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Facing the Truth of Your Soul
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However man has an inner world; he exists inwardly as well
as externally. Man's ontological essence, that is, the essence of
his being, is not to be equated with his conduct or routine activ-
ities, There is a homo absconditus, a “hidden man” whom no one
knows. He hardly knows himself. Hence in spite of watching
man's activity we gain little knowledge. The latter is a mystery
which no one can unravel. “All men are liars,” says the Psalmist
(Psalms 116:11). Not because they want to tell the untruth.
They are simply unable to tell the truth. | see my neighbor
every morning leave his house at 6:30; I know to where he

drives off. | am also familiar with his occupation. 1 know what
he will do when he will arrive at his place of business. I willy-
nilly watched his conduct; | am acquainted with his habits and
responses to certain challenges. [ overhear his conversation
with the members of his household, | know his concerns and
interests. Do [ know him? No, he is a mystery to me. The
unigqueness of man-persona expresses itself in the mysterium
magnum which no one excepl God can penetrate.
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