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The masses are far removed from idealism and they only understand
one language well, the language of personal gain, materialism.
(Letter from Rav Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg to Zvi Mathisson, dated Nov. 3, 1905%)
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! Between the Yeshiva World and Modern Orthodoxy, pg 19.
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10) The Progress Paradox: How Life Gets Better While People Feel Worse’, pg 222 -

experience” than lofty mental states.) Positive-psychology theo-

rists marvel at studies showing that quadriplegics, as a group,
have a higher sense of well-being than lottery winners. The lot-
tery winners, we can guess, were swept up in materialism and
betrayed by it, while the quadriplegics had to adjust to their con-
ditions, and in so doing learned to appreciate the fact of being
alive. More, quadriplegics must struggle daily—must work for
everything they attain—while lottery winners may lay around
snapping their fingers and expecting others to deliver content-

ment to them.

> Gregg Easterbrook (203)




