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Jate 1947 and their kibbutz, Kfar Etzion,

lr*"_’m inthe hills becween Jerusalem and chro:k]’(?o::}:::;m!m
e ynder sicge. The] ewish state was about ro be established, and KIDE
B=" packed by the ] ardanian Legion, were intensifying thei attacrl:
‘dhgdis;g the children and mothers from Kfar Etzion was 2 last-miny .
Iw“wmjssiOfi' They were driven that night to 5 monastery in Jemsale::
zju;oved into the basement. .Ead" ,f“mﬂl”s space was defined by a thin
irion- Hanan's &Lher,’ i k'lbbutu military liaison, happened to be in
olem, helping oranize futile rescue operations for the Erzion Bloc,
J onMay 1948, the mot.hers and children gathered around a shortwave
o they did every evening, EVO hear reports from Kfar Etzion—Malka,
“qu!‘“'” in milicary code; The voice of Kfar Etzion’s commander addressed
e vivES and children: “Our spirits are strong. You too muse be st

In the basement, total silence. Then wailing and screams, One woman
sied o drink a jerry can filled with kerosene, bur was stopped by others,
Hanan and his friends were quickly dispatched to the courtyard.

Only afterward did the families learn what had happened thar day. In
themorning, armored cars of the Jordanian army had broken through the
Jefenses of Kfar Erzion. Into the breach came hundreds of armed men from
the surrounding villages. The eighty surviving defenders raised a white flag,
And then a machine gun opened fire. The few who escaped into a bunker
werekilled by grenades.

Inan instant, all the children in the basement had become fatherless.
Except, thar is, for Hanan and his younger twin siblings, and a few other

lucky children whose fathers happened to be outside Kfar Etzion when the
siege closed in,

» The day after th 4 :

; : rong; Y alter the massacre, David Ben-Gurion declared the establish-
Then they heard popping noises, followed by a long pause. And then an- et of the state, Meanwhile, the defendefs of the three remaining kib-
ice: “Malka nafla’— Malka has fallen.” buri i 3
cher o ‘ in the Etzion Bloc surrendered to the Jordanian army, and were

[n the basement, total silence. Then wailing and screams. One woman ‘

" Prisoner to Jordan, After the war, the eve of Inde
ot oz § - ) pendence Day was
vied to drink a jerry can filled with kerosene, bur was stopped by others. “ared Mepy, orial D , ;
Hananand his friends were quickly dispatched to the courtyard. ’ K, 2y for Israel’ fallen, partly in memory of the fallen of

fEtion,

Halevi, p. 115-117

IT WAS MIDDAY as Hanan began walking into the terraced hills, toward
Kfar Etzion. A surprising breeze softened the strong sun. He had imag- s
ined this moment so often. And now, at age twenty-four, he was returning | L | K E

as a victor, a liberator of Jerusalem. [ | D R E A M E R S F"

Afeer about a mile he came to an abandoned Jordanian army camp:
the site of K far Etzion. In the total silence he could hear his footsteps. He
searched for the houses, but there were only army barracks, resembling long
metal tubes, Even the orchards and vineyards were gone. Nothing left, not
cven the memory of our presence—

The wind scattered papers on the ground. There was no shade against
the midday sun,

Hanan came to the oak tree. He stood beneath the powerful branches
3nd felt small and helpless. He caressed the trunk, rested his head against it,

' oWn Western Wall.

oco BREENEG

The “Lone™” Oak Tree in Gush
Etzion
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Remembering, Forgetting, and Transcending Exile

by Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz

constant debate among Holocaust survivors. In my own family, my aunt talked extensively

about her experiences during the Holocaust, while my mother rarely spoke about those events.
When 1 got older I asked my mother why, and she explained that she wanted to protect us from the
horrors that had ravaged her young life.

This debate is a very old one. The Rabbis of the Talmud already wondered if we should try to
supress anguished thoughts, or speak about them with others. Some philosophers have felt that
suppressing negative memories is the path to happiness. Nietzsche. in Genealogy of Morals, writes
that: “.. we can immediately see how there could be no happiness, cheerfulness, hope, pride,
immediacy, without forgetfulness. The person in whom this apparaius of suppression is damaged, so that
it stops working, can be compared (and not just compared -) to a dyspeptic; he cannet ‘cope’ with
anvthing...™ In psychology, a very different view of trauma took hold. Josef Breuer and Sigmund Freud treated their patients by
making them recall repressed memories of traumatic events. As they put it: “The repressed idea takes its revenge, however, by becoming
pachogenic.”” We might intuitively think that forgetting trauma is helpful: but Freud takes the view that repressed memories can cause

! re nightmares worth remembering? Should we block out traumatic events? This question was a

more pain while forgotten than when remembered.

