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Ete punishment for sins comrnitted
E:etz Yisrael is quicker in coming

more stringent. (See Lev. 18:25-
: and Ramban there.) In at
r.pting to flee from divine judg
‘.ent, Elimelech wanted to leave the
olv Land in the belief that if he
.‘e:e in a foregn, non-sacred land,
s sins would be of lesser magnitude
ri :ess deserving of punishment,j

Einelech wanted to flee from the
:v:ne Decree — but was un
.::esfu1 in escaping from it. This

mpiied in the words W’i< , a
r’2i’i rrian went, i.e., anonymous
ç :“.:ognito. But pi ri — God’s
• :ribute of Judgment recognized
ri dentified him, as the verse con
res: frzt,< W’KrT wi, the man’s
.—e was Elimelech, i.e., the promi
ett and famous Elimelech, leader

:}.at generation, one who could
ave protested the injustices of the
te but did not. judgment was
en visited upon him and his Sons,
d hey died (Zohar Chadash).
:j. nWic D1 — his wife’s narne
zs •\‘aomi. ‘For her actions were
•easant and sweet’ [the translation

Naomi being ‘pleasant’] ‘Mid

Not only was Elimelech well
-wn, even his wife and two sons

— famous person
Malbini).

— His two sons. ‘Two’is
ic-ed because they were both

:-.a1v great (F4shba haLevi).

— Machion and Kilion.
-e .arash says that their names
:ae p — ‘they
ee otted out and perished from
e wrjd.’
The Talmud enumerates them,
::tg with Elimelech, as the leaders

&.a: generation. They were ail
::ed because they left Eretz
;raei (Bava Basra 91a).

Elimelech’s family had deserted its
relatives and fled.’

[The Midrash notes that nothing
is said about the wealth he took
with him — surely he did flot go
empty-handed!]

And a certain man went — like a
‘dead stump’ [to which nothing is
attachedj! See how the Holy One,
blessed be He, favors th&entry into
Eretz Yisrael over the departure
from it! When the Jews returned
from Babylon it is written: Their
horses .., their mules ... their carnets,
etc. [Ezra 2:66]. But here the verse
simply telis us: and a certain man
went — like a mere stump. He left
the country, and Scripture makes
no mention of his property — as
though he left empty-handed
(Midrash).

The word went [lit. walked],
flot YO’l, trave lied, is used. This in
dicates that he originally planned
only a temporary stay (Kol
Yehuda).

The phrase izi’c and ci cer
tain mcm went, appears twice in
Scripture: here, and in Exodus 2:1
[referring to Moses’ father}. Eso
terically speaking, just as there —

,L w ‘and a man of the
house of Levi went’ resulted in the
first Redeemer, Moses — so here,
too, did rrrr tci, i-’ w’z< fri
certain mcm from Bethiehem in
Judah went’ resulted in the final Re
deemer — the house of David
(Alshich; Baai haTurim).

rrnrv n’ — From Bethiehem
in Judah. [The verse could also be
translated ‘A mcm from Bethiehem
in Judah went...’ i.e., that a man,
who was a resident of Bethiehem,
went, (the phrase being adjectival)]

[Bethiehem was one of the finest
and most fruitful areas of Eretz
Yael.]

—\[Perhaps iirr, in Judah, is men

tioned to distinguish it from the
other Bethiehem in Zevulun Uoshua

‘

Why is the phrase ‘from Beth
lehem in Judah to dweli in the flelds
of Mach’ inserted here [between ‘a
certain man’ and ‘he, bis wife, and
bis two sons’j? Grammaticaily, the
verse should read: ‘A certain man,
along with bis wife and twa Sons,
went from Bethiehem in Judah to
sojourn in the fields of Moab. ‘...

