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231/ SHACHARIS FOR ROSH HASHANAH — PESUKEI D’ZIMRAH

exalted; His glory is above earth and heaven. And He will have
exalted the pride of His nation, causing praise for all His devaiil
ones, for the Children of Israel, His intimate people. Halleluyalil

I alleluyah! Sing to HASHEM a new song, let His praise be in 1l

congregation of the devout. Let Israel exult in its Maker, lel th
Children of Zion rejoice in their King. Let them praise His Naine
with dancing, with drums and harp let them make music to Hit
For HASHEM favors His nation, He adorns the humble with sal
vation. Let the devout exult in honor, let them sing joyously upuii
their beds. The lofty praises of God are in their ﬂg\omﬁm‘ and a
double-edged sword is in their hand — to execute vengeans
among the nations, rebukes among the governments. chaz.un
To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters i
iron. To execute upon them written judgment — that will be 1he
splendor of all His devout ones. Halleluyah!

Im:m.&&i Praise God in His Sanctuary; praise Him in the

firmament of His power. Praise Him for His mighty acls,
praise Him as befits His abundant greatness. Praise Him with the
blast of the shofar; praise Him with lyre and harp.* Praise Him
with drum and dance; praise Him with organ and flute. Praise Hin
with clanging cymbals; praise Him with resonant trumpets. cn
— Let all souls praise God,* Halleluyah! Let all souls praise G,
Halleluyah!

lessed is HASHEM forever, Amen and Amen. Blessed is A

SHEM from Zion, Who dwells in Jerusalem, Halleluyah. Bl
sed is HASHEM, God, the God of Israel, Who alone does wondeis
Chazzan — Blessed is His glorious Name forever, and may all the
earth be filled with His glory, Amen and Amen.

u_wkua:wuﬁa_u.uI.hmmm:moimvxm_.mmQon.>nno.‘&:m_8nrmzﬁqmm:?,_:::
Shimoni, Volume 1 §20), this phrase means “let every breath (nn»w)) praise God."
Were we not led astray by sin, we would sense God in every breath, in the very
rhythm of life. In the absence of sin, God's presence would be evident in every
natural encounter. The whisper of the Master of the universe would be heard in thw
bubbling of every crystal spring, His immanence perceived in every sunrise and
sunset (Before Hashem, p. 4).

ﬂm.rm Rav quoted R’ Dov Ber Rivkin who translated this phrase to read: “Lel the
entire soul praise God.” Teshuvah is possible only because the inner layers of
one’s_soul, his mpnan npw), the core of his persona, remain pure anl
uncorrupted. The act of teshuvah then extends that purity to the rest of Il
sinner’s personality. Spiritual exile occurs when a person is imprisoned within
himself, when his ranan npwi is held captive by the outer layers of his soul. Ong
who is afraid of this inner soul can never repent. One must recognize that his truw

ﬂma,a?sf,d ey we Mg (naer Soul...
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vidual knows what he has done and the Rebbe perceives it
too — and by his glance the Rebbe elevates him. Healing
him, the Rebbe invests him with the requisite strength to
enable the good within him to overpower whatever is not
good within him.
ey For even when a man has sinned, the Jew within him
remains. This is .%m inner meaning of the teaching of the
—_— Sages, xn X707 .xnmﬁ bmﬁmoé — “Even though he has sinned,
~ heis aJew”: the essential he within him is Jewish. Overtly he
iy TAY be not good; he may be a sinner, a sick man. His head
~ and hands are ailing — he does not put on fefillin — and
ety gimilarly with other organs. Nevertheless, the essential he
within him is a Jew.
—— The word “he”, in the indirect third person, implies
something that is hidden from view. Since the essential hid-
den “he” in every Jew remains healthy, a glance from a
lzaddik invests an ailing man with strength, enabling his
healthy side to overpower his unhealthy side.

LIKKUTEI DIBBURIM = Yolusne ) q
ﬂ,/,, Aem@f L.w@«\?( mefﬂrﬁamof? a..P\T—

[5.]

@f ;ﬁ,ﬁ,&, There are two basic_approaches to healing: (a) treating
bo kool the ailment by medication, and (b) strengthening the healthy
1%k by organs so that they will be able to win the battle against the
ﬁ»m? g tffected ones. This is also true in the spiritual sphere. If
f f%ﬁ someone is ill with relation to tefillin or Shabbos or Family
\ 7 TPurity or the dietary code or whatever, there are two basic
approaches — (a) treating these ailments, and (b) invigorat-
”: m. the individual’s healthy side. True healing combines
both,
w /&i = %Em is w?wmmm _w the verse, o»n? p>38 nbys — “The deed of
W, ty 8 tzaddik gﬁwmm life. . > glance from a tzaddik lends strength
- e to the essential he within him, which remains Jewish: “even
) 1 though he has sinned, [his] ke is a Jew.” That glance arouses
Q. the sinner’s innermost self, transforming him to a penitent.

Even though he has sinned: Tractate Sanhedrin 44a.
Approaches to healing: HaYom Yom, entry for 28 Menachem Av,
The deed of o tzaddik: Prov, 10:16,
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CHAPTER 39, SECTION 5 7

Actually, to gaze upon someone who has evil within him
is an act of considerable self-sacrifice; how much more so if
one is to look upon him benevolently. There is another kind
of look which can turn someone into a heap of bones. This
kind of approach is in place only where it is necessary to
nullify the forces of evil by means of rejection. Even regard-
ing those whose lives are utterly off track, the Divine
intention is that “the evil man should return from his path
and live.” As G-d declares, “I do not desire the death of the
one deserving death.” Because He desires repentance, the
glance of a tzaddik must be benevolent.

