Seder in your Sedel

April 5t 5780

The shiur is kindly sponsored by Michael and Karen Rosenbloom in honor of the
yahrtzeit of Karen's father Mr Julius Sand, Yehuda ben Meir a'h.

The Number 15

Redemption then and now, Rabbi Benjamin Blech
1. Shmos 17:16

17 7R PRRER T2 TR A1 0709 T3 Ny

He said, “It means, ‘Hand upon the throne of the LORD!” The LORD will be at war with
Amalek throughout the ages.”

2. Rashi, ad loc
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BECAUSE THE HAND IS UPON THE THRONE OF JAH — the hand of the Holy One, blessed
be He, is raised to swear by His throne that He will have war and enmity against Amalek to all
eternity. And what is the force of 05 — why does it not say as usual x03? And the Divine Name,
also, is divided into half (7> is only the half of the Tetragrammaton)! The Holy One, blessed be
He, swears that His Name will not be perfect nor His throne perfect until the name of Amalek be
entirely blotted out. But when his name is blotted out then will His (God’s) Name be perfect and
His throne perfect

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 1



3. Beis Halevi, Bo 20
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The Context of Reality
4. Historical Hagadah, Rabbi Nachman Cohen
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Dayenu
5. Imrei Shefer, Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin
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H” and the Angel
6. Shem Mishmuel, Rabbi Shmuel Bornsztain
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Free (like the Romans)
7. The Royal Table, Rabbi Norman Lamm

Sxp nona We lean on the left side when we drink the Four Cups and eat the

matzah, acéording to the Talmud, because of a hygienic reason: not to choke

on our food. But beyond that, scholars suggest other dimensions. The leaning
is a symbol of aristocracy and freedom. But this is puzzling: Why adopt for our
Jewish religious purposes a form or posture that was unique to the Romans of
two thousand years ago? Why retain this fossilized Roman custom when we
have so many beautiful Jewish customs? The answer, I suggest, lies in irony.
Why is our Seder lacking and incomplete today? Why do we not observe the
Passover sacrifice which was the center of our Seder in the days of indepen-
dence? Why are we today in exile? It is because the Romans of two thousand
years ago destroyed the Temple. But we shall not allow that destruction to
rob us of our authenticity and undo us as a people. And so, today, we practice
that very Roman symbol of freedom, the inclining on the left side. We adopt
the Roman posture of leisure — and we thereby celebrate zekher le-Mikdash,

remembering everything that occurred in the Temple, while they, the Romans
who ravaged the Temple, are no longer in existence!

The Seder Night which Changed History
8. Beis Halevi, Bo
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9. Brachos 9a
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10. Brachos 46a
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