

» Example:

The Melocho of Sossair prohibits the demolishing or dismantling of that
which is not allowed to be built or assembled because of Boneh. How-
ever, items that are not “Boneh-structures” are not subject to Sossair.**

The Me!ocho of Makeh B’patish however, has no such corresponding
Melocho.*! Therefore, spoiling or undoing the finishing touches of a completed
item is not necessarily prohibited if the item is not a Halachic structure.

» Examples:

1) Removing a shoelace from a shoe is permissible, even though inserting
a new shoelace into the shoe is Makeh B’patish (since the shoe is thereby
completed).

2) Disconnecting a loosely connected pendant g o
from an earring or necklace is permitted, even ‘-.‘
though connecting them for the first time is
Makeh B’patish.

3) Tearing open the thin cellophane wrapping commonly used to pack-
age foods is permissible, even though producing the original packagmg
(on Shabbos) might have involved Makeh B’patish.*’

Accordingly, scraping the smoothly finished surface of fine furniture, or
scratching the shiny finish of new silverware is not any kind of Melocho
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36. Makeh B’patish/Final hammer blow

(although completing these original finishing touches could be Makeh B’patish).
These damaging actions do not involve Sossair because the items were not
dismantled or destroyed. Nor is any other Melocho involved because, as
explained, there is no corresponding Melocho with Makeh B’patish.*

d) Boneh applies only to solid structures; Makeh B’patish can apply to all

items

The Melocho of Boneh applies only to firmly constructed items and
structures, whereas Makeh B’patish applies to all items, even loose assemblies,
whether they are made of hard or pliant materials. The reasons for this important
distinction lies at the heart of the conceptual differences between these two

closely related Melochos, as will be explained below:

d-1) Making a structure, versus creating an item

Boneh is defined as making a structure, either on the ground, or in the form
of vessels (see Boneh, Introduction; B, C). Makeh B’patish, on the other hand,
is any act of completion or creation (see B, earlier in this chapter).

Because Boneh entails making a structure, the Melocho cannot occur when -
combining materials that are too soft and pliable to retain any shape.

» Example:

Weaving and sewing pieces of fabric to construct a garment are not

Boneh because the pliant garment material cannot stand as a struc-
ture.”’
(However, pitching a tent is Boneh nonetheless, because the fabric is
supported by poles and a frame, thereby completing a structure. Hanging drapes
could also come under Boneh because the drapes become part of the house, not
because a new structure is created (see Boneh, Chapter I;B/m). Similarly,
opening a canopy (e.g. overa bed) or an umbrella comes under the restriction of
Ohel (see Boneh, Chapter 1V;A/a-7,a-12) because the fabric is supported by a
frame.*” Indeed, spreading linen when making beds is permitted, even if the
linen “bubbles up” - see Boneh, Chapter IV; Ala-1 0).48
Makeh B’patish, however, can occur even with pliable materials, such as a

garment, a book, plastics, etc.
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