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M1 N192: Shatter your “Dice” and Chart a New Path’
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Sin places man under the burden of culpable liability and it defiles him as well. [pg 49]
Sin and its punishment are born together. No sin goes without its retribution... [pg 50]
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This is not a form of punishment, or a fine, and is not imposed in a spirit of anger, wrath or
vindictiveness. It is a “metaphysical” corruption of the human personality, of the divine image of
man. [pg 52]
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Even when we do not actually commit a wrongdoing, we
often find ourselves on the “path of sin.” Along the sides of
this road, sin is permitted to bud, flower, bear fruit and take
root. Like any other organic creation, sin requires an environ-
ment in which it can flourish, absorb nourishment, and thrive
under the warm rays shining down upon it, as does a sprouting

tree. (pg 57)
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Oftentimes rabbis feel the same way as Abigail who came
upon Nabal in the midst of a drinking party. They feel that
their moralizing will fall on an impenetrable surface. The peo-
ple they address are drunk with the pursuit of luxuries, trying
to imitate foreign lifestyles and currying favor with their
neighbors. There is simply no one with whom to talk, and at
this stage the rabbi “tells nothing less or more.” However, a
state of intoxication always ends in a sobering up and it is an
inflexible law of nature that night is followed by dawn. And
then: “And it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was
gone out . .. his heart died within him.” (pg 61)
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The erasure of sin resembles the dissipation and disappearance of the clouds
which obscure the shining sun. When a man achieve repentance of purification,
all the clouds above him disperse and he feels the pure rays of the sun shining
upon him and his entire being is permeated with: “For | have redeemed you.”



