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Gathering the Shards of the Broken Luchos: An Elul Fixing
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11) On Repentance: The Thought and Oral Discourses of Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik’

The intensity of sin and the sense of guilt and shame that
overwhelms man in its wake are such strong drives that they
impel the penitent upward and outward in the direction of the
Creator of the universe. The years of sin are transformed into
powerful impulsive forces which propel the sinner toward
God.

Sin is not to be forgotten, blotted out or cast into the
depths of the sea, On the contrary, sin has to be remembered.
It is the memory of sin that releases the power within the inner
depths of the soul of the penitent to do greater things than
ever before. The energy of sin can be used to bring one to new
heights.

The penitent who does not wipe out the past nor tear the
pages of sin from his memory, but rather makes a point to use
the memory of his sins to enhance his longings for holiness
that are bursting forth from inside of him—such a person
achieves the quality of repentance which elevates evil to a
state of goodness. With regard to such a penitent, the Holy
One, blessed be He, does not “overlook transgression” but
“bears sin and transgression.” It is as if He lifts up and ele-
vates sin and transgression to unimaginable heights.
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