This verse, structured as it is,
seems to imply that leaving Eretz
Yisrael at that time was his decision
alone. #‘ fri, A certain man went
— the decision to leave çi
rrrr’ was his alone — and he com
pelled his wife and two Sons to fol
low. Having unilateraily made the
decision to leave, Elimelech asked
his family where they wished to go.
The ultimate choice — ‘jtz n

to sojourn in the fields of
Moab — was made with the unani
mous consent of i’ ‘w 1rii, bis
wife and two Sons (Iggeres Shmuei).

vyv — To sojourn in the
fields of Moab. ‘Fields’ are in plural
because it was Elimelech’s original
intention to sojourn and wander
about the many fields and cities —

flot to establish himself per
manently in any one place in Moab
(Aishich).

Elimelech’s sin was compounded
by his choice of a new homeland.
Had he gone elsewhere, his sin
would flot have been 50 severe.
Our verse speciflcally elaborates on
his shameful act by tellirtg us his
destination: the detestable Moab of
whom God cautioned us: X3’
ur...’rt rTp2 ‘An
Ammonite or Moabite shah flot
enter into the assembly of HASHEM

forever’ [Deut. 23:4], and also:
, unui 117# 7’flfl

‘Thou shait not seek their

rn [62]
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cgcccclc;,ccig,ccc.cccicc,ccçucgccgcgcgc.;ccgcc_gcc cccgcci;cglccccii,«ccccccccic,cgccçcic,cl_g:ccc,c_ccccc c_g;.bccc,ccccc_cccccccl’c,c;cgcc«ccciicc_l:c,ctaciccc.c
ggØcci,cdcc,;gccdccccc_g:mc,c_gccc,cc_cc_gccccc«cc dci,,ccccccclç_gii;.;cccccc_g:c_cc;ccuccccclcc_g:cc., ce,cgcce;gacgcg.gdcc1cc,q.,lcdccccccccccc •cg11ggc,d;ccc.,geçicccc,:c,cgcccg.;cicccsl,lqccc,gcc
41ccii;,dc;ccg.cgccc;cccça,dcg;cc,c,clc.;ccccclccc ccclvcccgcc;,cccclccçccccc,cc,cccd.cccii;L’c_ccgcc.g, Lcccç,cccccccc,cc’gcccg.ccgccg;gc.ccc,c_g:c_g91cc.,gccc ci,Lcgcgc,ccccccc’c.cg.ccc_c;d.cccccccciicc;cccc

cl_gce,,c_gcccii:ccj,c_cgcccbccgcc_gcdc,cc’
Accc,clgccccgclgcccc.c;cccgçcdcccc,pIcccii’c.,cc wLc.cccccccccw,ldcccgclclcc_g:cccccc.cciccc.c lccclccc:cc_g1cc,c.ccc.ccccccccci,çcLc;cl.,cc;,lgcccc

ccçgccciicdcgc. ccc.;.ccccc,cc_c,cccgclccc,ccç_g:cccccc,ccccccc,ccc ccc.,cvccciccccc;cc..cccccccc,ccc,,cc,ccccccc.ccc_g-cc, ccciicIelcc_clcl_gcciic;ccgcc_g«ccccgce,:cc_g«dccccc dcc.ccci,.c_gccccc,cc_g:ittcci,ccc.cccqqccg.lccci
ccccccccccc;c;ciiicc.;cccc,ccccc,cc.cccg!çccc.c gcc11ccccc,dcccgccc.,cccccdcccci_g:c_gcc.cccc.cciiig:ÇiigL

c”
ccg.;cc_gcc_çcci,,ci;cccccc_gcdc,ccc.ccccccccccc, .1ci,;.ccc,cicgccci;,;cccccc,‘cdcccccccccc’c_ccccc

cc_gccc,,c_gcclccc.gccc_g.dcg-cczic_gccccc;ccccc Ldcc•cc,c.gce,g;hccicc.cccccçcgccc.c,;ccb.cccgc.ccccc_g ccc.;cc.ccccccccccccc.;cc.,qcccd:ccc,de;cii)gccg
ccc,c_gcdc;cclcc_g,agecg,;:ccc,c_g(cc_çcccglcg;c’,c

