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And it was there, amidst the humble walls of the shul, that he
was first overcome by this longing to be a talmid chacham, too.

l There was a man who walked the
streets of East New York and Browns-
ville, who went from house to house
like a salesman desperate for a sale.
He was desperate, but he was no
| salesman. R’ Yitzchak Schmidman
was an illustrious falmid chacham, a
product of some of Europe’s leading
yeshivos. He had arrived in America
as a representative of the legendary
Mirrer Yeshiva, but one of the board
members of Yeshiva Toras Chaim
chanced to hear him speak, and was
taken by his passion and heart. He
convinced R’ Schmidman that America needed him, and he be-
came the principal of the school.

“Tuin li hanefesh, give me your children,” R’ Schmidman would
appeal to the parents, crying out on his endless journey from
shul to shul, He would often comment on the words of the navi
Yirmiyahu, who described Hashem's eternal love for Klal Yisroel
and recollection of their loyalty — “lechteich acharai bamidbar,
be'eretz lo z'rua, how you followed Me into a wilderness, into an

R'Yitzchak Schmidman

unsown land.”
R’ Schmidman would explain that it was not only a midbar, 2

5 desert, but also an ererz “lo” z'rua, a land where “no” was planted,
where the attitude of negativity and hopelessness had already
taken root.

And he sought to combat that “no,” to show people that it was
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