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The Yeshiva University Bnai Yeshurun Kollel Presents:

SELICHOT, TESHUVAH AND TEFILLAH:
PREPARING FOR THE YAMIM NORAIM

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter

Selichot Night,

September 8, 2012 / 22 Elul 5772

Sponsored Le’iluy Nishmas Chaim Yosocher ben Yechiel Zaydel Dov Feigenbaum and Yekutiel ben Yechiel Zaydel Feigenbaum
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1. Otzar HaGeonim
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2. Rambam, Hilchos Teshuvah, 3:4
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4. Mishnah Berurah
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5. Rav Soloveitchik, Maimonides School, Motzai Shabbos, September 14th, 1968
[image: image8.png]Selikot is an old institution. The Talmud mentions it implicitly, and the
Ge’onim refer to it as something which had already been in existence for a while
and not as something new which they have introduced.

The simple translation of the words “Va-ya‘avor Hashem al panav
vayikra” (Shemot 34:6) is that panav is a reference to Moshe’s countenance. God
passed by Moshe's countenance, and after He left, Moshe saw just “achorai,”
God’s “back” (see Shemot 33:23). It was at that point that God proclaimed the
Thirteen Attributes. However, Hazal apparently interpret panav as a reference to
the Divine Himself, God’s Own “countenance.” “Va-ya'avor Hashem al panav"
thus means: He wrapped Himself. The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 17b) says:




[image: image9.png]Rabbi Yohanan said, “If the verse had not stated it, we would not be able
to say it; it would sound like blasphemy. God wrapped Himself in a ralit, the way
a shali‘ah zibbur wraps himself; He was completely enveloped by the amud he-
anan. He demonstrated to Moshe the order of the recitation of prayers and He
told him, *Whenever the Jewish people will commit sins and will be ready for
repentance, they should pray in accordance with this order and I will forgive
them.™

‘This is the source in the Gemara for Selifiot. “Selihot” means prayers for
forgiveness. The word “selihof” is of later origin. The Ge’onim speak of
ma'amad selihah, an assAembly of selihot, or ma‘amad selihah ve-rizui, a
solemn, great assembly of selihah and supplication. Later, the word ma‘amad
was eliminated and we call it simply Se/ikot. It is colloquial, in both Yiddish and
Hebrew. You “say Selihot.” You “recite Selihot.” Selikot means prayers for
selihah.

The Ribbono Shel Olom taught Moshe how to say Selihot. He not only
taught him; He demonstrated it for him. There are two kinds of teaching: by
speech or words and by demonstration, by example. The Gemara says, “Melamed
she-nit'atef Hakadosh Barukh Hu ke-shaliah zibbur,” the Ribbono Shel Olam
demonstrated to Moshe how Sefihot should be recited as if He Himself were the
shali’ah zibbur, the hazzan. “Va-ya'‘avor Hashem al panav,” the Ribbono Shel
Olam wrapped Himself in a talit and He read, He recited, the seder Selihot. This
is how Hazal interpreted this pasuk.




[image: image10.png]We have never come across another passage in the Gemara in which it is
stated that the Ribbono shel Olom taught Moshe, or any other prophet, how to
pray.  Man should know how to pray, how to approach Him. But here,
apparently, the Ribbono Shel Olom did not rely on Moshe. He taught him. He
not only told him to pray for selihah, but He also told him how to pray. He taught
him by demonstrating it.




6. Rosh Hashana 17b
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7. Ritva, Rosh Hashana 17b
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8. Midrash Lekach Tov, Pesikta Zutrasa, Shemos 33
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9. Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa
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10. g
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11.  Erev Yom HaKippurim
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12. Rabbenu Yonah, Shaarei Teshuva, Shaar 4
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13. Rosh, End of Yoma
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14.   Shiboley HaLeket
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15.  Rav Soloveitchik in A. Lustiger, Before Hashem, 60-61
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16.  Torah Temimah, Vayikra 23:32
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17.  Midrash Rabbah, Emor siman 30
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18.  Sfas Emes, Haazinu
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19.  Bamidbar Rabbah 14:7
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20.  Rav Soloveitchik, On Repentance

[image: image33.png]It was for this reason that Maimonides considered it in-
dispensable that the Incflable Name be incorporated within
the formula of confession. Without the Name of God who is
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“For There Was His Home”

‘What is the meaning of the word “tevhuoah™ What is the ex-
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“And Samuel judged Tsracl all the days of his life. And he
went from year 1o year in circuit to Bethcl and Gilgal and
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[image: image34.png]judged Israel; and he built there an altar unto the Lord.” Here,
100, the word reshuoah bears the connotation of completing
circle; after Samuel would make & circuit throughout Isracl he
would retun to Ramah, for there was his home.

Teshuvah, repentance, signifies circular motion. When
one finds oneself an the circumference of a large circle, it
sometimes scems that the starting point is becoming farther
and farther removed, but actually it is getting closer and clos-
er. “At the return of the year,” on Rosh Hashana, a new calen-
dar year begins, and with every passing day one gets farther
and father away from the starting point, the New Year. But
very passing day s also a return, 2 drawing near to the com-
pletion of the year's cycle, the Rosh Hashana of the next year.
“And his return was to Ramah.” Samuel went in circuit. The
moment he left Ramah, with the goal of making a full crcuit
of Beth-cl, Gilgal and Mizpah, he was lready returning to
Ramab, for it was there that he made his home; there, in Ra-
matayim Zofim, lived his mother Hannah; there he had spent
his childhood; there were his roots. Samuel was s leader and 8
judge for all Israck; he made a circuit of all of Israels scattered
living places, but everywhere he went, he was heading for
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21. Kedushas Levi, Ki Tisa
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22.  Rav Yisrael, The Maggid of Koznitz, Sefer Avodas Yisrael, Avos 1:5, V’Amer Od B’Ishto
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23. Chizkuni
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24.  Rav Avraham Yehoshua Heschel, Av Beis Din of Apta, Ohev Yisrael, Ki Tisa, VaYomer Hashem el Moshe
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25.  Neseneh Tokef
[image: image43.png](Congregation and chazan:
120 WYY NN AR 23 YT noyp 9 19
Congregaton and chasean
LR IS DT IR ¥R apn nynn

V29 3Wm 82 Toma 112 amabn Ngn
A013N,7T0) VTP 0303 T MM e vp nRR NRNa
NDAM NNV 53 Bt (myim 91D0Y) BAIM
oIR 53 T onim NPy R NNt 79D my
VRY) NPT MpRT Sip) +vpm 911 gt L1
0 VAN N AP Sy Aram dvanbm
131 K9 %3 P73 0 N3y S Tped o op
IR 2132 T 130 gty wa Y1 pa pppn
12.103% NOR BNY Papn 17y NP3 Chezzan
WM 0 93wy Toam JTIANY BPm Payn
BT I IR ANAMPaMa Y9Y nayp





26.  Rosh Hashana 16a
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27.  Rosh Hashana 18a
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