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Rav Avraham Halevi Gombiner

(1635-1682)

Rav Gombiner lived in Poland and was the rav of Kasich, Poland. He wrote a commentary on the Shulchan Arukh called the Magen Avraham in
which he often tried to incorporate the minhagim of Poland as well as the kabbalastic minhagim of the Jewish community in Tzefat as found in
the writings of the Shelah. His emphasis was that customs should be respected.

Rav Yechiel Michel Halevi Epstein

(1829-1908)

Rav Epstein was a posek in Lithuania. His sefer Arukh Hashulchan was written in the order of the simanim of the Shulchan Arukh.
At the beginning of each halakha he gives the background of the Gemara and the Rishonim. Deserved or not, his reputation is
that he tries harder to justify rampant practices than the Mishna Berura.

Rav Moshe Feinstein

(1895-1986)

Rav Moshe Feinstein was born in Russia and moved to the USA. His sefer Shu”t Igrot Moshe is considered one of the most
important collection of responsa in our generation. He dealt with many real-life halakhic issues that arise from modern
technological realities.

Rav Ovadya Yosef

1920-2014

Rav Ovadya Yosef was born in Baghdad and made aliya at the age of 4. He learned in the Yeshivot in the old city of Jerusalem and got smicha
from the former Chief Rabbi of Israel Rav Uziel. In 1947 he was the Rabbi and Av Beit Din in Cairo. He returned to Israel in 1950 and remained
there permanently, later becoming the Chief Rabbi of Israel. He is considered unique in our generation in terms of his bekiyut and
phenomenal memory of all poskim, Shas, and Tanakh, giving many of his teshuvot the feeling of an encyclopedia entry. He deals with all areas
of halakha in his teshuvot, especially modern ones. His teshuvot are called Yabia Omer and Yechaveh Da’at. At least 9 volumes of them are
published. His teshuvot are easy to learn because they are in order, beginning with the sources and continuing to the halakha le-ma’aseh.

Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss

(1902-1989)

Rav Weiss was a prominent dayan and Posek. He was born in Hungary, a son of a distinguished chassid, who became community
leader in Munkatch. He studied under his father and received smicha from the Munkatcher Rebbe. At the age of 20 he became a
rosh yeshiva in Munkatch. He became Av Beit Din in Grosswardein, Romania, but fled in 1944, escaping the Nazis by hding in
attics. In 1949 he moved to Manchester, England, where he became Av Beit Din. He remained there until 1970 when he left to
Eretz Yisrael to join the Eda HaChareidis, whose head he became in 1979 after the death of the Satmar Rebbe. His teshuvot are
published in ten volumes of Minchat Yitzchak, including a special section entitled Pirsumei Nissa, detailing how he survived WWII.
As opposed to the Igrot Moshe, which went straight to the Rambam and Gemara looking for precedents, Minchat Yitzhak usually
begins with recent poskim and works its way back to the Gemara.

Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg

1915-2006

Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg, known for teshuvot published under the name “Tzitz Eliezer,” was the Av Beit Din in
Yerushalayim. In his Teshuvot he deals with many modern questions, especially when it comes to science and medicine in
halakha. He served as the rabbi of Shaare Tzedek Hospital in Yerushalayim. He also wrote a 3-volume sefer on the laws of the
Medina.

Rav Shlomo Luria (Maharshal)

1510-1573

Rav Luria was born in Brisk and later served there as rabbi. He wrote the Yam Shel Shlomo on Shas, written for scholars, unlike
the Shulchan Arukh and Rema (a relative of his), which he dismissed as being written for the layman. It is known for bold,
innovative chiddushim. He wrote on 16 masekhtot, and around 7 of them remain. He also wrote “teshuvot,” that may have been
just his position on certain topics, not necessarily answering a question from anyone. He was very deferential to Ashkenazic
tradition, writing that it sometimes outweighs the halakha. He strongly advocated paskening based on a knowledge of Shas,
rather than following the Shulchan Arukh. He also made edits to Shas called Chokhmat Shlomo. There were lots of inaccuracies in
the texts, often made by misguided publishers. He felt this was the cause of many errors of poskim. He died in Lublin. He had
many great talmidim, including the author of the Sma.



