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Yehudah Leib Orlean (1900-1943) was born to a family of well-off
Gerer Hasidim in Warsaw, studied in the Gerer Bet Midrash, and
remained a fervent Gerer Hasid to the end of his days. To his
traditional religious learning, he added the philosophical thought of
Hirschian neo-Orthodoxy, the radical Orthodox ideology of Nathan
Bimmbaum, and a broad knowledge in secular philosophy, pedagogy
and psychology.

In the early stages of his career as an Agudah activist, he was among
the founders and major ideologues of Po’alei Agudath Israel, which
organized Orthodox workers and campaigned for social and economic
justice among Orthodox industrialists and other wealthy religious
Jews; he wrote two major works on this theme: Tsu zate un hungerike [To the Full and the
Hungry] (1929), and Der farshvunderner gan-ayden [The Lost Eden] (1931).

Along with his activities in the Po’alei Agudath Israel, he also served as director of the Bais
Yaakov full-day school at 37 Twarda St., turning it into the flagship Bais Yaakov in Warsaw.
But after negotiations between the Gerer Rebbe and Jacob Rosenheim about the suitability of
hiring a man to direct the Krakéw Teachers’ Seminary, Orlean (who was called Mr. Orlean by
his students) was appointed director there in 1933 (formally taking over from Sarah Schenirer),
and he turned his attentions to leading the seminary and standardizing the curriculum and other
practices of the Bais Yaakov system. He was a soft-spoken but charismatic and beloved teacher,
who wrote a number of important Bais Yaakov texts: the 1935 textbook Yidish leben [Jewish
Life], the biographical essay “Sarah Schenirer,” the 1938 Kultur-program far Bnos Agudas
Yisrael, a long essay on Nathan Bimbaum, and others.

After the September 1, 1939, outbreak of war (during the seminary’s summer vacation), the
seminary closed for good, but Orlean worked to maintain connections with teachers and other
leaders of Bais Yaakov and Bnos, corresponding with and supporting them and organizing
children’s homes and soup-kitchens, where underground instruction also continued. After a
severe beating in January 1940, Orlean fled to Warsaw, where he was nursed back to relative
health by Bais Yaakov teachers. There he began to hold classes, at first underground and in
1941, openly.

In advanced classes, Bais Yaakov teachers struggled along with him on the difficult theological
issues of the day; he also helped found the five Bais Yaakov schools that operated in the Warsaw
Ghetto, leading two himself—others were headed by Eliczer Gershon Friedenson, editor of the
Bais Yaakov Journal, Rifka Alter-Rapoport, and (jointly) by Mrs. Ravitz and Ehrlich; these
schools also served as soup kitchens.

Yehudah Leib Orlean was murdered in Birkenau.
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Beit Yaakov Schoo! for Girls, located at
30 Augustianska Street, Krakow, Poland

Rabbi Yehudah Leib Orlean was 3 teacher, educator, and well-know,

principal in the Beit Yaakov school system.

born in Warsaw in Shevat 5660 (January 1900) to a family of Gerrer chassidim, He
sbomi

He wa rrer shtiebel, but he also had broad secular knowledge'

attended cheder and then studied in a Ge
especially in education. psychology. and gene.zral i
Agudat lsrael, and he served as its first president and c i - |
the principal of a Beit Yaakov school in Warsaw, and in 1935, he was appointed director of the

Beit Yagkov Teachers' College in Krakow. Rabbi Orlean established a center that not only traineq
teachers, but also maintained educational ties with graduates of the college who were working in

phiiosophy. He was among the founders of Po'alei
ef ideologue from 1922 to 1932, He was

Beit Yaakov schools. . .
After the Nazis invaded Poland, Rabbi Orlean continued teaching and even reestablisheq

ties with Beit Yaakov teachers that had been disrupted at the start of the war, Following a
violent search of his home in early 5700 {1939), Rabbi Orlean moved to Warsaw. His wife

and six children remained in Krakow and later went to Wegrow.

Rabbi Orlean joined the clandestine educational system established iy

the Warsaw Ghetto and taught many classes on Mishiei, NACH, and Mussar.

