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CHAPTER XIII

THE “COMMON-SENSE” REBELLION |
AGAINST TORAH AUTHORITY (1%73)

Jews defer only to recégm'zed Torah scholars in the inter-
pretation of Jewish Law. Today, many individuals claim the

the continued usefulness of various religious practices and €x-
plore the possibilities of reformulating Judaism in line with
modern thought. These self-styled “poskim’ concede their lack
of formal training in Jewish texts and sources, but they insist
nonetheless on their right to decide fundamental ‘religious ques-
tions on the basis of “common sense,”

This is not a recent phenomenon. It dates back to the earliest
period of Jewish history, to the Yery generation which received
the Torah at Mt. Sinai. Not very long after that event, the
Torah (Num. Chap. 16) relates, Korah led a rebellion against
Moses and Hazal imply that he sought to replace Moses as
the teacher and leader of Israel. Korah publicly challenged the
halakhic competency of Moses and ridiculed his interpretations
of Jewish law as being contrary to elementary reason. Citing
the Tanhuma, Rashi records the following clever ploy of Korah:

What did he do? He assembled two-hundred and fifty dis-
tinguished men and women . .. and he attired them in robes
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