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Dedication
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This work is dedicated as a merit for the speedy recovery of all those

that are ill and in loving memory of those who perished in the
COVID-19 pandemic.

May God speedily fulfill the words of Isaiah (25:8) “[God] will
destroy death forever, and the Lord God shall wipe the tears off
every face, and the shame of His people He shall remove from upon
the entire earth, for the Lord has spoken.”
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2R PR NPI RITV2 DORNDY 2pY2 UNINRD %)
(39,09 92'T13) :58 Hyann HRIVIN
For there is no divination in Jacob and no soothsaying in Israel.

In time it will be said to Jacob and Israel, "'What has God
wrought’? (Numbers 23:23)

% %k %k ok %

“[These words inaugurated and sanctified] the American Telegraph with the
name of its author... No words could have been selected more expressive of the
disposition of my own mind at that time, to ascribe all the honor to Him to

whom it truly belongs.”

- Samuel F. B. Morse

YYaw m 95 YR HYa NN ,NINIRY,DMNN YYRY HY n¥an nvnY M» na nny”
TY 7195 UYP N ,DOVRY NNMTPN M ,NIMR WTPN NN 170V Y107 X1 [DR DY)
(L RIND 277 RVPDY) "NNVYI 12 NN RHY

In the future a heavenly voice will spread across the mountaintops saying
“What hath God wrought? All who have worked with God should come and
take their reward!” And the heavenly spirit says, “Who can precede me and 1

will pay them? Who can praise me before I have given them a soul?”

- Pesikta DeRav Kahana
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I - The Mandate of Scientific Progress

1. Pirkei Avos 3:14 — 75:3 n1aR pap
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image [of God]. Especially beloved is he for it was made

Rabbi Yisrael Lifschitz (1782-1860)

known to him that he had been created in the image [of
Altona

God], as it is said: “for in the image of God He made man”
(Genesis 9:6). Beloved are Israel in that they were called children to Hashem. Especially beloved

are they for it was made known to them that they are called children of the Hashem, as it is said:

“your are children to Hashem your God” (Deuteronomy 14:1). Beloved are Israel in that a precious
vessel was given to them. Especially beloved are they for it was made known to them that the
desirable instrument, with which the world had been created, was given to them, as it is said: “for

| give you good instruction; forsake not my Torah” (Proverbs 4:2).

2. Tiferes Yisrael: Yachin on Pirkei Avos 3 - 3 299 N1aR No9» 1999 DR NIRDN

272N R9D2 DP?OTN MINT IR R"DT ,MND 'OINI] DAY 199K 13977 (37073 DTRAT 9”1 .DTR 222N (N9)
,OTRD NR NYWYT RIPN RIN INPAT 7PRIN 127,071992 19798 971 79910 DIRN PR HI2 RYMIT N7Y HRIY?
DTIP DTN ,YWIN NYNY DIYN NWHRNM Y 190 DN L[V"INN W”N1] IR NI 29T 27190 N1 DMV 1IN
(R) D'NYR DYY VW DMIYY DIV NV 29N

It appears to me that the correct version is “the [species] man” which comes to include gentiles.

For since the statement concludes “Beloved are Israel,” it implies that we are speaking about the

entire human species including gentiles. Another proof to this idea is that the Tanna brings

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 6




[support] for this from the verse “made man” which also refers to gentiles. [Indeed,] regarding

descendants of Noach it says, “and also the King of Ai and the five kings which Yehoshua slew

were brough down before evening.” We learn from hear that even gentiles have tzelem elokim.

3. Tiferes Yisrael: Boaz on Pirkei Avos 3 - 3 290 N1aR Noo» 1112 :HRWS NINDN

.007AY MINNY RNYN N2 RN LITY RORT 2RI WI907 IR (R)
LJPVRI INY 1P1INY TAHNY [N7TXONN 11D DIRIT IININY

101 HN3Y ,ORIVY DI N PV IAOR KDY P7ANA P1NIRNY
RIRNNY 197 TONNI ,0NY IR 939 N1 120N

NN DIR M2 M7 NNI DN DT HYY ANNNIRIVDPRAIRD
20YNY ,RARTIRY HYHARVIRPN RYANY RPRITININDY NN
ROV 10N 1N .0I9TN NR RIXNAY 3IPYIYOIN 2PN DNIYA NN
.1"nYa 595 mbnw

And once we have reached this topic, | will say something

that must be publicized... We have seen many righteous

gentiles that aside from the fact that they recognize the

Creator of the World (Hashem) and believe in the divinity of

the Torah, they are kind to the Jews and many have done so

much good for all of humanity like the pious [Edward]

Jenner who invented the smallpox vaccine which saved tens

"I am not surprised that men are
not grateful to me; but | wonder
that they are not grateful to God
for the good which He has made
me the instrument of conveying to
my fellow creatures.”

- Dr. Edward Jenner (1749-1823)

of thousands of people from sickness, death, and deformities. [Similarly, Sir Francis] Drake who

brought the potato to Europe that prevented many famines and [Johannes] Guttenberg who

invented the printing press. And many of these have not been rewarded in this world...

4. Genesis 1 — N nOwWNA2

26 And God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our

and over all the creeping things that creep upon the earth."

likeness, and they shall rule over the fish of the sea and over the

fowl of the heaven and over the animals and over all the earth

IR ARYI DNOR 1NN 13

DD N3T2 3777 NMINTI 1PN
227100321 DHYD 9P
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https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v26
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v26

27 And God created man in His image; in the image of God He DIRDIR | DTOR RIIN 1D

ol INR R72 D798 DYN2 Y2
created him; falé and female He created ther. Pit 3 DY D23 S0y

28 And God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and RN DR DR 71271 ND
TR RPN M N DAYR DY

o0 M7 35 QY YIRD
nYpIn MNI 0NYD 9PN
tread upon the earth." PIRDYY

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and rule over the fish of

the sea and over the fowl of the sky and over all the beasts that

29 And God said, "Behold, I have given you every seed-bearing 027 'nih) M %R DR 02
HY YR YIE VAT 1 aRY I IR
TGN PRI PIRTS? %
M DY Y YIF YY ™M
:NPIN?

herb, which is upon the surface of the entire earth, and every

tree that has seed bearing fruit; it will be yours for food.

