Creating a Halakhic State: Police Forces in Israel on Shabbos

Some Defining Charachterisics of “Religious Zionist Halakhah” From ‘“Religious Zionist Halakhah’ — Is it a Reality or
was it a Dream?” by Aviad Hacohen in The Orthodox Forum: Religious Zionism Post Disengagement-Future Directions pages 315-369

1. Areas of Occupation
a. Laws of the State
b. Laws of Modernity
c. Harnessing Halakhah for Political Ends
2. Methodology and Sources of Decision Making
a.  Koab de-heteira adif
b. State-otreinted/unifying approaches
c. Uses of Eretz Yisrael Sources
d. Use of Modern Research Tools and “Outside Literature”
3. Style and Form
a. Modern Hebrew
b. Otganized
4. Media of Communicating Conclusions
5. Substance of rulings
a. Religious Zionist Issues
b. Issues Aristing from the Establishement, Existence, and Activites of the State of Israel
c. Penetaration of Religious Zionst Ideology into “Traditional Areas of Halakhah”
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Some Resources

1.

G W N

10.

“’Religious Zionist Halakhah’ — Is it a Reality or was it a Dream?” by Aviad Hacohen in The Orthodox Forum: Religions
Zionism Post Disengagement-Future Directions pages 315-369 (Dr. Hacohen will be speaking tonight and I assume he will
touch on some of these issues.)
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Kalman Newman has done wotk on this.

In general, the zeshuvot and work of the early Chief Rabbis, Eretz Hemdah, R. Shaul Yisraeli, Machon Tzomet,
highlight many facets of this. Many articles in Techumin are devoted to these issues.

Shut SMS and rulings publicized via Facebook represent yet another angle. [For a thoughtful discussion, see Rabbi
Adam Mintz’s shiur on R. Shetlow’s Skt SMS on his website.

In their own ways, Tzohar, Beit Hillel, ITIM, and many other organizations all try to manifest different visions of this.
Without endorsing any particular group, it is important to understand what drives them. For some people,
recognizing the baises that are inherent in much of their work inclines them to be wary, while for those who share
their biases, it inclines them to agree with them. Again, our goal should first be to understand and only then to assess.
Many books have been written about Hilchot Tzava which are very accessible which highlight some of the issues and
solutions.

For an excellent, methodologically aware presentation of these issues as they play out in the army, see R. Avihud (Udi)
Shvartz’s series on Hilchot Tzava on n"wp.

A more local example can be seen in the Gavison-Medan Covenant, which, luckily enough, will be the topic of
discussion on Motzaei Shabbat between Ruth Gavinson and R. Yaakov Medan.



