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  רב שג"ר, ​ביום ההוא
  ​ה. אין במצעד ביום-העצמאות משום "כוחי ועוצם ידי" ​(​מתוך דרשת "מזמור יט" לרצי"ה, יום העצמאות

 תשכ"ז​)
 אותו אדם טען לפני טענה נוספת: מדוע לא תאסור הרבנות ללכת לחזות במצעד צה"ל, הרי יש בזה

 משום "כחי ועוצם ידי". אולם, אדרבה, אין כל פסול בראיית המצעד, כי כשזוכרים
 אנו שד' נותן לנו את הכוח הזה לעשות חיל אין זה "כחי ועוצם ידי" במובנו השלילי,
 כי אם למוד וקיום של תורה: לומדים אנו שעלינו לעשות את המצוה המוטלת עלינו

 בכוח הזה - כיבושה של הארץ. לא כולם מקיימים את המצוה בייחוד הכוונה
 האמיתית, לא כולם אומרים "לשם ייחוד". לא תמיד מקיימים מצוה בשלמות

 הכוונה, אבל בסופו של דבר מתקיימת המצוה. זוהי מצוה, מצותם של כלל ישראל ומוטלת על כולנו...

2 



 
Rabbi Effie Kleinberg 
 

 

 
 

 ~David Ben-Gurion’s unprecedented news shared with the Knesset plenum on March 23, 1960 as 
quoted in ​The Eichmann Trial, p. 3 

When I stand before you here, Judges of Israel, to lead the 
prosecution of Adolf Eichmann, I am not standing alone. With 

me are six million accusers. But they cannot rise to their feet 
and point an accusing finger towards him who sits in the dock 
and cry, “I accuse.” For their ashes are piled up on the hills of 
Auschwitz and the fields of Treblinka, and are strewn in the 

forests of Poland. Their graves are scattered throughout the length and breadth of 
Europe. Their blood cries out but their voice is not heard. Therefore I will be their 

spokesman and in their name I will unfold this awesome indictment. 
Excerpt from the opening speech of the Honorable Gideon Hausner, Attorney General 

of Israel and lead prosecutor in the case of Israel v. Adolf Eichmann April 1961 
* 

And Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, "Every son who is born you shall cast into the Nile..." ~ Shemot 1:22 
There is a certain people... and their laws differ from [those of] every people… If it pleases the king, let it be written to destroy 

them ~ Esther 3:8-9 
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R. Meir Moskowitz 

This is a chronicle of the planet 
of Auschwitz… [The] 
inhabitants of this planet had no 
names, they had no parents nor 
did they have children… [T]hey 
were not born there and they did 
not give birth;... [T]hey did not 
live--nor did they die--according 
to the laws of this world. 
~ Yechiel De-Nur, Testimony 

at Eichmann Trial 
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When you hear the order “Move”, you tank soldiers will understand 
that “move” for us, the Israel Defense Forces, means in only one 
direction: forward. Always forward, and only forward. Because we, the 
Jewish people, have nowhere else to go.  1
~ ​Shmuel “Gorodish” Gonen, Colonel and Commander of Seventh Brigade 
during the Six-Day War, as quoted by Shabtai Tevet in​ Exposed in the 
Turret 

 

In May 1967, as the armies of Egypt and Syria prepare to attack Israel, and Egyptian President Gamal Abdul Nasser 
announces, “Our basic objective will be the destruction of  Israel,” the Jewish world falls into a 
state of great anxiety, even panic, fearing massive Jewish  deaths only twenty-two years after the 
Holocaust. Inside Israel, many Jews with foreign  passports flee the country, but the 
Rebbe tells people to remain in Israel and to have no  fear. On May 28, just over a week 
before the war begins, the [Lubavitcher] Rebbe, speaking  before an audience of many thousands, 
proclaims that Israel will soon emerge from the current  situation with great success: “There is 
no reason to be afraid. I am displeased with the  exaggerations being disseminated and 
the panicking of the citizens in Israel.” His optimistic  pronouncements are headlined in 
Israel’s newspapers: “God Is Defending the Holy Land,  and Victory Will Come Soon” ( ​Yediot 
Ahronot​, May 31, 1967). 