5. Rashi Genesis 2:5 — 7 .2 DOwR=2 "2

DR RIYI ,DNY3 DY DNV 1IN PRI ,ANTRD NR TIPY PR DTRY 29Y 270000 RY 001, POnn R
: DRYTD) NIPRD INDY) AT DP2Y 92900 ,02997 718 DY Y1)

Because God had not brought rain — And what is the reason that God had not caused it to rain?
“because there was no man to till the ground” and there was, therefore, no one to recognize the
good (utility) of rain. When Adam came (was created), however, and he realized that it was

necessary for the world, he prayed for it and it fell, so that trees and verdure sprang forth.

6. Genesis 2 — 2 NOWN2

5 Now no tree of the field was yet on the earth, neither 21 PIRI MDY DIV NTYD R 1901 D
Vonn XY %2 npyr 0Iv NIYD 1YY
Tay? PR DIR) PIROOY DAOR M

did any herb of the field yet grow, because the Lord God

had not brought rain upon the earth, and there was no

TR

man to work the soil.
6 And a mist ascended from the earth and watered the VIR NPYN PIRTID N2 TR )
DTN

entire surface of the ground.
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https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165/jewish/Chapter-1.htm#v29
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8166/jewish/Chapter-2.htm#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8166/jewish/Chapter-2.htm#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8166/jewish/Chapter-2.htm#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8166/jewish/Chapter-2.htm#v6

7 And the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground,
and He breathed into his nostrils the soul of life, and man

became a living soul.

9V DIRTIR D008 1IN AN T
N DYN NRY) PaRI N9 NHRTRD
1NN Y917 DIND

8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden from the

east, and He placed there the man whom He had formed.

DY DIPN 17PN DO M Yon n
7Y YR DIRDTIR DY

15 Now the Lord God took the man, and He placed him in

the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it.

NN DIRDIR DFYR MY NP2 10
:NNYP ATIYY 1TV

16 And the Lord God commanded man, saying, "Of every

tree of the garden you may freely eat.

751 PR DIRDDY DNYR M IR 10
:22RA IR POYY

17 But of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat of it, for on the day that you eat thereof, you

shall surely die."

18 And the Lord God said, [NSTCIECoINEORERE

"D 330 HIRN KY Y7 230 NYTD PIM D
:1INK NIN 1PN 7998 D12

- PRSI onoR My e

22 And the Lord God built the side that He had taken

from man into a woman, and He brought her to man.

NRZIYR Y2XIIR | DTOR M) 12 22
‘DTROR QRN YR, DIRTN

23 And man said, " , it is bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh. This one shall be called ishah (woman)

because this one was taken from ish (man)."

nyyn Dyy EPEINRG D787 THRS 25
WRN 7D NYR RIPY IREY 70AN 1
IRTINRY

7. Yad Hamelech: Foundations of Torah 4 - 7 295 7791057 5710° N9 Tons 73

.N91 10NN NAXT RN DN NNWI AR NN INRI NVYRIL NVIQ TN

The Zohar in Parshas Breishis says “And He blew into his nostrils” — One who exhales, exhales from

one’s essence.
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8. Aderes Elivahu Genesis 2:15 — 1% ,3 371998 NI7R

P79 N2 1YY RHY NPNRVM ARPYIN INTRD NTIAY RN 1T72YH
N”91 .0TI2YN T2 DN AYY N7 NYY DY DN MRNN 'PYN 191 NN
NNYN 1MA

“To work” refers to working the ground and irrigating it. “To
guard it” refers to guarding it to prevent animals breaking in and
destroying it. So too are the mitzvos divided into two groups —

positive and negative. Positive commandments constitute the

“work” and negative commandments constitute the “guarding.”

9. Yevamos 63a — .20 ninas

7P RS M NNNa Y YY DTR RAW TAYN MWaN WY MNP DY DY NRT 2NIT IRN NYOR 1R
N Yy RaW TY INYT

“Why does it say This is the time, bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh’? It teaches that Adam was

intimate with every animal, but his mind was not at ease until he was intimate with Eve

10.Rashi Genesis 1:27 — 19 . DORWN92 "'

NRM22 DX9INTY Y IRIAY DTIR YT 270 pRYHRN NNR NP2 INIR RIN 1909 .DMIR RI2 NApN T
APIN T2 INRY ,NIVRY

“Male and Female He created them.” But later the Torah says “And He took one of [Adam’s] ribs?”

There is a midrash that He initially created Adam with two faces and subsequently divided them.

Differences Genesis 1 Genesis 2
Name of God DN D'PN NN
Creation Image of God Soul
Charge/Eating | Rule Custodial/mitzvos

_ Together Separate and later met

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 10




11. The Lonely Man of Faith Chapter 1 (excerpts)

RagEI JosEpH B. SOLOVEITCHIE

There is no doubt that the term "image of God” in the first
account refers to man's inner charismatic en-dowment as a
creative being. Man's likeness to God expresses itself in man's

striving and ability to became a creator...

God, in imparting the blessing to Adam the First and giving him -
the man-date to subdue nature, directed Adam’s attention to E:)NELY
the functional and practical aspects of his intellect through MAN
which man is able to gain control of nature...Adam the First is {EAITH

overwhelmed by one quest, namely, to harness and dominate

the elemental natural forces and to put them at his disposal...

What is Adam the first out to achieve? What is the objective toward which he incessantly drives
himself with enormous speed? The objective, it is self-evident, can be only one, namely, that
which God put up before him: to be ""man," to be himself. Man is an honorable being. In other
words, man is a dignified being and to be human means to live with dignity... “Thou hast made him
to have dominion over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put all things under his feet." In other
words, dignity was equated by the Psalmist with man's capability of dominating his environment
and exercising control over it. Man acquires dignity through glory, through his majestic posture

vis-a-vis his environment.

Hence, dignity is unobtainable as long as man has not reclaimed himself from coexistence with
nature and has not risen from a non-reflective, degradingly helpless instinctive life to an
intelligent, planned, and majestic one...Life in bondage to insensate elemental forces is... an

undignified affair.

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 11




Man of old who could not fight disease and succumbed in multitudes to yellow fever or any

other plague with degrading helplessness could not lay claim to dignhity. Only the man who

builds hospitals, discovers therapeutic techniques, and saves lives is blessed with dignity...

Civilized man has gained limited control of nature and has become, in certain respects, her

master, and with his mastery he has attained dignity as well.

Hence, Adam the First is aggressive, bold, and victory-minded. His motto is success, triumph

over the cosmic forces. He engages in creative work, trying to imitate his Maker (imitatio Dei)...

