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The Art of Return
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7) Abraham's Journey: Reflections on the Life of the Founding Patriarch [pg 44] (Rav Joseph B.

Soloveitchik) —

The famous French writer Romain Rolland describes how curtain, in the attic, or in the oven. He always heard beautiful
restless Beethoven was in_his youth. From early childhood, melodies playing, and he thought it was somewhere outside of
Beethoven used to hear melodies. He would say that there was himself. The orchestra was indeed an orchestra. But it was hid-
an orchestra hidden somewhere—under the table, behind the den in him, not outside of him. =
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10) Strive for Truth (vol. 1, pg 19 [english edition]) - /n war-time, promising candidates are taken from
the ranks of ordinary soldiers and, by a prodigious expenditure on skilled instruction and other
requirements, are turned into officers in a fraction of the time normally required. So in times such as
ours, when capable men are scarce, anyone who shows willingness to tackle a vital problem has Divine
assistance heaped upon him. It turns the incapable into successful men, not because they deserve it but
because the world needs them.
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continuously, that it ever remain fixed in his
heart and mind, that everything one sees with
one's eyes— the heavens and earth and all that
is therein— constitutes the outer garments of
the King, the Holy One, blessed be He. In this
way he will constantly be aware of their
inwardness and vitality. This is also implicit in
the word emunah ("faith"), which is a term
indicating "training," to which a man
habituates himself, like a craftsman who trains
his hands, and so forth.
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13) Igros Kodesh of the Lubavitcher Rebbe zy”a (Vol. 4, p. 223) - The essential quality of an artist is his
ability to detach himself from the superficial appearance of the image he is working with. He must be
able to penetrate the true essence of the object and transform his impression into a picture with
physical dimensions. This artistic production reveals to the viewer that which he could not recognize on
his own, an essence that was obscured by superficial layers. Only an artist has the skill to reveal the inner
dimensions of an object, thus enabling the observer to see it with a different perspective, and to realize
the limitations of his previous awareness... Even when we encounter difficulties and tests in life, we
should see them as a vehicle to bring out our potential and help us in our spiritual growth. Keeping this
perspective in mind will strengthen and inspire a person to cope with life’s inevitable challenges and

setbacks.



