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ABRAHAM’S JOURNEY

earth, and from walking up and down in it” (Job 1:7). He has no
definitive objective, no place where he wants to arrive. He
wants only to inflict harm, and he can do that anywhere.
There is no doubt that Maimonides had a phrase from Amos
in mind when he used this word. He was a great stylist, and
many times he coined his own idioms. But he would use a bibli-
cal or mishnaic phrase if he could. Amos says “They will travel
from sea to sea, from north to east; yeshotetu, they will wander
about to seek the word of God” (8:12). The child at three, four,
or_five is restless. He is always on the move, exploring and

5 A‘M‘.;‘-\
k‘ \‘\';“"\5 searching for something. Because the child at this age does not
L ?ru-!.\ S,

0 \} 5 distinguish between reality and fantasy, he is not satisfied with

his_environment, which is dull and unattractive. He looks for a
S e colorful world and expects to find it either in the woods or in the
=7 o attic. His imagination is in pursuit of something better and fair-
er, of something he himself cannot name.
The famous French writer Romain Rolland describes how
restless Beethoven was in his youth. From early childhood,
> Beethoven used to hear melodies. He would say that there was
an_orchestra hidden somewhere—under the table, behind the
“&0‘\’3\’ curtain, in the attic, or in the oven. He always heard beautiful
/ melodies playing, and he thought it was somewhere outside of
/ himself. The orchestra was indeed an orchestra. But it was hid-
(homts >{ den in him, not outside of him.

" Of course, the more sensitive the child is and the richer his
g\iJ a  imagination, the bolder he is in his determination to find a dif-
: ferent reality. In a word, a child’s restlessness represents the

spontaneous drive to God that every human being experiences
and which in adults also expresses itself in restlessness. The
difference between child and adult consists in the fact that the
grown-up experiences the same sense of frustration as Kohelet,
his restlessness accompanied by a feeling of futility, while the
child does not feel at all frustrated. If he is disappointed, he will

edps,

try again.
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