He was also involved in educational activities for the ghetto children. On April 20, 194 (23

Nisan 5701), the Germans granted permission to open a school in the ghetto, and Rabbi Orlean,
along with Rabbi Alexander Zisha Frydman, A. M. Rogovy, and Rabbi joel Ungar, headed the
charedi school system in the ghetto. The system included schools for boys and five Beit Yaakov
schools for girls, two of which were headed by Rabbi Orlean himself

Rabbi Orlean maintained a correspondence with teachers in provincial towns, and he
was involved with the soup kitchens established for needy people in the ghetto,
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She continved to teach classes on Torah and Judaism i her home in the ghetto.

Her students traveled long distances on foot to attend classes at her house. In Elul 5704 (August

1944), she and her father were deported to Auschwitz, where they both were murdered.

Before the war she [Feiga Zelicka] taught at the Sarah Schnirer Teachers’ College in Krakow. She was young, not much older
than her students, but she had the ability to open up a new world before us; never before or after her have I experienced classes
like hers. It seemed as if she were speaking only to me when she gave her lectures. She was answering only me, the questions that
tormented me and demanded answers. But there were others who felt the same way. She formed a connection, a sort of unmediated
contact, with her audience and with each individual in it.

E Zelicka's classes were more than mere vocational studies; they were education, education every step of the way. We learned
about the Exodus from Egypt in the Book of Shmor; we learned the Book of Devarim; we learned chapters from the prophet
Yeshayahu; we studied 7ehillim; we learned Luzzatto’s Mesillat Yesharins; we learned Pirkei Avot; we read some of Horeb by Rabbi
Shimshon Raphael Hirsch-we learned a lot, and it wasn't quantitative, but qualitative. There was light in these studies that could
brighten up the darkness of our days.

She lived on Mianowskiego Street, on the edge of the ghetro, and we would all go to hier house, even from the other end, on
rainy, cold, and frosty days, despite the long trek along Dworska Street, full of puddies and mud. It was a hard walk, and we would
slip on the bumpy ice. Many of us, including myself, wore wooden shoes that made walking on the ice exhausting. We helped each
other, gave each other strength, and supported each other, and thar's how we made it to her house for the class. And there, in her
miserable apartment, the roof leaked, and there were bowls set out in her room to catch the rainwater that came in. There weren't
enough chairs for all of us, so we sat two to a chair. It was so cold that we didn't take off our coats, because the room wasn't heated.
As we sat there for a long time, our feet fell asleep and caused us agony, but we didn’t dare make noise by stamping our feet, because
it would have been a shame to miss a single word of her lecture....

Her personality played a significant part in molding our character. I myself feel thar nothing in my life has influenced my
outlooks, my feelings, and my overall view of life as much as Feiga Zelicka.

How beautiful were the chapters of Tehillim, such as “How long will You hide Your face from me?” or “My G-d, my G-d, why
have You abandoned me?” How well they expressed our feelings! And the episode of the Exodus from Egypt-with F. Zelicka’s
elucidation-was wonderful; the readiness for redemption had a lot in common with our times. And parshas Ha'azinu in the Book
of Devarim. Our teacher connected us to the past so that we would understand the present better and be able to believe in the future.
She taught us Megillat Eichah and didn't spare us when she described the destruction; she even had no qualms about delving deeply
into the pain of previous generations, in contrast to the tendency prevalent at the time that held: Why should we lament the
destruction that occurred then? Isnt the destruction of our own times enough for us?

Feiga Zelicka's classes were not a flight from reality; she taught us to feel the pain of reality. Her reasoning was that pain is a
sign of life for the individual and the nation alike. As long we are in pain, there is hope that we will recover, The biggest danger is
apathy.

We would, therefore, descend with her deep into the darkness of our times, of our troubles, and elucidate the most painful
sources. We would touch the wounds of insult and disgrace and emerge from this contact purified, better. She showered us with
the light of her pexsonali_ty and her influence was evident every step of the way, because things were easier for us after we had contact
with her. It was even easier to overcome the hunger, to restrain ourselves and not to eat the portion set aside for the next day.

Sarah Zalwer Auerbach, From the Window of My House, pp. 46-48 (Hebrew)
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https://thebaisaakovproject.religion.utoronto.ca/

Carry Me in Your Heart: The Life and Legacy of Sarah Schenirer, Founder and Visionary of the
Bais Yaakov Movement, Pearl Benisch

Sarah Schenirer and the Bais Yaakov Movement, Naomi Seidman

https://www.thelchrhaus.com/scholarship/sarah-schenirer-and-innovative-chanee-the-myths-and-
facts/




