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Rabbi Teutelbaum, who accepted the binding nature of the oaths,
charged the Zionists with forcing the end: "The heretics made every
effort to violate the oaths, to ascend (all wgether as if surrounded] by
a wall and to establish, on cheir own, a government...before the
proper time, which is torcing the end.”*! Despite the gravity of itg sin,
however, the Zionist movement, at least, was not_an_identifiably
religious one. Predominantly secular, the Zionists had not betrayed

“thair own principles. The same could not be said for their Orthodox
coiluboratars, whom Rabbi Teicelbaum held accountable for the legiumi-
zanon ol the Zionist_heresy. By partcipaung in the Isracli gov-
ernment, the Orthodox Agudat_Israel organization, which had
originally opposed Zionism, had sold out to the Zionists: "By collabo-
rating with [the Zionists], they legitimize Zionism betore the entre
world undl. .. the entire world i3 teady to accept this impurity with the
Delict that the Pharisces have permitted it "2
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*. .. Your second question concerns the Hazon Ish’s perceptios
of the.State of Israel and its future. The style of your question
Jimplies that Hazon Ish, so to say, “predicted” the impending
destruction of the Stale_of Isracl in the near future: You just
want to know the precise date: When is it going, God forbid,
to happen?

“Let me make it perfectly clear from the onset: Hazon Ish
never said such an ominous thing, nor was he the kind of person
W doso BISed o NIy (Nt Tloseness to Hazon Tsh ai 1k
time, I ani_in e positic [ically such a libelous
and disastrous rumor, Hazon Tsh was the puaradigm of a halak-

. Mo

“Nor was the great sage Hazon Ish (and claims tg the contrary
Ey partisan ideologians notwithstanding) imbued with any nega-
tive or hostile attitude 1o the State of Israel. He genuinely loved
Jews and welcomed indeed anything that may save their lives
or improve their lot. The current —oral tradition” Circulated
within some yeshiva (or “kollel”) coteries, that Hazon Ish was
against the State, and even proclaimed its doom and decreed its
f'all within a prescribed span of time, is no more than a vicious
lie — perpetrated by the zealots through a deliberate distor-

tign, and received by the naive on the basts of an unfortunate
misunderstanding.

p. N3

“Contrary to the new myth now emerging and circulating, re-
modeling his image and reclaiming him to a narrow camp of
State negators, Hazon Ish was neither antagonistic to the State
nor opposed to its hailers. He was very positive and Ropeful
about the presence and prospect of the State and encouraged
any way of supporting and upholding it. Nonetheless, he was
not yet ready — soon alter the declaration of independence,
Tunder a fierce war, harsh conditions and hazardous borders —
for this revolution; nove (halakhically) of instituting a new
holiday, enacting changes in ritual and liturgy, affecting the cus-
tomary gloomy mood of the Sefira season, eliminating Tahanun,
permitting haircuts and weddings, and requiring the saying of
Hallel. To all this hie then said no.

Py

“Ilazon Tsh felt that Yom Huatzmaut is considered by its up-
holders not as a regular thanksgiving day for a specific redemp-
tive event, but as pregnant with definite messianic W
a day which heralds and constitutes an clement of the viessianic
Tra. This is the core of the problem.

—TTa7on el was very alarmed by undue messianic_overtopes.
In Tine with the rabbinic trend, fostered and confirmed by the
calumities of false messionism during the ages (especially the
Sabbateanism of the 17th century), he feared and fought hasty
and ungualified messianic fervor and indulgence. Historical re-
ality, insisted Hazon Ish, must be assessed with clarity and ob-
fectivity, not witli tifnd_and Wit fvine promises are

NS

“Thus we examine the meaning of the State of IsFacl by ha-
lakhic categories: Is it really from t oint_of view .c))f our
Jimited human judgment, the beginning of redemption. é) it
certainly and clearly a positive, Constructive redemptive act:

« Time will tett.” This is the aist of Hazon Ish's response, that
by malice or stupidity (or both) is now distorted and rcpcglcd
as if it were a terrible pronouncement of doom. Here are th.e
words of the great sage, the way 1 heard Ihelp mysclf‘ from his
holy mouth. They constitute the second point of his overall

reply:
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Historical Evaluation

“It is impossible to properly evaluate a great historical event,
whilewe arc sull very much a partof it. We noed the advantage
“and vantage of Timie and the benefit of its perspective.” So
claimed Hazon Ish with his typical humility and remarkable in-
sight. Who knows, mused he with grave trepidation and deep
concern, what may transpire after such an unprecedented, revo-
lutionary stage in the long history of Jewish dispersion and
suffering. We are still amidst this revolution; within war and
conflict, We still pay with tears and blood, with heroi¢ victims
and bereft survivors.