In doing all this, Adam the First is trying to carry out the mandate entrusted to him by his

Maker who, at dawn of the sixth mysterious day of creation, addressed Himself to man and

summoned him to "fill the earth and subdue it." It is God who decreed that the story of Adam

the first be the great saga of freedom of man-slave who gradually transforms himself into

man-master. While pursuing this goal, driven by an urge which he cannot but obey, Adam the
first transcends the limits of the reason-able and probable and ventures into the open spaces of

a boundless universe. Even this longing for vastness, no matter how adventurous and

fantastic, is legitimate. Man reaching for the distant stars is acting in harmony with his nature

which was created, willed, and directed by his Maker. It is a manifestation of obedience to

rather than rebellion against God.

“For this is what America is all about. It is the uncrossed desert and the
unclimbed ridge. It is the star that is not reached and the harvest sleeping in the
unplowed ground. Is our world gone? We say ""Farewell." Is a new world
coming? We welcome it--and we will bend it to the hopes of man.”

- Lyndon B. Johnson
1965 Inaugural Address

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 12




II — The Spiritual Cost of Scientific Progress

12.Lonely Man of Faith Ch. 1-2 (excerpts)

Modern science has emerged victorious from its encounter with nature because it has sacrificed

gualitative-metaphysical speculation for the sake of a functional duplication of reality ... [Adam

1] is not fascinated by the question, "Why does the cosmos function at all? nor is he interested in
the question, ""What is its essence?" He is only curious to know how it works... nurtured by the

selfish desire on the part of Adam to better his own position in relation to his environment...

He [Adam 2] looks for the image of God not in the mathematical formula or the natural

relational law but in every beam of light, in every bud and blossom, in the morning breeze and

the stillness of a starlit evening. In a word, Adam the second explores not the scientific abstract

universe but the irresistibly fascinating

qualitative world where he establishes an

intimate relation with God... Adam the second

lives in close union with God. His existential "I"

experience is interwoven in the awareness of

communing with the Great Self whose
footprints he discovers along the many

tortuous paths of creation.

13.Sanhedrin 102b — :2p 997719

Rav Ashi ended [his lecture] just before reaching [the topic] of the three NYOVR IPIR FVR 17
kings. He said to his students: Tomorrow we will begin with our ‘colleagues’ nNa) NN IR 03N
177anma

[the three kings]

Manasseh came and appeared to him in his dream. [He] said to him: You 179 TNIPR NVIN RNR
PaM AN IR nSna

RN 15 NP PART
RININD RIWVINY nya

called us your colleague and the colleagues of your father? [How dare you

characterize yourself as our equal?] [I will ask you], from where are you

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 13




required to begin cutting a loaf of bread [when reciting the blessing]: Who
brings forth bread from the earth? Rav Ashi said to him: | do not know.
Manasseh said to him: Even this, from where you are required to begin
cutting a loaf of bread when reciting the blessing: Who brings forth bread
from the earth, you did not learn, and yet you call us your colleague? Rav
Ashi said to Manasseh: Teach me this halakha and tomorrow | will lecture
and cite it in your name during my lecture. Manasseh said to him: One cuts

the loaf from where it crusts as a result of baking.

2"R RIYT RY 7YY IR
RIVINY NPT RN
TIaMm NN RY RNIND
" IR DR 1D NP
TPVN Y RIVMT NN
DMIPT RINN YR Rp9a
RV

Rav Ashi said to [King Menasseh in a dream]: Since you were so

wise, what is the reason you engaged in idol worship? [Manasseh]

said to him: Had you been there [at that time], you would have lifted

the hem of your cloak and run after me [due to the fierce desire to

engage in idol worship]. The next day Rav Ashi said to the Sages as a

prelude to his lecture: We will begin with the treatment of our

teachers, [those kings who were greater than us in Torah knowledge].

D INNINT RN PR
Rp RNYL RN IRD
7292910 NTAYY INYa
M DN MNOR YR
RO N9V RIVPI
JRINAR NONN
13299709 IR INnd
RN11272 NNo3

14.Seder Olam Rabbah Ch. 30 — % p9p 1739 29w 178

“The horned ram, that is the king of Greece; the mighty horn that
is between his eyes, that is the first king.” (Dan. 8:21) “A valiant

king will arise ... and when he arises, his kingdom will be broken

RIN M 1Y ToN VYW axRn
(R2 1 HRMT) PYRIN TonNN

ITRYIY M M) Ton Ty
NI ,(0 R DW) 1N 92VN

and separated in the four directions of the sky.” (Dan. 11:3-4) That

is Alexander the Macedonian who ruled for 12 years. Until that

time there were prophets prophesying by the Holy Spirit; from

there on (Prov. 22:10) “bend your ear and listen to the words of

the wise,” ... And so it says (Deut. 32:7): “Ask your father and he
will tell you, your elders and they will inform you.” | could think of
old men from the market place, the verse says “they will inform
you.” From this you learn that an elder is a man who has acquired

wisdom.

2" 19NV NTPN VITIVION
DYR21D N IR TY MY
IRIN ,WTPN N2 DIRIINND
2T YRV TR VN TR
RN 197 ...,(17 20 'YvN) DNON
TIPT TN PAR HRY INNR
9197 (1 2% ©M27) 9 INRN
Iy TINdN ,,wn NPt

T IPTY NTNY RN LT 1INIRN
,ANIN Mpw
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15.Vilna Gaon’s Commentary to Seder Olam — 2w X' a7 @199

:IRIAIN NHVA PIN NN DR WINVN VIV ,DORIN N IR TY

“Until then there were prophets” - When they slew the Evil Inclination, prophecy ceased.

16.Yoma 69b — :10 RXnY°

“They cried with a loud voice to the Lord God (Nehemiah 9:4).
What was said? Rav said, and some say it was Rabbi Yohanan
said: Woe, woe. It is this, [the evil inclination for idol worship]
that destroyed the Temple, and burned its Sanctuary, and
murdered all the righteous ones, and caused the Jewish
people to be exiled from their land. And it still dances among
us, [it still affects us]. Didn’t You gave it to us for solely for the
purpose of receiving reward [for overcoming it]. We do not

want it, and we do not want its reward.

2173 91p2 ©NOR "N HR IPYN
27 IR NNR RN (T,0 1PIM)
13777 R RN 1IN "7 RDIDIRY
YD) RYOTPNY MP2INRT IRN
TR NIV IOV YN
PNYIRN HRIVIY 1NIVIRY
7'N20 Y 102 TPIN PITM
R RNIR 172 9912pY ROR 15
192 NR R 1Y IR

A note fell to them from the heavens upon which was written:
Truth, [indicating that God accepted their request]. (Rav
Hanina said: Learn from this that the seal of the Holy One,

Blessed be He, is truth.)

