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? shiurei HaRav (On the Love of n1in: Impromptu Remarks at a Siyyum, pg 182)- In a certain sense what k’dusha
is for the Jew, Torah is for the talmid chacham. Torah should not just be an intellectual pastime. True, one can enjoy
the intellectual creativity involved in Talmud Torah, but Talmud Torah should be an emotional experience as well;
one should feel a tremor when engaged in it. The Torah should not just be seen as a book, but as a living
personality, a queen like the Shabbos Malkasa, with whom one can establish an I-thou relationship. In many
places the Torah is referred to as a personality, as for example: “The n1insaid before the Holy One Blessed Be
He.” The study of n1inshould be a dialogue, not a monologue. If | look at the x1naas simply paper and print, as
merely a text, | would never be creative; Torah is a friend.
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31) Reb Boruch Ber: The Life and Times of Rav Boruch Dov Leibowitz (pg 199)- Once someone who had
written a sefer asked Rabbeinu for his haskamah and could not understand why Rabbeinu was very slow

in complying with the request. R. Reuven asked Rabbeinu for an explanation. It turned out that in the

introduction the author had referred to Klal Yisrael as “Am ha-sefer — People of the Book.” R. Boruch Ber
was not pleased by this term. He said, “Are we the People of the Book? We are the People of the Torah!”
R. Reuven asked, “But doesn’t the Kuzari use that expression in his sefer?” Rabbeinu replied, “If you look,
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you will see that it is the king that uses that expression, not the Kuzari’. You cannot vindicate usage of
the term based on that!”
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34) The House of Rizhin: Chassidus and the Rizhiner Dynasty (pg 161)- [R'Yisrael of Rizhin once
commented:] “I am able to live alone on an island for one hundred years without any seforim and

worship Hashem without the slightest interruption!”
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7 Presumably, a reference to the “chaver” (1"sn)
y"1 2ty
? See also Torah Tavlin (vol. 1, pg 365) in the name of R’ Dovid of Lelov Zy”a.
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