 

 

 

 

1 Quote from ​Out of the Depths​, p. 243 
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In the slumber of tree and stone, 
Hostage to her dream, 
Is the city that sits alone,  
While in her heart there lies a wall 
Jerusalem of gold, and of bronze and of light 
Behold for all your songs, I am violin  
(original lyrics days before Israel Independence Day, 1967) 
We’ve returned to the water holes, to the market and the square 
A shofar calls out on the Temple Mount, in the Old City 
And in the caves in the rock, thousands of suns shine 
We will once more return to the Dead Sea, by the Jericho road.  2

my lord is coming back to the city of david 
ohhh ohhh 
praise the lord 
… 
well my lord is coming back to the city of david 
my lord is coming back for his own 
well my lord is coming back to the city of david 
oh oh praise the lord 
~ song by Feter Hendel, lyrics by R. Shlomo 
Carlebach 

 

 

 

Rabbi Akiva said to them: That is why I am 
laughing…Rather, the verse established that 
fulfillment of the prophecy of Zechariah is 
dependent on fulfillment of the prophecy of 
Uriah. In the prophecy of Uriah it is written: 
“Therefore, for your sake Zion shall be 
plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become rubble, and the Temple Mount as 
the high places of a forest” (​Micah 3:12​), 
where foxes are found. There is a rabbinic 
tradition that this was prophesied by Uriah. In 
the prophecy of Zechariah it is written: 
“There shall yet be elderly men and elderly 
women sitting in the streets of Jerusalem” 
(​Zechariah 8:4​). Until the prophecy of Uriah 
with regard to the destruction of the city 
was fulfilled I was afraid that the prophecy of 
Zechariah would not be fulfilled, as the two 
prophecies are linked. Now that the prophecy 
of Uriah was fulfilled, it is evident that the 
prophecy of Zechariah remains valid. The 
Gemara adds: The Sages said to him, 
employing this formulation: Akiva, you have 

2 ​Translation from ​Israel: A Concise History of a Nation Reborn ​(Gordis, 2017) 
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Midrash Rabba, Exodus 2:2- ​Rebbe Acha 
said: The Shechina (Divine Presence) will 

never depart from the Western Wall, as it is 
written, "Behold ― He stands behind our 

wall" (Song of Songs 2:9) 

comforted us; Akiva, you have comforted 
us. 

 

I am speaking to you from the plaza of the Western Wall, the 
remnant of our Holy Temple. ‘Comfort my people, comfort them, 
says the Lord your God.’ This is the day we have hoped for, let 
us rejoice and be glad in His salvation. The vision of all 
generations is being realized before our eyes: The city of God, 
the site of the Temple, the Temple Mount and the Western 
Wall, the symbol of the nation’s redemption, have been 
redeemed today by you, heroes of the Israel Defense Forces. By 
doing so you have fulfilled the oath of generations, ‘If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning.’ 
Indeed, we have not forgotten you, Jerusalem, our holy city, 
our glory. In the name of the entire Jewish people in Israel and 
the Diaspora, I hereby recite with supreme joy, Blessed art 
Thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has kept us in 
life, who has preserved us, and enabled us to reach this day. 
This year in Jerusalem – rebuilt! 

             

 

      

I traveled to Israel in August of 1967 in order to see for ourselves the 
incredible results of the Six Day War, to feel the miraculous salvation 
of the people and State of Israel, and to see the devastation of the 
Arab armies which attacked Israel from all sides in June 1967 and 
threatened the extinction of the State and its citizens. We arrived in 
Tel Aviv on Erev Tisha B’Av, August 14, 1967… the mood in Israel was 
anything but Tisha B’Av-like. There was simply no feeling of 
mourning or sadness. On the contrary, there was a feeling of   
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exhilaration, confidence, excitement and redemption… Rabbi Goren 
read ​Eikha​ and then the congregation began the first of the 
Lamentations. They got through about half of the stanzas and then 
they stopped, and everyone proceeded to leave ​shul​. The mood of 
the country was one of liberation and redemption with people 
feeling that they had been saved from, G-d forbid, a second 
Holocaust… How could one feel depressed and mournful on that Tisha 
B’Av? 

                   
 ​     R. Haskel Lookstein               R. Haim David HaLevy                       R. Ovadia Yosef 
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