MNT RYPIN RPIPA 115 50
RIIN 27 INR) .ONR N2 and
n7apn YW MmN 1PN YRV

(nnr

They observed a fast for three days and three nights, and He
delivered the evil inclination to them. A form of a fiery lion cub
came forth from the chamber of the Holy of Holies. Zechariah
the prophet said to the Jewish people: This is the evil
inclination for idol worship, as it is stated in the verse that
refers to this event: “And he said: This is the evil one”

(Zechariah 5:8).

1R RNYN RNIYNA 1M
171991 1M1 RNRIDYY RNOM
AN RNIT RN I ROR PA)
R721 3109 IR DWTPN MVTP
NTIAYT RIN? 1397 HRIVY
(N, 7797) IRV DY)
YVWIN NRT INIRN

When they caught hold of it one of its hairs fell, and it let out

a shriek of pain that was heard for four hundred parasangs.

VNNYR 1YY MIDANT TNA
STRY RHYP RN ROTNN RN
1INR YDA RN YIIR 1P
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They said: What should we do [to kill it]? Perhaps, Heaven
forfend, they will have mercy upon him from Heaven, [since it
cries out so much]. The prophet said to them: Throw it into a
container made of lead and seal the opening with lead, since
lead absorbs sound. As it is stated: “And he said: This is the
evil one. And he cast it down into the midst of the measure,
and he cast a stone of lead upon its opening” (Zechariah 5:8).
[They followed this advice and were freed of the evil

inclination for idol worship.]

DYV DN RNDIT TaYI 1IN
MY MR XMWY N0 1YY MNIN
RIART RTITAINPTY R
RIIRT RIIR2 7PMAY nvam
17797) IRV RYP DRY IRWN
ToWN NYWIN NRT RN (0,0
DR TOUN NORN TN OR MR
9 YR NIgwYN AR

The Sages said: Since it is an auspicious time, let us pray also
concerning the evil inclination for sin in the area of sexual
relationships. They prayed, and it was also delivered into their

hands.
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[Zechariah] said to them: See and understand that if you kill
this [evil inclination], the world will be destroyed because [as
a result there will no longer be any desire to procreate]. They
followed his warning, and instead of killing it, they imprisoned
it for three days. They searched for a fresh egg throughout all

of Eretz Yisrael and could not find one.
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They said: What should we do? If we kill it, the world will be
destroyed. If we pray for half, i.e., that only half its power be
annulled, nothing will be achieved because Heaven does not
grant half gifts, only whole gifts. What did they do? They
gouged out its eyes, effectively limiting its power, and set it
free. And this was effective to the extent that a person is no

longer aroused to commit incest with his close relatives
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“Very good” refers to the evil inclination. Is the evil
inclination very good?! Rather, without the evil inclination,
humanity would not build houses, marry, reproduce, or

conduct business.

18.Michtav Me’Elivahu Vol. 3 pg. 233 — ana»
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We find in the words of Rabbi Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin
that as long as the evil instinct of idolatry existed, there was
prophecy to counterbalance it, and there were visible
miracles in Israel. For “God created [forces] to oppose one

another.” For there is always a balance between the

powers of holiness and impurity. And as long as there was

prophecy in the world, by which sensory/visceral faith is

attained, there were also visceral forces facilitating [the

credibility] idolatry ... so that it free choice is preserved.

We also see that in the early days of the Second Temple

the desire for idolatry was destroyed, and conversely

prophecy also ceased from the Jews. And even though the

need to eliminate the instinct of idolatry was so clear to

them that they were willing to give up such high levels [of

spirituality], they nevertheless did not fast until the note fell

from heaven that had the word “truth” written on it.
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(L to R) Alexander the Great kneels before Shimon HaTzaddik; Alexander the Great listening to Aristotle

19. Speech of Angels: Addendum (R’ Zadok) — nio911 :nws Sa89% noow

Aristotle who was the greatest of the sages of the nations

of the world in secular wisdom was a contemporary of

Shimon Hatzadik who was the greatest of the sages of the

Truth — the sages of the Mishnah and Oral Law. For God

created opposing forces. All of the sages of the nations of
the world before [Aristotle and Greek philosophers] had
their wisdom rooted in the supernatural... and the sages of
Greece began to establish the wisdom of science and study
the nature of things, though they only attributed it to the
laws nature. But the wisdom of the sages of the Jews is to
recognize in wisdom that God oversees the world and
“rides” upon angels who are the spiritual forces of nature.
And the experience of prophecy, the vision of heaven

opening up to them, facilitated a visceral knowledge of God

and His glory filling the world. [This was lost by the advent

of science and Oral Torah.]
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Hashem’s the World (Avraham Fried 1986)

You don't have to understand it

Just feel it in the air

See it in the old man's gentle smile

We don't have to see Him, 'cause we all know that He's there
I'll sing to you a while

Hear it in the mountains' echo, in the oceans' roar

See it in the rolling clouds above

Even though it's all been said ten thousand times before

We know- Hashem's the world, Hashem we love
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III — The Utility of Scientific Progress

20.Bava Metzia 42a
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The Sages taught: One who goes to measure the grain on his threshing floor recites: May it be Your
will, O Lord, our God, that You send blessing upon the product of our hands. If one began to measure
the grain he says: Blessed is He Who sends blessing upon this pile of grain. If one measured and

afterward recited this blessing, this is a prayer made in vain, because blessing is found neither in a

matter that is weighed, nor in a matter that is measured, nor in a matter that is counted. Rather,

it is found in a matter concealed from the eye, as it is stated: “The Lord will command blessing with
you in your storehouses”. And Rabbi Yitzhak says: Blessing is found only in a matter concealed from

the eye, as it is stated: “The Lord will command blessing with you in your storehouses.”

21.Maharal Chiddushei Aggados Shabbos 113b — :392 naw m7an w1 1on 5''1an
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For blessings mean that it is continuously blessed and adding. And this is concealed from the eye
for when the eye sees something, it is already in finite, actuated existence. For everything the eye

rules over is in existence, since it can be seen. And something that has come into existence and is
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what it can be, how can there be blessing [in it]?! But something that the eye does not rule over

and is not yet in existence, there can be blessing.