Occasionally there may be an intense look accompanied
by a few stern words which penetrate the listener through
and through. Though they prickle and cauterize like the
words of the Passages of Rebuke in the Torah, the ultimate
intent of such words is benevolent. (This is discussed in
Likkutei Torah, in the maamar beginning, BeShivri Lachem
Mateh Lechem.) Generally, though, the way a fzaddik looks
upon a sinner springs from self-sacrifice.

The sin of the Tree of Knowledge lay in the fact that
Adam gazed upon the place of the kelippos, the forces of evil.
Before the sin, the kelippos and the unholy Other Side of the
universe were situated below all the worlds. Evil is a created
entity (as in the phrase v x3im — “Who creates evil”); it was
below all the worlds and unconnected with the world.
However, when Chavah (Eve) transgressed G-d’s command,
evil became dominant and all created things came to contain
a mixture of good and evil. Intending to rectify her misdeed,
Adam gazed upon the place of the kelippos. (This was his sin,
because he was not a Rebbe.) [...]

Nevertheless, the [infinite] Ein Sof-light that preceded the
Tzimtzum illuminated afresh. Concerning this the Etz Chayim

A heap of bones: Cf. Tractate Shabbos 34a.
The evil man should return: Ezek, 33:11.
o not d
s of Rebuke: Lew, 26:141f; Deut, 28:15f1
Li Torah: On Parshas Bechukosai, p. 48a €6
Wh creates ovil lea, 457,
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and the oppressed will think differently. Jews in different parts
of the world had different particular experiences, but among
them existed a common bond that stemmed from the place
that Jews everywhere have been forced to occupy. In this sense,
Jews form an artificially constructed but very real nation spread
throughout the world, and wherever they were, Jews were not
safe.

In Germany, this lack of security led to very different ap-
proaches within the community. One stance was assimilationist
—they hate us because we are different, so we will be safe if
we become like them. Some of Einstein’s friends were what we
can call “strong assimilationists”; that is, they tried to become
“purely” German by eliminating their Jewishness altogether.
The chemist Fritz Haber came from a Chassidic family but
converted to Lutheranism and did whatever he could to be as
patriotically German as possible.!? Haber worked at the high-
est levels of government open to a scientist, and during World
War I led the German program that developed chemical weap-
ons. Haber loved Germany and did everything in his power to
receive its love as well. But Einstein disapproved, asserting that
no matter how much he or any other strong assimilationists
strove to deny who they were and adopt a new mode of being,
they would never be accepted. Tiy as they might, the Germans
they so longed to be one with would always exclude them.

A second route is “weak assimilation—that is, try to be au-
thentically German and Jewish. Many of these groups shared
the non-Jewish German disdain for the Ostjuden and strove to
show that they as German Jews should be associated with the
Fatherland and not with their eastern cousins. When one such
group, German Citizens of Jewish Faith, wrote to Einstein in
April of 1920 requesting his participation in a panel discussion
of antisemitism, he declined, writing, “More dignity and inde-
pendence in our own ranks! Not until we dare to see ourselves
as a nation, not until we respect ourselves can we gain the re-
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spect of others, it must start with us then it will follow. . . . Can
the ‘Aryans’ have respect for such sycophants?”*® Assimilation,
strong or weak, was a dead end, Einstein believed. Jews would
not gain anything by rejecting the community in part or whole.
German Jews would never be accepted by the non-Jews as “au-
thentic.” The self-loathing that was the result of the antisemi-
tism must be rejected, not embraced. Its internalizaton could
not be turned into anything healthy.

—.Mm.ém must see all other Jews as their cousins, but one could
not, as the German Citizens of Jewish Faith were trying to do,

reduce Judaism to a matter of faith. “What are the character- €——

istics of the Jewish group? What, in the first place, is a Jew?
There are no quick answers to this question. The most obvious
answer would be the following: A Jew is a person professing
the Jewish faith. The superficial character of this answer is eas-
ily recognized by means of a simple parallel. Let us ask the

question: What is a snail? An answer similar in kind to the one &

given above might be: A snail is an animal inhabiting a snail
shell. This answer is not altogether incorrect; nor, to be sure,
is it exhaustive; for the snail shell happens to be but one of the
material products of the snail, Similarly, the Jewish faith is but
one characteristic product of the Jewish community. It is, fur-
thermore, known that a snail can shed its shell without ceasing
to be a snail. The Jew who abandons his faith (in the formal
sense of the word) is in a similar position. He remains ».?i.«,:'_
By doing their best to include themselves with the Ger-
mans to the exclusion of the Ostjuden, the German Citizens of
Jewish Faith had inadvertently excluded Einstein. He had no
“Jewish faith,” so he was being asked to address the exclusion
of Jews by a group that excluded him. The problem was not
their definition, it was their impulse to exclude. Assimilation-
ism in all of its forms, Einstein thought, was not only doomed
to be ineffective, but dangerous to the Jewish community itself.
But Zionism also seemed to be complicated. For Einstein,
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