“Hazon Ish pointed out that politi ic_and interna-
tional situation is not yet closer (it was then around 1950):
_The recognition of the State 1s not yet settled; its borders in-
secure, and not yet finally delineated; its wars not yet over; its
relations with its neighbors not yet resolved. In i

our joy and hope, we must be somberly aware that the-present
.ig_still fulll of hiazard_and complexity.

0.}

a declaration. In theory, we must admit, it is quite possible that

after a few ygars we may, in tragedy and horrilﬂc‘(-léﬂgwt-
ment, lose this independence and things will turn back” the way

“they were, if not worse. Even while we hope and pray for the

best, we_must_always be apprehensive and ready for the worst.
We must never react to historical events _euphorically or_rashly.

“It is premature today, said the sage, to posit any official
rabbinic position, theological or halakhic, on the validity, mean-
ing and significance of the State of Israel. At this moment, there
is no point in establishing a holiday and requiring the recitation
of Hallel. When, then, will this be possible?Qlngf_tcL_g,dmnd_c_
or two may we be able to tell. Then, we hope, the wars will be
over, peace achieved, the borders enlarged and secured, pros-
perity prevail, and the State recognized by all as an unshakable
fact, unquestionable sovereignty. Meanwhile, we must wait and
see, pray for redemption, but also te prepared for any other
eventuality.

“Hazon Ish, contrary to current claims, did not “predict” nor
“proclaim” any destruction of the State. He ardently prayed for

its success and continued growth. But, clear-minded and cau-
P_\\’?

eam come true: the con-

“Hu id not live to see his dr : :
Hazon o f Israel during its crucial

stant growth and progress of the State 0

formative three decades. Hazon Ish did not live to witness the
glorious victory of the Six-Day War, nor the mlr:u:ul_ous l¥bcrn-
tion and unification of Jerusalem. 1 can only imaging his ex-
uberant joy. Would he have ‘llcn_ﬁl‘ﬂﬂ&w*
“Fraar=mait and {laliel? Prob: i increased wisdom
Hum:nmur:l_m_] {1allel? Probably not. \‘V\lh‘lhc INCIease oo

i e Lsurmise, he would

decision. I{e would have st waited for complete _ 'muit.\'
{ mer — for which we are still

for
yearning.
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Another time Silver was in a quandary within himseif and
with his associates regarding a Bonds for Israel dinner in his city.
Every year Silver publiclv supported this event and attended the
(_:l_ip_rgr. In 1964 the guest of honor was to be Nelson Glueck, the
president of the Hebrew Union College. Many Orthodox Jews
felt that Silver should not be present at an atfair honoring such a

- 7 —_" .
prominent Reform Jewish personality. Nevertheless, Silver did

attend, since his concern for the cause and feeling of communal
responsibilities won out. At the atfair, when questioned about his
presence, Silver declared, “How could [ stav away from a dinner

aiding the State of Israel? Regarding the guest of honor, he is,

after all, the grandson of the eminent rav of Pren, Lithuania.”
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Silver also exerted nis influence in the determination of
sudat Israel and Agudat Harabanim policy towards the
rmation of the Jewish State. Silver himself had always b
vor of such a state, despite his Agudat [s ties, Following the
four Declaration in 1917, Silver marched in a New York
onist parade in its support. When Chief Rabbi Abraham Kook
.ited the United States in 1924, the Agudat Harabanim invited
n to address its convention. Silver was in the chair when the

ief Rabbi spoke. In the middle of his address, an Agudis
m the Midwest attempted to interfere with the gnest Silver
Amiatelv silenced the interrupter, demanding -that the

guished visitor.”

ibbi Eliezer Silver dell\ermg the first lecture in the new bunldlng of Yeshivat
ercaz ha-Rav of Jerusalem in 1964. To the left of Rabbi Silver is the rosh ha-

shiwah, Rabbi Nathan Ra'anan-Kook
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