22.Maharal Chiddushei Aggados Bava Metzia 42a
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“Blessing cannot be found in something unless it hidden from
the eye.” The reason is because the eye imbues everything
with boundaries and blessings have no boundaries since that is

the essence of a blessing

23.Rabbeinu Bachya Deuteronomy 8:10 — 5,77 29927 %12 13921
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Blessings are not for individual, personal benefit, nor are they only for praise. Rather it comes
from the word “addition” and “increase”... When we bless Hashem, there is an additional
suffusion of His Holy Spirit and our [saying a] blessing is the cause of all of creation being blessed.

|II

[The term blessing thus also] comes from the term “pool” that is drawn from it’s source

24.Pesachim 50b - :1 210D
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Whoever does work on Erev Shabbos and Erev Yom Tov from the afternoon and onward will not

see an indication of blessing from it forever.

25.Taz Orach Chaim 468:1 — X .non 7' IN 3'"'Y
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“Forever” means that even if the person receives any financial gain [from that work], they will

suffer a loss from another area [of their financial assets].

26.Taanis 9a - .» nuyn
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Rabbi Yochanan found the young son of Reish
Lakish. He said to the boy: Recite to me your
verse, [i.e., the verse you studied today in

school.] The boy said to him: “A tithe shall you \ Q\’
B ¥

tithe.” [The boy] further said to Rabbi Yochanan: SOW YOUR SEED OF $1000

WITH E
But what is the meaning of this phrase: “A tithe XPECTATION OF A "ARVEST

shall you tithe”? Rabbi Yochanan said to him: The 1 866-338"3547

nspnatmnCampmeeting com

verse means: Take a tithe so that you will become

wealthy. The boy said to Rabbi Yochanan: From

where do you derive that this is so? Rabbi -
Clip Liighy)
Yochanan said to him: Go and test it. The boy said =)z . Jll
Bk f
to him: And is it permitted to test the Holy One, —Pffﬂff“%{
GO T
Blessed be He? But isn’t it written: “You shall i"‘ﬂr"}')’ Ler !
not test the Lord your God?” Rabbi Yochanan e o =
Welcome! Click here to _.I"J'Jrr.l' out more!

said to the boy that Rabbi Hoshaya said as

follows: It is prohibited to test God in any way, [N

except in this case of tithes, as it is stated: “Bring the whole tithe into the storeroom, that there

may be food in My house, and test Me now by this, said the Lord of hosts, if | will not open for you

the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing that there shall be more than sufficiency.”

27.Beitza 15b-16a - .31 -: 1 %%
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Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Shimon: The Holy One, Blessed be
He, said to the Jewish people: My children, borrow on My account, and sanctify the sanctity of the
day of Shabbat and the Festivals with wine, and trust in Me, and | will repay this debt... A person’s
entire livelihood is allocated to him during the period from Rosh HaShana to Yom Kippur except
for expenditures for Shabbatot, and expenditures for
Festivals, and expenditures for the school fees of his

children’s Torah study. Rather, if he reduced the

amount he spends for these purposes, his income is

reduced, and if he increased his expenditures in

these areas, his income is increased.

28.Maharal Chiddushe Aggados — sun7°n
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"Is it just me, or do you think lunch
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an expense account?"
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One who honors Shabbos and Torah is worthy of wealth since both are mitzvos of kedusha... so it

is fitting that they should be complete/perfect without any deficiencies. For physicality is

incomplete/imperfect, but not so something that is spiritual... The reason for tithes [meriting

wealth] is that the Torah says “tithe tithes” — tithe so that you will be rich. And this is the same
reason that we mentioned by Torah and Shabbos for the tenth [i.e. tithe] is something distinct and

set aside for God... And when the tenth of his portfolio goes to Hashem, there is ho doubt that

the blessing from on high will cling to his wealth like for honoring Shabbos and Torah... And

behold these examples are all the same idea when [properly] understood.
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This is the idea behind tithing meriting wealth... For the

distance [from God] is what leads to the greatest

closeness.

30.Genesis 28:12 - 2% .75 nwNA2 a
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And [Yaakov] dreamed and behold a ladder was standing on the ground and its top reached the

heavens. And behold angels of G-d were going up and

down it.

31.Pirke D’Rebbe Eliezer - R''97 9999
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And the angels were going up and down it, and they saw
the face of Yaakov and they said, “This face is like the face

of the chaya on the Throne of Glory.”

32.Genesis 35:1 - X ;7% nOwNa2
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And Hashem said to Yaakov, “Get up and go ascend to Beis El and dwell there and build an altar to

the G-d who appeared to you when you ran away from your brother Eisav.

33.Midrash Shir Hashirim Zuta 1:4 - 7 ,X 2957 99 XWIT 75
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We learn from here that Hashem showed [Yaakov] level upon level [of heaven] and showed him

the chambers of heaven.
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34.Genesis 28:22 — 25 .15 NOWN"a
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And this stone, which | have set up as a pillar, shall be God’s abode; and of all that You give me, |

will set aside a tithe for You.”

35.Rashi Genesis 28:12 - 2% .75 nowNa2 "W
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[The angels] went up first and then they went down. [Because] angels that accompanied him in
Israel do not go outside of Israel. [So] they went up to heaven and the angels for outside Israel

descended to accompany him.

36.Genesis 32:2-3 - 3-2 ,2% nDOwNRI2
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And Yaakov went on his way and, angels of G-d encountered him. And Yaakov said when he saw

them, “This is a camp of G-d.” And he called the name of the place, Machanyim.

37.Tanchuma Vayishlach 3 - 3 75@s X»y7an

ANIR 11201 INIR 1IRYN SRIY? PIR RPN 1D DN DIRY 2PY? 120V NYYIY ,NNn RY 07010 N0
1120 39 1700IY D2IRYN INIR 17,122 10 INY 11D 9 135011 DINR 177 IPHR0I L,PIRG IXING WINY 11D
12 99397 IRV 1D NIONNY INRTIPY IRYY X2 APYIY HRIY? PIR 7IRIN 1WININYI HRIY? PIR TY INIR
D200 IRV ,APY? DXR PTRIY NINN IRY 1 NNN .DNYR IR

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 25




What does Machanayim [two camps] refer to? At the time

that Yaakov was going to Aram Naharyim, the angels of the

Land of Israel guarded and escorted him. Once the reached T
An gels Cam p

outside the land of Israel, they left and other [angles] : CITY LIMIT

owmes 1 POPLIIE ELEV 1379

came down and accompanied him. When he returned

from Lavan, those angles that were given to him
accompanied him until the Land of Israel. When the angels

of the Land of Israel realized that Yaakov had arrived, they

went out to meet him and escort him. As it says, “And ‘ %

a

as it says

angles of G-d [proactively] encountered him.” Thus, two camp's stood by YaékoV,

“Machanayim.”
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Being made in the image of God is an even greater principal [in
Judaism] because the “image of God” [means] that one who

breathes, breathes from their essence.
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IV - The Redemption of Scientific Progress

39.Responsa of R’ Zvi Hirsch Chajes 11 — 7' n'"w
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Hashem saw [all] from the beginning of time and set boundaries for

intellectual development for each era and generation. And not every 'ﬁ'rhi'
it

generation was equal; some eras were weak and no visions of
wisdom sprouted, and other times were filled with wisdom and many great, wise men. Everything
has its proper time and place; everything according to the will of Hashem who orchestrates

generations from the beginning [of time].

