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a mountain, the way God summoned Abraham, or to sacrifice in the recesses of his personality, is
man’ privilege to determine. Whether the sacrifice consists of physical agony, pain, and extinction
of life, or in spiritual surrender, humility, and resignation is man affair. God wills man to choose
the altar and the sacrifice.
Abraham implemented the sacrifice of Isaac— ount Morigh, but in the depths of his
heart. He gave up Isaac the very instant God addressed Himself to him and asked him to return
his most precious possession to its legitimate master and owner. Immediately, with no arguing or
pleading, Abraham surrendered Isaac. Abraham at that moment experienced the horror, desola-
tion, and black despair of the childless father who has no one to whom he can entrust his most
cherished treasure, his vision and hope, and who knows that everything for which he has worked
will die with him. Nevertheless, he did not argue. He proceeded to Mount Moriah.

When he arrived there, the sacrifice was a fait accompli. In Abraham’s mind there was no Isaac,
no beloved son, no heir to his spiritual fortune. Abraham came alone, forsaken and forgotten.
Isaac’s flesh was already consumed by the fires on the altar and had gone up in a pillar of smoke
to heaven. There was no need for the physical sacrifice, since experientially Abraham had fulfilled
the command before he reached Mount Moriah. All God asked of Abraham at that point was a
substitute sacrifice, and Abraham...offered [the ram] up as a burnt offering instead of his son. (verse 13).

Had Abraham engaged the Creator in a debate, had he not immediately surrendered Isaac, had
he not experienced the Akeidah in its full awesomeness and frightening helplessness, God would
not have sent the angel to stop Abraham from implementing the command. Abraham would have
lost Isaag physically. (Abraham’s Journey p. 1393
E:" TON R W DOV WS 9V - on one of the mountains, of which I will tell you. When Abraham

as commanded to offer up his son Isaac, God did not reveal upon which mountain this sacrifice
was to take place. In this sense, the command is similar to the original command in the begin-
ning of Parashas Lech Lecha, when God commanded him to leave his father’s house to go to an
unknown land. Once more, Abraham had to search. Although the place itself was not very far, it
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him up there for a burnt offering* on one of the mountains, of which I will tell you.”* 3 And
Abraham arose early in the morning, and he saddled his donkey, and he took his two young
men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for a burnt offering, and he arose and
went™ to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day, Abraham lifted up his
eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with

) B -
-SEo—

took Abraham three days until he found the mountain whose holiness attracted him.

Abraham implanted in the covenantal community a sixth sense, the ability to sense holiness.
Just as the eye reacts to light, we must develop the ability to perceive sanctity. (Boston. 1970 |
e T['?Z] D" - and he arose and went. The Midrash (Midrash Tanchuma, Parashas Vayeira 22) re-
lates how Satan placed numerous obstacles in Abraham’s path so he would reconsider his decision
to sacrifice Isaac. Instead, after he encountered each obstacle, Abraham approached the Akeidah
with even greater enthusiasm. When Satan attempts to thwart one’s mission, it is a clear sign that
the undertaking is sacred. Droshos Un Ksovim. . 243

When reading the Torah’ account of the Akeidah, we marvel at Abraham’s sedateness. compla-
cency and peace of mind. The enormity of his feat was demonstrated not in his actual compliance
with the Divine order, but in the manner in which he behaved in the face of this most puzzling
Divine command. Abraham did not argue, plead or beg for mercy. He did not ask the dreadful
question, “If I am to sacrifice my son, what is to become of the great promise?” Abraham seem-
ingly did not even realize the absurdity of the Divine order, which effectively canceled all previous
promises and covenants. Naively, almost irrationally, he perceived the demand as somehow com-
patible with the eternal covenant. By acting this way, Abraham unconsciously relieved his tension
and reconciled himself with God. Faith represents this peculiar attitude of leading a life fraught
with realities which contradict the very ideal for which the faithful suffer, believing in the covenant
notwithstanding all crises and retreats.  The Emergence of Ethical Man. pp. 156-157)

~er> 0T DY 7B 027 W 1) Y DI DR P DIPHT N 8 - and saw the place from

afar. And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey.” The Midrash on this phrase

states that when Abraham saw Mount Moriah from afar, he said to Isaac, “Do you see what I see?”
Isaac answered, “1 see a beautiful and praiseworthy mountain and a cloud enveloping it.” Abraham
then asked his (other) young men (Eliezer and Ishmael), “Do you see anything?” They said, “We
see nothing but desert.” Abraham then responded to them, “Stay here with the donkey”~—since the
donkey doesn' see, and you, like him, also do not see, you are similar to the donkey. [Only] I and
the lad will go yonder (Midrash Tanchuma, Parashas Vayeira 23).

This Midrash illustrates our forefathers’ ability to sense the difference between the holy and
the profane. Abraham and Isaac perceived the ethereal beauty of the mountain, while Eliezer and
Ishmael did not. What was Abraham’s reaction to their obtuseness? Stay here with the donkey, for
like the donkey, they lacked spiritual sensitivity. (Derashot Harav pp. 181152

Abraham procéeded with Isaac to the Akeidah, laboring under unimaginable suffering. To any
parent, the death of a child is lifes greatest tragedy; but for Abraham, the sacrifice was far greater
because he risked losing his entire world. All that he lived for, all that he fought for, all that he sacri-
ficed for, all that he taught, and all that he dreamed would vanish; the Akeidah would take it all away.
So how did Abraham view this mountain upon which he was now being asked to sacrifice his son,
and with him, the future of the world that he had built? He viewed it as beautiful and praiseworthy.
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329 THE TRAIT OF HOLINESS

In the end, the Holy One Blessed be He leads him upon the
path that he desires to follow, causes His Holiness to rest
upon him, and sanctifies him, thus enabling him to maintain
a constant intimacy with Him, the Blessed One. Where his
nature hinders him, the Blessed One will aid and assist him,
as it is stated (Psalms 84:12), “He does not withhold good
from those who walk in purity.”

