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he punishment for sins committed
n Eretz Yisrael is quicker in coming
nd more stringent. (See Lev. 18:25-
5. and Ramban there.) In at-
empting to flee from divine judg-
zent, Elimelech wanted to leave the
ioly Land in the belief that if he
vere in a foreign, non-sacred land,
i sins would be of lesser magnitude
nd less deserving of punishment.]
Elimelech wanted to flee from the
divine Decree — but was un-
uccessful in escaping from it. This
: implied in the words wx 957, a
zrigin man went, i.e., anonymous-
v. incognito. But 11 nm —~ God’s
ittribute of Judgment recognized
nd identified him, as the verse con-
nues: 199K WRT oW, the man’s
ame was Elimelech, i.e., the promi-
ent and famous Elimelech, leader
¢ that generation, one who could
ave protested the injustices of the
me but did not. Judgment was
ien visited upon him and his sons,
nd they died (Zohar Chadash).

173 ARYR oW ~ his wife’s name
as Naomi. 'For her actions were
leasant and sweet’ [the translation
: Naomi being ‘pleasant’] (Mid-
sh).

Not only was Elimelech well
aown, even his wife and two sons
ere DY WK — famous person-
res (Malbim),

entioned because they were both
mually great (Rashba haLevi).

21 12 ~ Machlon and Kilion.
we Midrash says that their names
dicate 371577 10 1991 3rmyy — ‘they
ere blotted out and perished from
e world.’
The Talmud enumerates them,
sng with Elimelech, as the leaders
that generation. They were all
mished because they left Eretz
srael (Bava Basra 91a).

A(‘\Sﬂo\\ “Taroch Set?\g @

Elimelech’s family had deserted its
relatives and fled.”

[The Midrash notes that nothing
is said about the wealth he took
with him — surely he did not go
empty-handed!] . ..

And a certain man went — like a
"dead stump’ [to which nothing is
attached]! See how the Holy One,
blessed be He, favors the'entry into
Eretz Yisrael over the departure
from it! When the Jews returned
from Babylon it is written: Their
horses ... their mules ... their camels,
etc. [Ezra 2:66). But here the verse
simply tells us: and a certain man
went — like a mere stump. He left
the country, and Scripture makes
no mention of his property — as
though he left empty-handed
(Midrash).

The word 777, went [lit. walked],
not yom, travelled, is used. This in-
dicates that he originally planned
only a temporary stay (Kol
Yehuda),

The phrase v x 7%, and a cer-
tain man went, appears twice in
Scripture: here, and in Exodus 2:1
[referring to Moses’ father]. Eso-
terically speaking, just as there —
M9 nvan K 390 ‘and a man of the
house of Levi went’ resulted in the
first Redeemer, Moses — so here,
too, did 173 0N Nan vk 99 ‘a
certain man from Bethlehem in
Judah went’ resulted in the final Re-
deemer — the house of David
(Alshich; Baal haTurim),

TP oR% A — From Bethlehem
in Judah. [The verse could also be
translated ‘A man from Bethlehem
in Judah went...” i.e., that a man,
who was a resident of Bethlehem,
went, (the phrase being adjectival)]

[Bethlehem was one of the finest
and most fruitful areas of Eretz
Yisrael.]

[Perhaps 73, in Judah, is men-

tioned to distinguish it from the
other Bethlehem in Zevulun (Joshua
19:15 M/m s 2%9 |

Why is the phrase ‘from Beth-
lehem in Judah to dwell in the fields
of Moab’ inserted here [between ‘a
certain man” and ‘he, his wife, and
his two sons’]? Grammatically, the
verse should read: 'A certain man,
along with his wife and two sons,
went from Bethlehem in Judah to
sojourn in the fields of Moab."...

This verse, structured as it is,
seems to imply that leaving Eretz
Yisrael at that time was his decision
alone. WK 77M, A certain man went
— the decision to leave npY m3
73 was his alone —~ and he com-
pelled his wife and two sons to fol-
low. Having unilaterally made the
decision to leave, Elimelech asked
his family where they wished to go.
The ultimate choice — Tl Y
agm, to sojourn in the fields of
Moab — was made with the unani-
mous consent of 1733 W1 1Y, his
wife and two sons (Iggeres Shmuel),

g1 *Iwa MG — To sojourn in the
fields of Moab. ‘Fields’ are in plural
because it was Elimelech’s original
intention to sojourn and wander
about the many fields and cities —
not to establish himself per-
manently in any one place in Moab
(Alshich).

Elimelech’s sin was compounded
by his choice of a new homeland.
Had he gone elsewhere, his sin
would not have been so severe.
Our verse specifically elaborates on
his shameful act by telling us his
destination: the detestable Moab of
whom God cautioned us: X3 XY
0%y 0 Sapa 3Ky Ymy ‘An
Ammonite or Moabite shall not
enter into the assembly of HASHEM
... forever’ [Deut. 23:4], and also:
TR 53 oty optdw whn K
099, ‘Thou shalt not seek their

Mmoo [62]
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