1h
ccdc«,cccdc,cccceg.«cgcc_g:;ccc.c.çac_ggcgcc LIc_ciccc,(ccccc..d)c_gmccl;ac;ccccccci,cclcç;ccl) ccc,,ccccccc,cci,cilci,cccc;c.c,cgccccç.ç:cecgcccciicg’cdgc ccccc_gccl;dcl:cccc-ccc;cc_g:cc,,c,cdcc.;c,ccceci_g cccccclqq.c_g_;c4,;c_gcccc,cc;ccgcdc.ccçccccccc_gc ccc,cg.lccc,cccc_gccgggcc,ccc_g’c_iig;’cc..cccc,gccci,cg;;:
gcc.ccgccccc;cccc_g:ccii,c.ccc.Mc_gcccc.cccc

C,tcicc..c_gmccc;ccclcci,cg,!cccc,ccg.cccc;l.cc;gcg
cc_gcccc;.c:cicd.,;cc_gccccc;cg- H

u
Ltcc..c.cccce.ccci,(cdccci)g,.c.:ccccg!cccc

tLclcccccpcicccl.gqcccccpcc.g:;cgccccqccgtcci

visuuotttnci4cu4c4.,’tLUCL,OS

i-ru
cc:

cc;c,ccc,c,lccc,lcclcc_gccc-c_g_gcccccccg,çc«gccccccccccc,ccccc
ccc.c,cccci,d;cc)ccc;gcc,gcl;,ccccccccclcicc.ccgcccccccccc’cccaccc,,ci,cçc.c
cg_gcccccccliccccccccccccci;.cc;-(ccc;cci,,ccce,ciç,c«ciccc,g ;cc;c-ccl,ccccccd’cc.,dcccl(;c)cccccgccccccccc_gccc_gcc‘cgcc_gcccccc

ccccgcccccciicgcccc.ccccctcccc,ccc;;ccc;,:)c_g_gc,ci,cccc
Il. 1-Liaç4.1$cccxcc.cc(q_g)cdlccccc.ccccc.ccccctcccc,c(cc_gccccccc -