I'have to inform the Knesset that a short time ago one of the EH ffj

great Nazi war criminals, Adolf Eichmann, the man responsible ' W ﬁﬂﬁ—\ '

together with the Nazi leaders for what they called the Final So- : BEBORAHI EN\

lution, which is the annihilation of six million European Jews, %IESTADT fﬁ
EICHMANN-—*

Was discovered by the Israel security services. Adolf Bichmann is
already under arrest in Israel and will be placed on trial shortly
under the terms of the Law for the Trial of Nazis and Their Col-
laboratgrs 2 )

TRIAL

~David Ben-Gurion's unprecedented news shared with the Knesset plenum on March 23, 1960 as
quoted in The Eichmann Trial, p. 3

When | stand before you here, Judges of Israel, to lead the
prosecution of Adolf Eichmann, | am not standing alone. With
me are six million accusers. But they cannot rise to their feet
and point an accusing finger towards him who sits in the dock
and cry, “l accuse.” For their ashes are piled up on the hills of
Auschwitz and the fields of Treblinka, and are strewn in the
forests of Poland. Their graves are scattered throughout the length and breadth of
Europe. Their blood cries out but their voice is not heard. Therefore | will be their
spokesman and in their name | will unfold this awesome indictment.

Excerpt from the opening speech of the Honorable Gideon Hausner, Attorney General
of Israel and lead prosecutor in the case of Israel v. Adolf Eichmann April 1961

And Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, "Every son who is born you shall cast into the Nile...” ~ Shemot 1:22
There is a certain people... and their laws differ from [those of] every people... If it pleases the king, let it be written to destroy
them ~ Esther 3:8-9
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A Song |.1_|" Ascents: When God
brought back those who returned fo
Fiom, we were like those wihe dream.”

e often recite this verse
in litargy and somg, but
for this Yom HaAtemaut

(Independence Day) in  particulsr, it
conveys unique significance as we celebrate
70 years of modern Jewish statehood. This
year we not only recall the sentiments
of gratitnde and awe expressed in this
psalm, but also revisit the ‘original’ 70-year
historical context, “When God brought
back those who returned to Zion” following
Babylonian rule. After 70 years of Jewish
exile which began with the Babylonian
invazsion of Judea in 605 BCE, Cyrus of
Persia allowed the Jews to return to their
Land and rebuild their Temple (Ezra 1:1)
— fulfilling the words of God as prophesied
T wears earlier by Jeremiah (25:11-13}.

R. Meir Moskowitz

70: Revisiting our
Prophecies and Dreams

Rabb

How dream-ike it must have been for the
42360 Jews who retomed (Nehemiah
T:66) to see their homeland once again
and begin to rebuild the Beit HaMikdash
( Temple) 70 years after losing sovereignty!

Unfortunately, political, economic, demo-
graphic and religions tensions deterred the

Jews from rebuilding the Mikdash wpon

returning  to Yerushalayim  {Jerusalem)
in 535 BCE. Digillusioned, they began
to wonder whether the time was indeed
ripe for reconstruction and fulfillment of
prophecies.

S0 what happened to the promises of 70
years of exile and return? Following the
appointment of Judean leader Zerubavel
as satrap (governor over the province
of Judea), Haggai and Zecharizh appear
on the prophetic stage in 520 BCE, to
encourage the people to rebuild the Beit
HaMikdash based on a new T0-year

prophecy:

This is a chronicle of the planet
of Auschwitz... [The]
inhabitants of this planet had no
names, they had no parents nor
did they have children... [T]hey
were not born there and they did
not give birth;... [T]hey did not
live--nor did they die--according

to the laws of this world.

~ Yechiel De~Nur, Testimony
at Eichmann Trial

Zechariah (Zecharish 1:12-17) explained
that these 70 years began 19 years after
the Babylonian invasion, with the actual
destruction of Yerushalavim and the Beit
HaMikdash in 586 BCE. He therehy
encouraged the fedgling Jewish state to
build with confidence so that by 316 BCE,
70 years of destruction in Jeruzalem would
also come to an end! And they were like
dreamers once again, becanse 19 years
after their initial return to the Land, this
prophecy of rebuilding the Temple was
fulfilled.

I am perpetually inspired as we relive this
time period of Shivat Teion (Retumn to
Zion) 1,400 years later. In 1948 we returned
like dreamers to Jewish statehood (this
time after nearly 2,000 years of exile), built
homes and communities throughout the
Land and witnessed the re-fulfillment of
numerouns prophecies, although Yerusha-
layim ( Jerusalem) was not yet in our hands.

