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Values from the Avos: Sacrifice

Does H’ Want Sacrifice?
1. Talmud Bavli, Taanis 4a
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And it is written, with regard to human sacrifice: "And they have also built the high places of the
Ba’al, to burn their sons in the fire for burnt offerings to Ba'al, which I did not command, and I
did not speak, nor did it come into My heart” (Jeremiah 19:5).
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The Gemara interprets each phrase of this verse: *"Which I did not command,” this is
referring to the son of Mesha, king of Moab. King Mesha sacrificed his son, as it is
stated: “Then he took his firstborn son, who would reign after him, and he
offered him as a burnt-offering” (II Kings 3:27). “"And I did not speak,” this is
referring to Jephthah, who sacrificed his daughter as an offering. “Nor did it come into
my heart,” this is referring to Isaac, son of Abraham. Although God commanded
Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, there was no intent in God’s heart that he should actually do
so; it was merely a test
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Crystalizing the Actual

2. Ramban, Bereishis 22:1
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3. Shaar Hagemul,2:7
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Sanctifying the Potential

4. Maamarei Pachad Yitzchak, maamar 44
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5. Tov Roi, Rosh Hashana 16a
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Dying or Living

Whose Test Was It in the end?
6. lbn Ezra
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7. Rabbeinu Bechayei 22:7
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Living vs. Dying
8. R. Chaim Zeitchik, Pri Ha’aretz Vol.l pp. 231-232
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9. The Sh’la, Ner Mitzvah no. 129
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