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SAVING THE BEST FOR LAST
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Rabbi Natan Zvi Finkel (Or ha-Tzafon, I, p. 270)
All conduct of life, whether material life or moral life, whether the life of the community or that of the
individual, is based on the measure of man's recognition of his own worth. A person of low self-esteem treats
himself lightly and treats life itself lightly, to the point that he is liable at times to expose himself to dangers,
without any regard, even for the most trivial of matters. Not so a person who enjoys high self-esteem...

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (Halakhic Man, pp. 66-70)
It is in this light that we can understand the deep contradiction pervading the spiritual self-evaluation of homo
religiosus. On the one hand, he senses his own lowliness and insignificance, his own frailty and weakness; he
knows that even a "gnat preceded him, a snail preceded him." ... On the other hand, he is aware of his
greatness and loftiness, how his spiritbreaks through all barriers and ascends to the very heights ... Is he not
the crown of creation to whom God granted dominion over all the work of His hands?... However, halakhic
man has found the third verse - the Halakha...Indeed, the Halakha set man at the very center of the world,
and the Day of Atonement attests to this... Indeed, I am the one creature in this world who reflects the image
of Divine Presence. Do I not study the Torah, the cherished plaything [see Tehillim 119:77] of the Holy One,
blessed be He?... In the blinking of an eye the lowliest of creatures turns into the noblest of creatures, whom
the Holy One, blessed be He, elected at the very inception and recognized as worthy of standing before Him.
Standing before God! What self-esteem is present here!