-cpccc,cccflc_cccdccc‘cccc,clci,cccccccc,cccccccc,ccç;:tact-ç_g_gcc:
;cgcu,;c;,ccccc.ccc,(cccgc,cc_gcgccc,cicc’;,ccc;,cçcccc,ciccccc;;cg.cggccccg
6,,;ccci;gcccccc,cccc,cclcc.,.ccc,c;,cc:uc_ciccc’cgccgccc,ccc,,ccc;,ctacg;;cc_g
ccccçcclccç;cdc_gc;çcccicc:cccic;ciic,ccccgccc,ccc,ccccc_gcc_gccccc,cc
cg;cc;cccccdcccccccc_g,ccdcgcc.ccccc’cdc;cccccccccccccic-ça;çaqcc,c
«dc,clccc.ccccccccccc-cccgcccl.«ccclgis,;cc,cc_g,c,ccçc_g«ccccccc,c;.c
ccccc.cc,,’c,;c_g.c,qccd,cgaccgcc;,ccc(ccccç;cc,flccccccccccci,cc,;clccccccc
cj.,c;cc.lc_gcce,clc,c;,ccce;çc,cc,ccc.acccg.cc«ccc).çcccilc,cc,c:cc,clcue,c
c_ccccçcccccl,;cpI«mcclciccc,cccc;cclç;c.dc,cccc,cl_g.icccc,ccc_g’cc,_gccc
ccc;c;gcccccccc_gcc,clcc;cc.l«ccccci).ccccc’c,,;cccci.,c,cpIc;,ccccc;;; ccçc.cccc’cc,c)q_gdcccgc_gagccccc(c)c.ccg.lcccc_gcccc_gccc,c_g_gci91 ce;cc,cç,ccacgc,c,ccc«ccccccg;gcc.g;;çrce,cl«ccccclcgcccccc;c.cc
cgcccd,;ccccc;cccgc,ccccçc91ccc;,c)‘cc,ccci,_gcccccclcccci,’(cc91,cccc
c’ccccci,‘ccccccc,cccçcccccçcccgigcg;cccça;ccccc;ccccc,gccccc‘(;c, c;cc.cc;cc,ccc,c.c,cc_ccicI91ccccc_gccccc;cc.:cciuzccucclccl
LIc4)1c__ciccg,;cc,l’cg_g;cc;ci,çcccc,c;_gdcgccc.lci,c,ccqc;ccd,cc_g’ cciccccccc,ccc:cdlcccl.l(cci;c)mcccci,skc.ccçcccçccci,«cgc_g(cccct): ç.cl«cccccc;ccci;’cc_gccc,ccc:clc,c_ccc,,cccca,cl-ccccccccç,d;c,cccccc_g1cc
cc,c’ccccccc(c_gccccl_g,ç_gccci;;ccccccc)cg;g,ccc.ce:;;ccc,c;c,c;,clccpc
ci,(c_gccccccc!c.cccccc.c;cccccgc;clpcIciç_g;c’cc.cccccc.,’l)c_g;cccc_gccci ccccdc;gc,;cq;cc_gccccccicccc:L.cccp’c;c_gcccccdc,cici,c.dccc.c_g_gceqc
qqccccc_gç.cc_gccgc_clç;ccc,ccdc;c;cc-ce_cçccc,cgcccl,cc,cccc;ac;cc;
1cc_clce;’_gg«cegccccc;ci,c_g._g.c,-cc_gcc_gc;_gacec_g;acc,cc;c_gccc,’ ce_g_gggcccccgcclc_gccc;;cc‘cclcccccc’cclccccça.cc;;cccccce_gcccçcdiicccci:
.cig;cdccgccl;cccccc_gCI;_gdccc.ccclccc;d,ccic;;cc’cqccl‘çacgccc_gccccc 4c.é.cciii;cccecc’c_g:4,,;cccxcccccc(Ic;ccl;cc.c_gccc;;cc’ccacdcc,;c ,c_gcccc,.ccccd,cddcccjc_g_gccciiic_gpi:ça;qgccccc,ec_ci;;.cceccdccci cccl;c.ccgc‘gagc_g4.;cgcce,ccc.,;;.cgcc,ccq;ccc;c_g_gccgiicccc,cçacc
ccc;;cccc,cc(ccccccl,cc:l,lL,hiicc,cc’cgc;,ccc;ccccciici,‘e,,cc.,cce,c ccciic;;ccc,cccecc,c,cccccc_gcc.,;cc_gcgcclccc.l;cccccci,cccccc,ccccc,.g’ -ccc,c’;cçcgacccc;;.c;ccc.;;ccccc,ccc:cc_gccccc,,cc;ccccc4,c.c,cccclccc ccc‘qccc.ctccic.;c(c)cg.lcccccdceci;cccc‘c_gcccccccccccc,c,cc._g.c_g ccccccccc_gce;;qccccc.ci;;c;cccclcc;cpIc,c,lclaiec;cc.cccc.cg.,c cccccccccc,,c,ccccc,ee.,ce,cccd(cc)ça;c’ce,cccc,ccc;cc-ccc_cce;ccccl«g «ce.,_gcl.cccl.ci;ccclcçacccpe;;c.;c,ccccc.gc;,ccc_gccceccc.l«ccc;cccc,,,’ ci,‘icac_gc_gccc«gg_cccccccclcc,,gc,ccc;cc’ccccccc-qccce_g_g.ci,cc,cccc ,cce_g‘cccc._gcc;,çc_gc;.cccc,cccc.ccclcccdccccgmccqcccccci.c,;ç,c cccc.cd,;cc_gccccccd,ce,,ç.cc:cccicccccc,qccccalcccw.cccc’e.,dccc. c.cq«cgtc.i,c;.cclccccçccci;;cpIcc;c;,ec;c;,cc;cc’cccc.cg,dcccecicccc

