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and the bracelets on his sister’s hands, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebecca,
saying, “So did the man speak to me,” that he came to the man, and behold, he was

standing over the camels at the fountain. 31 And he said, “Come, you who are blessed of ]
the Lord. Why should you stand outside, when I have cleared the house, and a place for |
the camels?” 32 So the man came to the house and unmuzzled the camels, and he gave &
straw and fodder to the camels and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who ;‘:

were with him. 33 And [food] was set before him to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until
I have spoken my words.” And he said, “Speak.” 34 And he said, “I am Abraham’s
servant.* 35 And the Lord blessed my master exceedingly, and he became great, and He
gave him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, man servants and maid servants, camels and
donkeys. 36 And Sarah, my master’s wife, bore a son to my master after she had become
old, and he gave him all that he possesses. 37 And my master adjured me, saying, ‘You
shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land 1

SR Y

ot

RS

dwell. 38 Instead, you must go to my father’s house and to my family, and take a wife for s
my son.” 39 And I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me?’ +0 And he F
said to me, ‘The Lord, before Whom I walked, will send His angel with you and make %
your way prosper, and you shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my |
father’s house. +1 You will then be absolved from my oath, when you come to my family, %
and if they do not give [her] to you, you will be absolved from my oath.’ +2 So I came £
today to the fountain, and I said, ‘O Lord, God of my master Abraham, if You desire to ;
prosper my way upon which I am going 3 Behold, I am standing by the water fountain. 5
When a maiden comes out to draw [water], I will say to her, ‘Please, give me a little &
water to drink from your pitcher.’ 44 And [if] she will say to me, “You too may drink, E
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1 need redemption, ransom of the soul, I am ready to learn.” Only then did Eliezer decide that she W
was indeed the suitable woman for Isaac."The hall shekel is the symbol of Jewish humility, submis- &
sion and readiness to be the eternal student. [k Rav Speals. £
~o N DN TV - [ am Abraham’s servant. Saying “a servant to Abraham” would emphasize ?ﬂ
only the juridic-social aspect. That statement would imply that while he belongs to Abraham le- ¥
gally, spiritually he is a free man; he has his own mind and an independent approach to reality. By .%
stating instead that he is “Abraham?’ servant,” he identifies his whole personality with Abraham. R

Serving Abraham is not just incidental; it is the whole purpose of his life. That is why the term eved
Hashem, “Gods servant,” is used in the Bible. Our service to the Almighty is not something foreign
and_incidental;.it is-indispensable to-our-existence, intrinsic and inseparable from our ontological
awareness. We are just servants of God, and nothing else. Festival of Freedom. p. 30
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