40.Zohar 1:117a — .3°p R PO 77
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And in the 600" year of the 6" millennium (5600=1700s), the gates

of heavenly wisdom will open and the lower wellsprings of wisdom

shall open

41.0rot Hakodesh 1:6 (Rabbi Avraham Y. Kook) — Y 1% X P57 @727 N1
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the field of the early development of the universe ...

[which] so closely resembles the [spiritual creation

more revealed as it is sought after by society and vitalizes NN NINNWYI 02292 NYITIY 1Y)

its spirit. 0727 MMy
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And proportional to the exposure to the secrets of
[physical] creation, is the wisdom of spiritual creation
thus imbued and emmeshed into [everyday] life,
consciousness, and experience [of the masses]... The
spirituality proceeds to elevate and refine [the

consciousness and desires] of humanity and the world...
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Modern society with its improvements, its progress in
liberating the intellect and emotions, its heroic spirit and
physical might with all its grace and beauty, all coalesce
into the [international contemporary] desire for ‘eternal
perfection [utopial,” which only thorugh that will the
world rest in this revolutionary and tumultuous time.
[But] it is only through spiritual, moral values that are
derived from spiritual life that the world and its
inhabitants - all the oppressed souls, and those who
dwell in darkness with [spiritually and morally] ill bodies -

finally achieve rest and eternal peace.

DNNPN MY Y5 oY DYMIANN 0NN
,DN2NIN Y3 1Y MWIINM 1HIVN WaINN
DION 93 DY TW1AN NN MIN POIR
mMOSRYNY 17210 TN’ NOR Y3, 00an
DYYY MITINYN 1INAN2 10 PIY NXIN
JpNT Nywa

MPNN MY Y ,MIVLY MYT 9
D2YNY 1w, 0NYYY DON YV 1YY
MPVYN MNWIN Y35 312 TR I
NP NPOARN 719I1W 939 ,MRDVIYN
N2 Y DR ,MNNIT MO ,MYN
DYV .DNX) NP’ P72 NR ,DN»N
DINNYN

42.Ramban Exodus 13:6
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And from the open miracles a person will acknowledge the
hidden miracles which serve as the foundation for the entire
Torah since a person has no portion in the Torah of Moshe until

they believe that all of the events and occurrences — both for

communities and individuals - are all miracles and not the

product of nature or ‘the way of the world’
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43. Psalms 89:3 — 3 ,up 295N Why the World is
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For | said, "Forever will it be built with kindness; as the

heavens, with which You will establish Your faithfulness."

44 .Midrash Tanchuma Mishpatim 9 - w9732
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David said to God, “Master of the Universe... straighten your world with equalizing the rich and

poor.” He replied, “If everyone would be rich or poor, then who would be able to do kindness?”
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While it is certainly upon God to give sustenance [to everyone], He left over a bit for humanity to
do His work, for there is great reward [for kindness]. Even though it is clear that God is the one
who is actually providing sustenance to all of creation,

nevertheless such is His wish. It is similar to a child who wants

to help its mother, so she gives the child something small to

carry. In truth, the child isn’t helping at all since it would not

be difficult for her to carry it. However, the child’s desire to

help, even if it knows that it’s not actually helping,

demonstrates its love for its mother. And this is the greatest

source of joy for a mother. So it is with the commandment to

give charity... God wanted us to finish His work.
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The following are the things for which a man enjoys the fruits in this world while the principal
remains for him in the world to come: Honoring one’s father and mother; The performance of
righteous deeds; And the making of peace between a person and his friend; And the study of the

Torah is equal to them all.
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NYRIZ NP HR NP2 NPN RN DTN ANNRRD NNV IR NN)IYIY
VTN NRY RN NYITY AN MYINNAN 02PN IVTNMY INRY PR W HY
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another ‘ YW ANYIN DYIYA NTHN R TR RIM .RIIP RDIN S 5990 nmay 19N
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..R2N DY 1Y NNRYR 1PN ATh DYV M HIIR DIRM DIV

candle nothing

to light

Any derivation of benefit/utility causes a proportional loss of the
principal on a much greater scale than it does by planting in the
ground. This is because in our world, the act of growth and birth
are the phenomena that closest resemble creation ex nihilo. And
the closer that we to the realm of creation ex nihilo,
proportionally the concept of “destruction of principal”

decreases. The same is true in the spiritual world of serving

God. Since the world was built upon kindness, and through

kindness does the entire creation emanate ex nihilo, this

character trait transcends the rule of “destruction of principal.”

And the person who exalts themselves to exemplify the image of God and becomes a creator of
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kindness in the world, their reward is ex nihilo, whose fruits do not detract from the principal.

Thus, the person eats from the fruits [of their labors] in this world, while the principal is preserved
for the World to Come.
48.Lonely Man of Faith Chapters 3-4 (excerpts)

Adam the first is challenged by a hostile
environment and hence summoned to
perform many tasks which he alone cannot
master... What we call civilization is the sum
total of a community effort through the

millennia. Thus, the natural community

fashioned by Adam the first is a work

The 2000 Year Old Man - Mel Brooks & Carl Reiner (1975)

community, committed to the successful

production, distribution, and consumption of goods, material as well as cultural.

[Through the creation of Eve], the contrast between the two Adam’s comes into focus. Adam the

first was not called to sacrifice in order that his female companion come into being, while it was

indispensable for Adam the second to give away part of himself in order to find a companion.

The community-fashioning gesture of Adam the first is... purely utilitarian and intrinsically

egotistic and, as such, rules out sacrificial action. For Adam the second, communicating and

communing are redemptive sacrificial gestures.

