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(Translation from R. Slifkin) 1210 noon 5y 727 NT 1905 ANTPN
Due to the canonization of the Oral Torah in writing, the statement that “[According to the law that
they direct you... you shall do...] even if they say right is left” — by which the Torah instructed that
the minority of a given generation is bound by the decision of the majority — applies now, after the
completion of the Mishnah, Talmud, and the like, also between generations. This means that if a
generation subsequent to the finalization of the Mishnah discovers that the authors of the Mishnah
erred, or similarly, if a generation subsequent to the completion of the Talmud finds that the authors
of the Talmud erred, we remain with the consensus of the earlier ones, whether this result in
stringency or leniency. This is just as the Sefer HaChinnuch writes, that it is better to tolerate one
error in one law, than to destroy, God forbid, the entire edifice. We cannot deviate from that which
they established as law in the Mishnah or Gemara even regarding something based on science or
other disciplines... Consider also that we rule that one is not liable for killing a louse on Shabbat
(Orach Chain 316:9), and that it is permissible to eat fruit and cheese that have developed worms,
provided the worms have not separated from the fruit (Yoreh De'ah 84). These laws are founded
upon the consensus of the Sages ($habbat 107b) that these insects spontaneously generated rather
than through sexual reproduction... Now in truth, the scientific consensus today is that there is no
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insect that does not procreate by means of eggs. Nevertheless, we shall not overturn the law, even in
the name of stringency, against the ruling and consensus of our Sages... Once compelling need
necessitated that the Oral Torah be canonized for future generations, we do not have the authority
to change even the slightest detail which they decided and agreed upon, whether with regard to the
explication of verses or matters relating to science, for all their Torah is holy to us, and one must not
deviate from it...
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Some Other Resources:
1. Gil Student’s very fair summary of the three types of positions : Denial, Change Halacha,
Case by Case solutions (Halachic Responses to Scientific Developments)
2. Much of Rabbi Natan Slifkin’s work
The discussion in B.D.D. 4 Winter 1997
4. 20 171 — 12912 ©YIVN MINYN
a. See especially the Haskama by R. Nevenzhal, the responses by R. Zalman
Nechemia Goldberg, and his list of rules at the end.
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