Rabbi Ephraim Kleinberg

Chodesh Shevat: Gentle Murmurings of Spring

Talmud Bavli, Masekhet Ta'anit 23a

Rabbi Yohanan said: Throughout his life, the tzaddik, Honi ha-Ma'agel was always
troubled by the verse: "Shir ha-ma‘alot: be-shuv HaShem et shivat tzion, hayinu ke-
cholmim”. He said, "Is there anyone who dreams for seventy years? In other words,
is it possible that the whole seventy-year exile would seem like a dream?" One day,
he was walking down the road when he saw a man planting a carob tree. Honi
said to the man, "How many years will this tree need to produce fruit?” The man
answered, "Seventy years'. Honi said, "Is it so clear to you that you wiill live seventy
years? The man answered, 'I found carob trees in the world. Just like my ancestors
planted for me, | plant for my children’. Honi sat to eat some bread, and fell asleep.
A pile of rocks and dirt rose around him, and he was hidden from sight. He slept for
seventy years. When he woke up, he saw the same man picking (carobs) from the
tree. Honi said to him, "Are you the man who planted this tree?" The man
answered, | am his grandson’. Honi said to him, "From this it is possible to learn that
people can sleep for seventy years'.

Collected Writings of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Vol. 2, p. 329
“A Spring Sermon in Winter’- The major portion of the winter cycle
is still ahead. A superficial gaze reveals that nature is still displaying
her solemn winter apparel. Long winter months are still ahead.
Already vawa Y0 conveys to Jewish minds and hearts the first
greeting of a coming spring.

. In the core of the arterial network of the
trees, silently and softly, hidden from casual view, the new sap flows
announcing the coming of spring.
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“Under this torn, dark, cold bark, new, fresh life pulsates”

~ R’ Samson Raphael Hirsch, Collected Writings Vol. Il
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I'T And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: What
do you see, Jeremiah? And | said,

12 And the Lord said to me; You have seen well, for |

hasten My word to accomplish it.
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Rav Avuna teaches: “l see a rod
of an almond tree” (Yirmiyahu

121 1). Just as this almond bud
takes 3 weeks from it’s initial
sprouting until it is a fully
formed fruit, so too there are
21 days between the
breaching of the walls of
Yerushalayim and her
destruction
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, this is
why God responded, “Your
vision was correct”,
otherwise with leaves and
buds, it would be obvious
what he was looking at...
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“Under this torn, dark, cold bark, new, fresh life pulsates”

~ R’ Samson Raphael Hirsch, Collected Writings Vol. Il