49.“Industry and Jewish Tradition” (R’ Norman Solomon) Furopean Judasim:

A Journal for New Europe Vol. 18 No. 1 pp23-28 (1985)

It is often said that ours is the first generation that

knows it might also be the last. | would like to stress

that ours is also the first generation that has the

knowledge and skills to guarantee food and a fair

standard of living for all. Ours is the first

generation that knows how to control its
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population without war, want or famine. Ours is the first generation to effect cures of many of

our worst diseases and to entertain realistic hopes for the global elimination of ill-health...

This is progress. It is the direct outcome of the Industrial Revolution and subsequent

technological development, exploited for the benefit of mankind by skillful entrepreneurs. If we

fail to appreciate and nurture the technological and managerial skills we have acquired, we will

lose them. They cannot be taken for granted. We will find ourselves in a world incapable of

supporting its population, striving futilely [ — UL
for bare necessities, and ultimately Sclentific progress makes moral
o 5 sity; for if man's
reduced to barbarism. Peace itself, and B rer is increased, the checks
| train him from abusing it
the future of mankind, hang upon the must be strengthened.

success of the industrial enterprise.

AZ CUDTES

50.And From There You Shall Seek Chapter 3C (Rav Soloveitchik)

Rational religious experience also differs from revelational experience in the way it develops.

The former develops in the directions in which human cultural values take shape. At its height,

it is an idea embodied in the achievements of the spirit that rend the heavens. It is the most
radiant and brilliant thread in the frame of mind of cultured man, who is mobile and whose
image is changeable. Thus, it too embodies vital motion, fascination, and constant renewal. The
horizons are breathtaking, drenched in glory. Infinity and infinitude meet, time and eternity
touch.

As science progresses, so does man's knowledge of God as His Creator, as the One who endows

man with reason. When man reveals new foundations of knowledge that explain natural

phenomenon which were not understood before, his rational religious experience is

deepened. God created humanity as male and female, and He commanded them to master the

world: “fill the earth and subdue it.” How can a human being master the world or even some
part of it if not by grasping the laws of nature and using them for man’s benefit? Scientific

progress is part of man’s destiny in the world that the Creator of the universe fashioned for us.
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However, man’s mastery of the world, of the environment, cannot be complete until man

realizes that the mathematical laws of physics contain within themselves the primordial will

of the creator... Man’s mission cannot be completed merely by revealing the mechanical order

of the universe; dry knowledge cannot save man. Only the combination of scientific reason

with the heart that searches and years for the living God can allow man to progress. It is for

this reason that God made man a scientific creature, able to understand truth, and at the

same time an individual who longs for God and is capable of transcending the shackles of

science.

The second sort of consciousness is altogether different. This aspect of religious consciousness

is, as mentioned, unique — the awareness of a compulsory covenant, submission and

acceptance of the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven.

One who lives the vision of the revelation of the Shekhinah stands beyond the authority of the

cultured creative mind that is subject change and alteration... The revelational form of life, with

its firmly embedded principles, forces the spirit to check its powerful course. Culture flows on,

continually taking on new forms, sweeping up natural religion in its eddies; revelational faith

overcomes the transitory, jealously guarding its eternal persistence... Any act of repair or

change of values in the realm of revelational faith saps its original strength, and its benefits

are outweighed by its deficiencies.

The true purpose of all
technology and modern
science is neither
convenience nBr p‘

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 33




© Tzvi Benoff 2021

ANGELS

DEMONS

DAN BROWN

POCKET BOOKS
New York London Toronto Sydney Singapore

34




Angels & Demons 195

a4

Sitting in the Sistine Chapel among his stunned colleagues, Cardinal Mortati tried to comprehend the
words he was hearing. Before him, lit only by the candlelight, the camerlegno had just told a tale of
such hatred and treachery that Mortati found himself trembling. The camerlegno spoke of kidnapped
cardinals, branded cardinals, murdered cardinals. He spoke of the ancient Illuminati-a name that
dredged up forgotten fears-and of their resurgence and vow of revenge against the church. With pain in
his voice, the camerlegno spoke of hislate Pope........... the victim of an Illuminati poisoning. And finally,
his words almost a whisper, he spoke of a deadly new technology, antimatter, which in less than two
hours threatened to destroy all of Vatican City.
When he was through, it was as if Satan himself had sucked the air from the room. Nobody could
move. The camerlegno's words hung in the darkness. The only sound Mortati could now hear was the
anomalous hum of a television camera in back-an electronic presence no conclave in history had ever
endured-but a presence demanded by the camerlegno.
To the utter astonishment of the cardinals, the camerlegno had entered the Sistine Chapel with two
BBC reporters-a man and a woman-and announced that they would be transmitting his solemn
statement, live to the world.
Now, speaking directly to the camera, the camerlegno stepped forward. "To the Illuminati," he said, his
voice deepening, "and to those of science, let me say this." He paused. "You have won the war."
The silence spread now to the deepest corners of the chapel. Mortati could hear the desperate thumping
of his own heart.
"The wheels have been in motion for a long time," the camerlegno said. "Your victory has been
inevitable. Never before has it been as obvious as it is at this moment. Science is the new God."
What is he saying! Mortati thought. Has he gone mad? The entire world is hearing this!
"Medicine, electronic communications, space travel, genetic manipulation. .... these are the miracles
about which we now tell our children. These are the miracles we herald as proof that science will bring
us the answers. The ancient stories of immaculate conceptions, burning bushes, and parting seas are no
longer relevant. God has become obsolete. Science has won the battle. We concede."
A rustle of confusion and bewilderment swept through the chapel.
"But science's victory," the camerlegno added, his voice intensifying, "has cost every one of us. And it
has cost us deeply."
Silence.
"Science may have alleviated the miseries of disease and drudgery and provided an array of gadgetry for
our entertainment and convenience, but it has left us in a wotld without wonder. Our sunsets have
been reduced to wavelengths and frequencies. The complexities of the universe have been shredded
into mathematical equations. Even our self-worth as human beings has been destroyed. Science
proclaims that Planet Earth and its inhabitants are a meaningless speck in the grand scheme. A cosmic
accident." He paused. "Even the technology that promises to unite us, divides us. Each of us is now
electronically connected to the globe, and yet we feel utterly alone. We are bombarded with violence,
division, fracture, and betrayal. Skepticism has become a virtue. Cynicism and demand for proof has
become enlightened thought. Is it any wonder that humans now feel more depressed and defeated than
they have at any point in human history? Does science hold anything sacred? Science looks for answers
by probing our unborn fetuses. Science even presumes to rearrange our own DNA. It shatters God's
wortld into smaller and smaller pieces in questof meaning. ....and all it finds is more questions."
Mortati watched in awe. The camerlegno was almost hypnotic now. He had a physical strength in his
movements and voice that Mortati had never witnessed on a Vatican altar. The man's voice was
wrought with conviction and sadness.
"The ancient war between science and religion is over," the camerlegno said. "You have won. But you
have not won faitly. You have not won by providing answers. You have won by so radically reorienting
our society that the truths we once saw as signposts now seem inapplicable. Religion cannot keep up.
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Scientific growth is exponential. It feeds on itself like a virus. Every new breakthrough opens doors for
new breakthroughs. Mankind took thousands of years to progress from the wheel to the car. Yet only
decades from the car into space. Now we measure scientific progress in weeks. We are spinning out of
control. The rift between us grows deeper and deeper, and as religion is left behind, people find
themselves in a spiritual void. We cry out for meaning. And believe me, we do cry out. We see UFOs,
engage in channeling, spirit contact, out-of-body experiences, mindquests-all these eccentric ideas have a
scientific veneer, but they are unashamedly irrational. They are the desperate cry of the modern soul,