But once again, it took us exactly 19 years
from the re-establishment of our statehood
to rebuild Yerushalwyim in 1967! The
prophecies of Jeremiah and Zechariah echo
in our ears as we witness the remarkable
parallels of establishing autonomy and
rebuilding Jerusalem over a 19-year span.
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When you hear the order “Move”, you tank soldiers will understand
that “move?” for us, the Israel Defense Forces, means in only one
direction: forward. Always forward, and only forward. Because we, the

Jewish people, have nowhere else to go.'
~ Shmuel “Gorodish” Gonen, Colonel and Commander of Seventh Brigade

during the Six-Day War, as quoted by Shabtai Tevet in Exposed in the
Turret

W
Liat +§

In May 1967, as the armies of Eqypt and Syria prepare to attack Israel, and Egyptian President Gamal Abdul Nasser
announces, “Our basic objective will be the destruction of __ Israel,” the Jewish world falls into a
state of great anxiety, even panic, fearing massive Jewish : deaths only twenty-two years after the
Holocaust. Inside Israel, many Jews with foreign passports flee the country, but the
Rebbe tells people to remain in Israel and to have no fear. On May 28, just over a week
before the war begins, the [Lubavitcher] Rebbe, speaking before an audience of many thousands,
proclaims that Israel will soon emerge from the current situation with great success: “There is
no reason to be afraid. | am displeased with the exaggerations being disseminated and
the panicking of the citizens in Israel.” His optimistic pronouncements are headlined in
Israel’'s newspapers: “God Is Defending the Holy Land, and Victory Will Come Soon” (Vedliot

Abronot: May 31,1967).

Hence, our gift must be the gift that we American Jews are going
to give to the Jews and the government of the State of Tirael - in ather
words, our accelerated participation in that great and historic venture

his is an hour of crisis, not only for Israel az a state but for known as the upa. Mo Jew whe failsto give, and to SGEII.IEIEDH}' increase
1] ¥
TR s sy s A UIE WOTI that Il does not s "

Israel as a people. Our destiny and the destiny of our children and chil-
dren’s children after us is being forged by the soldiers of Israel on lonely
outposts in the Gaza strip and on the heights overlooking the Gulf of
Agaba. No Jew can afford to look upon the tense situation as an out-
sider, As Mordecai the Jew said to Queen Esther, highly placed in non-
Jewish society and politics, "Do not imagine that you will escape in the
king's house” {Esther 4:11) = do not imagine that you will find safety
while danger befalls the rest of the House of Lsrael.

The Arab guns aimed at the heart of Israel are aimed at our
hearts. The stranglehold on the Gulf of Agaba, the lifeline of the medina
{nation), is a stranglehold on our throats. And the Russian contempt for
the State of Israel bespeaks the old, traditional Russian contempt for all

of us as Jews.

msmnmmg delivered approximately a week before the breakout
of the Six Day War.
THeow ought we to react in this grave DOUT FICW BavE [EWS lwayy

and should Jews now react!

The aschetypical and 5:,|m|m|ic confrontation between lzrael and
its enemies was that between Jacob and Esau. When Jacob, surrounded
by his winves and children and his retinue, heard that the armed columng
of Esau were marching towards him with vengeasce i thede hearts,
Rashi {(Genesis 32:9) tells us that he prepared a threefold strategy - he
prepared himself for prayer, for gifts, and for waz. It is this threefold
approach that must hecome the pattern for our attitude as well

" Quote from Out of the Depths, p. 243

The second p.lrwfthnslml:egyi;wnr. Can we participate in war

if'it should be necessary?

¥es wie can, and yes it is necessary, There are many ways to fight

a war, many fronts, and many weapons. Our contribution, thaugh not
military, must not be under-estimaged.

For one thing, we must undertake an indefatigable political cam-
praign. As members of a subculture in this great democeacy, it is entirely
proper that we make our opinien felt where such epinions carry weight.
We miuist undertake to inform the President of the United States, by lat-
ter and telegram, that we support his support of Israel, and to tell him
as well as ouir senators and representatives that it was at the urging of an

American Secretary of State that Tsrac] gaveup much of its precious vie-
':.11:} |r.|_Sl|.'|JIJ:L|1rI .[h.lt.lhell_jl'nl.itcd States has treaty obligations to lsrael.

Fimally, the third element in this Jewish strategy first taught by
Jacob is tefille, prayer. We can perferm that by keeping the present situ-
ation in mind every time we speak in our fefillof of Jerusalem and Zion,
In addition, we shall at the conclusion of services today recite hpl':l_'m]
prayers for the welfare of the State of lsracl,

Bt wedded to prayer is the concept of hope. Our prayer and our
outleok must always be hopeful, never desperate.
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In the slumber of tree and stone,

Hostage to her dream,

Is the city that sits alone,

While in her heart there lies a wall
Jerusalem of gold, and of bronze and of light
Behold for all your songs, | am violin
(original lyrics days before Israel Independence Day, 1967)

A shofar calls out on the Temple Mount, in the Old City
And in the caves in the rock, thousands of suns shine

We've returned to the water holes, to the market and the square

We will once more return to the Dead Sea, by the Jericho road.