This is the intent of the above statement. “If one sanctifies
himself a little,” by what he can acquire through his own
exertions, “he is sanctified a great deal,”” by the help he
receives from the Blessed One.

If one sanctifies himself with the Holiness of his Creator,
even his physical actions come to partake of Holiness. This
is illustrated by the eating of sacrificial offerings (itself a
mitzvah) in relation to which our Sages of blessed memory
have said (Pesachim 59b), “The Priests eat and the owners
are atoned for.”

Note the distinction between one who is Pure and one who
is Holy. The earthy actions of the fiist are necessary ones,
and he is motivated by necessity alone, so that his actions
escape the evil in earthiness and remain pure. But they do
not approach Holiness, for it were better if one could get
along without them. One who is Holy, however, and clings
constantly to his God, his soul traveling in channels of
truth, amidst the love and fear of his Creator —such a
person is as one walking before God in the Land of the
Living, here in this world. Such a person is himself consi-
dered a tabernacle, a sanctuary, an altar. As our Sages of
blessed memory have said (Bereshith Rabbah 47.8), * ‘And
God went up from him’ (Genesis 35:13)— the patriarchs are
the Divine chariot” and, “The righteous are the Divine
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ag on the water. He said to it:
d others, they drowned you;
woned you will be drowned.”

a5 a person’s profound sense of
of low self-esteem. Since this low
ound, there is an endless pursuit
Roney.

eess money as similar to compul-
s equivalent. The expression %3
k the necessary exertion in com-

a person to assume a position of
lefends himself against feelings of
lafter situation the person may
o control them. A truly humble
2zt assuming leadership, but when
sion. This is best exemplified by
2 a leader, and then became the
ago will swing into action and do
will shirk responsibility. Like the
#ted feelings of inadequacy may

»xm was intact. He was therefore
s of low self-esteem.

shnah say “He also saw a skull
- is the antecedent that warrants

etter understood in context. The
ros D’Rav Nassan is an expanded
m episode where Hillel encoun-
u the price of the wheat. “Two
et a second group of wheat mer-
s a se’ah, ” they said. “But just
me quality wheat for two dinars,”
sh Babylonian! Don’t you know
s expended?” indicating that be-
grain, they charged more for it.
s comment on the floating skull,

\isons, of the Tatless ~ R Abab J,

o e Yy noyw nox Ny i N M va
PO QD) ,POYK NOVKT DY, A7 MWK
thily

to an extreme, it is harmful when directed toward others, especially in a teacher
toward a student. An irascible teacher may stifle the student’s desire for clarifica-
tion, and he will be unable to successfully transmit the required knowledge. It is
quite likely that the 1787, too, is a manifestation of low self-esteem, because the
instructor with a fragile ego may interpret a student’s question for clarification of
what he said as indicating that he did not explain things adequately the first time
around. He may take this as an indication that he is considered incompetent as
a teacher. People with poor self-esteem are prone to interpret many things as
negative reflections on themselves.

This leads us to the final portion of the mishnah. We occasionally see people
who have an insatiable desire for wealth. There are billionaires who would not
exhaust their vast wealth if they lived a thousand years, yet they persist in trying
to increase their immense wealth as if they did not know where their next meal
was coming from. For some reason, society does not see this as abnormal.

There is a story about a man who came to see a psychiatrist. “What is your
problem?” the psychiatrist asked.

“I don’t have any problems,” the man said.

“Then why have you come to consult me?” the psychiatrist asked.

“Well, my family insisted I must come to you,” the man answered.

“What does your family think is wrong with you?” the psychiatrist asked.

“They think that there is something wrong with me because I like pancakes,”
the man said. '

s sive
\;\ye-.\\JA\

Sk
C

Wincok

“That’s absurd,” the psychiatrist said. “There’s nothing wrong with liking (_Q\\w\m
S s s

pancakes. I like pancakes myself.”

The patient’s eyes lit up. “You do' Then you must come to my house. I have
crates and crates full of them e

Making enough pancakes for a meal is proper, and making a few extra to
store in the freezer for another meal is perfectly appropriate. But when one
collects crates of pancakes in the attic, one is obviously sick.jWe really should
have the same attitude toward money, accumuiating enough for our needs plus
putting some away for a rainy day. However, if money becomes an end in itself,
and one continues to amass more wealth than one can ever use, it really is as
foolish as collecting pancakes.

When food is eaten for nutrition, it is healthy. If one eats excessively, beyond
the body’s nutritional needs, the food must be serving some other function.
Invariably, for the compulsive overeater, food is a kind of drug. Much the same
is true of an irrational appetite for money. In all likelihood, money has come to
represent security, and just as the compulsive overeater finds security in food,
so does the compulsive money hoarder finds security in money, even when it

max o / 100
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