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22 IN THE PATHS OF OUR FATHERS

|9 SHIMON BEN SHATACH SAID: “EXAMINE THE
e WITNESSES THOROUGHLY; AND BE CAUTIOUS

WITH YOUR WORDS, LEST THROUGH THEM THEY {THE

WITNESSES OR THE LITIGANTS] LEARN TO SPEAK
FALSEHOOD.”

SHIMON BEN SHATACH SAID: “EXAMINE THE
WITNESSES THOROUGHLY” — Our Rabbis* associate this
teaching with a tragedy that occurred to Rabbi Shimon: his son
was executed because of false testimony delivered in coure,3
Moreover, we find that Shimon ben Shatach reproved his col-
league, Yehudah ben Tabbai, for executing a lying witness
when Torah law did not require his death.* These two inci-
dents intensified Rabbi Shimon’s commitment to investigate
testimony thoroughly before acting upon it.

There is also a homiletic dimension to this teaching. Our
Sages say:% “The walls of 2 person’s house testify regarding his
[character].” On the most simple level, it s possible to
“examine the witnesses” and determine a person’s character by

studying the walls of his house — which books, whose pictures,
and which art do they feature.

(Sichos Mortzoei Shabbos Parshas Skemini, § 739; Sichos Shabbos Parshas Kedoshim, 5741) !

NX 2% WX mynw Logn vap IPovaR) myny o
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1 O SHEMAYAH AND AVTALYON RECEIVED [THE
® ORAL TRADITION] FROM THEM. SHEMAYAH

32. Midrash Skmuel, quoting the Rashbam.

33 . Raski, Sazhedrin 44b, based on Yerushalmi, Sankedrin 6:6.
34. Makkos 5b.

35 . Taanis 11a.

SAID: “Love
DO NOT SEEE

SHEMAYAH SA
mayah’s humilicy.

Love WORK —
perform common labg

ABHOR TAKINC
seek to place a crown

Do nNot SEEE
POWER — Nor shoul
the city!”

Since Shemavah w
Jewish people — he 3
leader’s prominence o
cause he has no conces
dium to lead his people
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