lonely and tormented, crippled by its own enlightenment and its inability to accept meaning in anything

removed from technology."

Mortati could feel himself leaning forward in his seat. He and the other cardinals and people around

the world were hanging on this priest's every utterance. The camerlegno spoke with no rhetoric or
vitriol. No references to scripture or Jesus Christ. He spoke in modern terms, unadorned and pure.

Somehow, as though the words were flowing from God himself, he spoke the modern language...
delivering the ancient message. In that moment, Mortati saw one of the reasons the late Pope held this
young man so dear. In a world of apathy, cynicism, and technological deification, men like the
cametlegno, realists who could speak to our souls like this man just had, were the church's only hope.
The camerlegno was talking more forcefully now. "Science, you say, will save us. Science, I say, has

destroyed us. Since the days of Galileo, the church has tried to slow the relentless march of science,

sometimes with misguided means, but always with benevolent intention. Even so, the temptations are
too great for man to resist. I warn you, look around yourselves. The promises of science have not been

kept. Promises of efficiency and simplicity have bred nothing but pollution and chaos. We are a

fractured and frantic species... moving down a path of destruction."

The camerlegno paused a long moment and then sharpened his eyes on the camera. "Who is this God
science? Who is the God who offers his people power but no moral framework to tell you how to use
that power? What kind of God gives a child fire but does not warn the child of its dangers? The
language of science comes with no signposts about good and bad. Science textbooks tell us how to
create a nuclear reaction, and yet they contain no chapter asking us if it is a good or a bad idea.

"To science, I say this. The church is tired. We are exhausted from trying to be your signposts. Our
resources are drying up from our campaign to be the voice of balance as you plow blindly on in your
quest for smaller chips and larger profits. We ask not why you will not govern yourselves, but how can
you? Your world moves so fast that if you stop even for an instant to consider the implications of your
actions, someone more efficient will whip past you in a blur. So you move on. You proliferate weapons
of mass destruction, but it is the Pope who travels the world beseeching leaders to use restraint. You
clone living creatures, but it is the church reminding us to consider the moral implications of our
actions. You encourage people to interact on phones, video screens, and computers, but it is the church
who opens its doors and reminds us to commune in person as we were meant to do. You even murder
unborn babies in the name of research that will save lives. Again, it is the church who points out the
fallacy of this reasoning.

"And all the while, you proclaim the church is ignorant. But who is more ignorant? The man who
cannot define lightning, or the man who does not respect its awesome power? This church is reaching
out to you. Reaching out to everyone. And yet the more we reach, the more you push us away. Show
me proof there is a God, you say. I say use your telescopes to look to the heavens, and tell me how
there could not be a God!" The cametlegno had tears in his eyes now. "You ask what does God look

like. I say, where did that question come from? The answers are one and the same. Do you not see

God in your science? How can you miss Him! You proclaim that even the slightest change in the force

of gravity or the weight of an atom would have rendered our universe a lifeless mist rather than our

magnificent sea of heavenly bodies, and yet you fail to see God's hand in this? Is it really so much
easier to believe that we simply chose the right card from a deck of billions? Have we become so
spiritually bankrupt that we would rather believe in mathematical impossibility than in a power greater
than us?

"Whether or not you believe in God," the camerlegno said, his voice deepening with deliberation, "you
must believe this. When we as a species abandon our trust in the power greater than us, we abandon our
sense of accountability. Faith... all faiths... are admonitions that there is something we cannot

© Tzvi Benoff 2021 36



Angels & Demons 197

understand, something to which weare accountable... With faith we are accountable to each other, to
ourselves, and to a higher truth. Religion is flawed, but only because man is flawed. If the outside
world could see this church as I do... looking beyond the ritual of these walls... they would see a
modern miracle... a brotherhood of imperfect, simple souls wanting only to be a voice of compassion
in a world spinning out of control.”

The camerlegno motioned out over the College of Cardinals, and the BBC camerawoman instinctively
followed, panning the crowd.

"Are we obsolete?" the camerlegno asked. "Are these men dinosaurs? Am I? Does the world really
need a voice for the poor, the weak, the oppressed, the unborn child? Do we really need souls like
these who, though imperfect, spend their lives imploring each of us to read the signposts of morality
and not lose our way?"

Mortati now realized that the camerlegno, whether consciously or not, was making a brilliant move. By
showing the cardinals, he was personalizing the church. Vatican City was no longer a building, it was
people-people like the camerlegno who had spent their lives in the service of goodness.

"Tonight we are perched on a precipice," the cametlegno said. "None of us can afford to be apathetic.
Whether you see this evil as Satan, corruption,or immorality... the dark force is alive and growingevery
day. Do notignore it." The camerlegno lowered his voice to a whisper, and the camera moved in. "The
force, though mighty, is not invincible. Goodness can prevail. Listen to your hearts. Listen to God.
Together we can step back from this abyss."

Now Mortati understood. This was the reason. Conclave had been violated, but this was the only way.
It was a dramatic and desperate plea for help. The camerlegno was speaking to both his enemy and his
friends now. He was entreating anyone, friend or foe, to see the light and stop this madness. Certainly
someone listening would realize the insanity of this plot and come forward.

The cametlegno knelt at the altar. "Pray with me."

The College of Cardinals dropped to their knees to join him in prayer. Outside in St. Peter's Squaread
around the globe... a stunned world knelt with them.
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