_ge,.cc.lc_g_gcpI«ccciiccc,cd_g_gccccccccq_gci.,,;ccccc
Liacftl4.14lJl..hiicc.;‘c_gcc_gci,ccCIcec’ciçacccc,ccc_gcc,,;c;,cccc;.cl

i,,,,c,cça;c_ddc;’c;cecccccccc,cc;_g:
c.c;çc_gcc_gcccccccccccc,cccc.cdccclcc«ccc,cc’cc_g;cc«cccccc(.)c_gccccc_g «lcic1cccc’ccd_gqccc,dça;c,ccce::ciccccccaccccci,c_g.;cc
nc:4.;ccl.x_gccc_gcc,cçaci,’c.ciccc._ggccidc_gqc.cccc‘c_ccc_g

cccl,,cccccccLQ,c4I
;ccci,;:ccc’e;’c,,;cc_gccc,;_gccccc;cclciic;cclcccl;ci,q_g

LicL4,14clc,,ciici.ccc,‘ccci;cccccc,;ci,cccccagi;c;ccc;ccçc;ccicccccc
ccccqcccccl:c,,ccccgaiigccçc’cccccc,;c_gel:c,cic.cccce_g’ccccccc,ccccccc_g:

ça;ci,c_gc;_g:1_cicccc,l;cc;c’c_g;cc,cl;c.;ccccccq;c,ci,‘ci’;;c_gcecic91
cci’ça,ccc;c;ccc;;cicccaccccccc,ec:cci,’ça;.c.1ccmcaccc«ccccpclcccccc
;,ciccccccc,ccccclccccccieccccii’ccc,ce.cccccc_gccc;ccciiccclccc;’cc_gcccccc,cii
ccccccc.;ccc.cccccc;c)c,cccçccc,;ccccl«cccc,c-c_g_gccc.cdc;cc.cg_gccc,,cc,
ccc.cce.,lc;ccc,g,cc,cc(ccc,c)‘c91l;ccccccccccc,cccc,c,c;ccccccc_gccc,g
(c.dc;c)ccc,cçc,c;c,gc,ccccce,,ccci,c(.c)‘cccc«e;;ccccccccg_g;cccccccc.
e.,ccci-:(ccc)’cdc-gccccccc(dccccclcqccic_gcccccia(ccci)c.gc’cc:ccc
cci,c;cccccc,cgcce-,dccc(cc)‘cclcc_ge.’,cccccc(c,c’c;cc)cc.,cccclçcçc
c_g_gçcccc‘c.c;c;c’ccc,c(cccg)ce,,;ccg,;c;c,;‘cclccc;c,iicc,cc(ccccccc)
e;.,cc,,«dcgci,c;ccc;cccçc.c,cc(cccçaçc,,,_g)ccc,cccccc;cc;c_g’ce,,cgac
cccccc,;cc_gcccc;ccc,cccccc,cic.cecc,cc.çlc_g;gç.c.,’cd_gc,cccclcc_g’
«ccc,cc(c,)c_gccccc_gcc_gcccc,cc;cc,;,ccl«ccccccccc,ccccccccc_ggc;c_g-

ciaccg.c;c,c«1cc’ç;ccl.dcc,;ça_g_gcgu,.cc,c,ccCIçcc_cc_gccc,cccci_gci
;c;c,r,ccccc,cc,ccc;c;c.,cdccçcgccçcc.ccccccc,c,ccccciccccc,c_c
c,«c,cccc.ccc,lcccc,ccc;c,;(;c’)cccccc’cccclc;cccccdgc,c,ce_gcçc;.ccc
cc,cccccç,ccccc,cci,‘4,;ccccc;cc,dcccd;c,c;,ccc.c;ccc,lcccc;c.c;c;
6..;ccciccicc.c_gocgcci,cccc.cc_gcc,cccciccccç_gccc,,cqmcc;;dcdccc,cccc
;c’cl;gccc;cg;ccc’;c;cc’c;cccccci’;c_g;«cccccccc.c.ccçci,(c,c’c;ccg:)
cc_gc,g;cc_gc;ciccc;ccc:cccicl;c,,ccci,-ccc,c_cici,c,c;plccc;ccgccçdcl-