L my lord (e coming back Lo the eity of david
L ohhh ohbb
praice the lord

"L well my lord i¢ coming back Lo the eity of david
my lord (e coming back for hic own

well my lord /e coming back o the city of david
oh oh prasce the lord

~ song by Feter Hendel, lyrics by R. Shlomo
Carlebach

ORI T
3N s eighil

% the high places of a fon

2 Translation from /srael: A Concise History of a Nation Reborn (Gordis, 2017)

Rabbi Akiva said to them: That is why | am
laughing...Rather, the verse established that

= fulfillment of the prophecy of Zechariah is

dependent on fulfillment of the prophecy of
Uriah. In the prophecy of Uriah it is written:
“Therefore, for your sake Zion shall be
plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall
become rubble, and the Temple Mount as

" (Micah 3:12),
where foxes are found. There is a rabbinic
tradition that this was prophesied by Uriah. In
the prophecy of Zechariah it is written:
“There shall yet be elderly men and elderly
women sitting in the streets of Jerusalem”
(Zechariah 8:4). Until the prophecy of Uriah
with regard to the destruction of the city
was fulfilled | was afraid that the prophecy of
Zechariah would not be fuifilled, as the two
prophecies are linked. Now that the prophecy
of Uriah was fulfilled, it is evident that the
prophecy of Zechariah remains valid. The
Gemara adds: The Sages said to him,
employing this formulation: Akiva, you have


https://www.sefaria.org/Micah.3.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Zechariah.8.4
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Benjamin Netanyahu @ @netanyanu 9 Feb 2015
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Midrash Rabba, Exodus 2:2- Rebbe Acha
said: The Shechina (Divine Presence) will
never depart from the Western Wall, as it is
written, "Behold — He stands behind our
wall" (Song of Songs 2:9)

I am speaking to you from the plaza of the Western Wall, the
remnant of our Holy Temple. ‘Comfort my people, comfort them,
says the Lord your God.’ This is the day we have hoped for, let
us rejoice and be glad in His salvation. The vision of all
generations is being realized before our eyes: The city of God,
the site of the Temple, the Temple Mount and the Western
Wall, the symbol of the nation’s redemption, have been
redeemed today by you, heroes of the Israel Defense Forces. By
doing so you have fulfilled the oath of generations, ‘If I forget
thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning.’
Indeed, we have not forgotten you, Jerusalem, our holy city,
our glory. In the name of the entire Jewish people in Israel and
the Diaspora, I hereby recite with supreme joy, Blessed art
Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has kept us in
life, who has preserved us, and enabled us to reach this day.
This year in Jerusalem - rebuilt!

comforted us; Akiva, you have comforted
us.

EXHAUSTED, GRIEVING, EXULTANT, paratroopers crossed the Temple
Mount and rushed down to the Western Wall.

Hanan Porat too was looking for a way to get to the Wall. The Temple
Mount may have been the locus of holiness, center of the universe, but Hanap
craved the Wall, where Jews had prayed for this moment. As he ran down the
steps, he told a friend, “We are writing the next chapter of the Bible.”

The narrow space before the Wall—barely five meters wide and twenty
meters long—filled with soldiers. Rabbi Goren was lifted onto shoulders.
He tried to blow the shofar but was too overcome. “Rabbi,” said an officer, a
kibburznik, “give me the shofar. I play the trumpet.” Goren complied. The
sound that emerged rescmbled the blast of a bugle.

A kibbutznik asked Hanan Porat to teach him an appropriate prayer.
Hanan replied, “Just say the Shema”—the basic Jewish prayer that begins,
“Hear O Israel, the Lord our God the Lord is one,” and which any Ortho-

dox child can recite. But the kibbutznik had never heard of the Shema. “Re-
peat after me,” said Hanan, and they said the prayer together.

Jr—

I traveled toIsrael in August of 1967 in order to see for ourselves the
incredible results of the Six Day War, to feel the miraculous salvation
of the people and State of Israel, and to see the devastation of the
Arab armies which attacked Israel from all sides in June 1967 and
threatened the extinction of the State and its citizens. We arrived in
Tel Aviv on Erev Tisha B'Av, August 14, 1967... the mood in Israel was
anything but Tisha B'Av-like. There was simply no feeling of
mourning or sadness. On the contrary, there was a feeling of

The Text of Nachem
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exhilaration, confidence, excitement and redemption... Rabbi Goren
read Eikhaand then the congregation began the first of the
Lamentations. They got through about half of the stanzas and then
they stopped, and everyone proceeded to leave shu/. The mood of

the country was one of liberation and redemption with people +

feeling that they had been saved from, G-d forbid, a second R. Haskel Lookstein
Holocaust... How could one feel depressed and mournful on that Tisha

B'Av?

Ralibi Haim David Halevy
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