pcc«cc_gccc,c.cccccc_c;c;c_gc,,c,ccc;cc,;ccc,,cc;.cccc;cccccflccc
‘ccicc

c;cccc;;c.ccc.L‘c,;ccc,,cc;ccccc_c;c;c,gicc,;cg,cccccc’ccccc.c;cc,ccc,c
;dccccccdcc‘ccc.cg_gcg.;ccc;cccc«cccc;.c;cc:,cccd;-cccccc,cce,’c_gcc
cccccc,c;c’cccccc_gc,gcc,ccdce-ça;çcclc,ccc«ccc;-ciccg,lçccdc;,cccl
ccii.c_ggciccq,.cccc_g‘cc.ccci,c_gcc_g.c,cldc;ccc;ccça«cdccccçccgccccl
cc,gc’ç,dcg,;cccgcccccc,c;cccc.cl;cc’;,,ccclcc.d;;.cc,ccccc_gcccccdcc
cci.cc,;ci,ccccc,c,,iicçgcc;;cci,cc_g:1._cigcc’c.cccd;’c;,se«ccccgccccO.
cg;ce,,cccc,cc(ce_c);ç,c;ccc;‘gc;;qc.cccc;;.I«.ccc:c.ci.,cc,c;_gdcci’
ça.;gccccclccçcc_gcccjç,Iccc,ccc.cccg;c,ccccccccccccc.c.Iça_g(wOccecc,’
ccccc_gcdcic,I(cg)ccc_gccccccccccc_gcccccça.l;l.dccccc‘_gcccc,;cccc5 1
ci,;ccpgcc.Lccc.ccçcg’_g,cpc;l;c.cc’ccccc,c;ccc,cçiccccl;,ce_c.c_gccc
ccccccçc,c;;cdccc;cececc’cjl;c’clcccc;cccccc;_g;;;ci,cccacc.cc;«cccdcc
ii,,.;c_g;cçc_gcclcc;cc;,çcccci;;gcm;;cccccccccc_c’cg.;cc,e_gc,cgicIc_gç.c
c;.cIcccie,ccg;cc,c,cg,ci.ci;gccg;l‘c_g;.c_gcaclccid;cg.c,c;;ccd.ccccdlc
ccc_gccccccc,ce_c;cçagcccc;cccc’;cccccc.c_gggacc.ctcccçalç_g4
.cccqcl.:;cciçciccc;;lc,ccc;c_gccc,c‘;cgcccc__gçcc.cc,cc;.c_g;,cccccça’ 1
cccceccc,ciccc,,c‘cc_cl-qqdcccccçacccclecgcd.,ccccccccld_gccccc.ccc_gc.ci
q;c;_gcc’cc;cicecccgic;;ccclccc;ciccccccicccc,ccigcccccccc;cc,cP

‘cl
«ccc;g_gag;cclccc,cccci;ccckccccgc’c_gdcccec;ccccc_gcIci,cccec_gccc;cc
cccc_gccc,ccgl.cccccic,c,ccicccc,;:ijc,ciça;‘g;cccic;clci,cc_g:OlcI.cc_g
91ecggcicci,cc_g:L,Zccc_gcg;cc’cqcc’«c’acccc,cq,;:c_cic_gcc,ccccli’
cd,cc_gcl,4_gce,;ccecccl.cccccc;ccc;(ccc):cicc;ccc;ç,,geaicc,ccita
c_gcc,ccc.g_gcc,l;ccc,c,ccc.ccccgac;cccc,c‘cclccçgccccccc‘ceci_cccc
«cc_g‘ce_g(ccl.cicc)cc.,ccc,cci,;ccccccc;cc;;cicicc_gdcccc,dccgcc•

cciccc«cc,ccc;c.ccccqqg,‘cccicce.,cccci,ccccccccc,cc_g_gcdc_gtciii
Lccclc(cg)dc.ci,cc.çaccglc,cc;cccclcccccc_gccclcccccc,cc,cça,’«cc_g
cc;cc_g;d_ge;«e;ccc_g_gmccccg_ccccceccc.;ccccccc_gc;cccc,ccc4c
‘c.eccccdlccccc_c‘cccqccccci.,cc_g_gcg,c.cg;cgccdccccccccii44cccc
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