“The Israelites Slaughter the Syrians,” by Gustave Doré (1866), depicts King Ahab on
cavalry against the forces of Ben-Hadad.

8.2 The Danger of Success, Reign of Achav 2

his chariot, leading his

Planning for Battle (23-25)
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23 And the servants of the king of Aram said unto him: "Their God is
a God of the hills; therefore they were stronger than we; but let us

fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than
they.

D350 707 NPY T 13- T
.onnn ning D’i_U] ,173]')7;37_3 IR

24 And do this thing: take the kings away, every man out of his
place, and put governors in their room:
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25 and number thee an army, like the army that thou hast lost, horse
for horse, and chariot for chariot; and we will fight against them in
the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they.' And he
hearkened unto their voice, and did so. {P}

What is this business about the mountains versus the plains?
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Why replacing the kings with governors while they are at battle?
2. Malbim 20:23
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3. Metzudos 20:24
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The Second Battle (26-30)

TT7-12 TpEM ,MWn n2wnb ' 13 | | 26 And it came to pass at the return of the year, that Ben-hadad
-op nanbnY ,mpax Hum ;oIx-nx | | mustered the Arameans, and went up to Aphek, to fight against Israel.
ox

,195M ;153501 11pEND 5% 123 13 || 27 And the children of Israel were mustered, and were victualled, and
W3 ,073 DXI7-12 107 ;0nX7pY | | went against them; and the children of Israel encamped before them
JIRT-NX X5 07X ,007w awn | | like two little flocks of kids; but the Arameans filled the country.

12m-5% NN ,0TORD TR Wan na || 28 And a man of God came near and spoke unto the king of Israel,
WK 1 M MR-19 MR Lo | | and said: "Thus saith the LORD: Because the Arameans have said: The
MHXR-X51,mm o0 X 07X 1mx || LORD is a God of the hills, but he is not a God of the valleys;
5730 1innn-52-nx "ann--xin opny | | therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thy hand, and ye
.M MR- ,0001 772,117 | | shall know that I am the LORD.'

;0 NYAW ,nPXR-123 X ann v || 29 And they encamped one over against the other seven days. And so
137 ,mn5na 1pm wawn oiva ' || it was, that in the seventh day the battle was joined; and the children
Di"2 ;%530 (OX-nX7 DIR-NX Hx1wr-11 | | of Israel slew of the Arameans a hundred thousand footmen in one
nx || day.

5am ,1w-5% ,npoxR onnian 1 5 || 30 But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; and the wall fell upon
WX NHX Nwaw) onwy-5 ,mning | | twenty and seven thousand men that were left. And Ben-hadad fled,
9770 PwR-5X Xan ,0) T1-121 ;010ia | | and came into the city, into an inner chamber.
RS

What is the imagery of the goats?
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5. Malbim 20:27
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Why is he winning this battle?
6. Radak 20:28
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What is the 7 day wait?
7. Mechilta of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 31:6
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CONFLICTS BETWEEN ISRAEL

AND ARAM-DAMASCUS
1 KGS. 15:18-22; 20:1-34; 22:1-40
2 KGS. 8:28-29; 10:32
2 CHR. 16:1-6; 18:1-34

City
City (uncertain location)
Mountain peak

Battle
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Arameans’ routes:

<€ Campaign of Ben-hadad | e
against Baasha (1Kgs. 15:16-22) |

«~= Campaigns of Ben-hadad Il
against Ahab I (1 Kgs. 20:1)

<€ Campaigns of Hazael against Joram
(2 Kgs. 8:28-29)

Campaigns of Hazael against
Jehu and Jehoahaz (2 Kgs. 10:32-37;
12:17-18; 13:1-3; Amos 1:3)
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A fragmentary stele dating
after 900 RC. was
recently found at Dan
| 1. At the request of Judah’s

King Asa, Ben-hadad |
attacks Israel

) 2. Ahab’s victory 2
at Aphek ﬂ Y ¥
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8. Radak 20:30
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The Ruse to Escape (31-34)
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31 And his servants said unto him: 'Behold now, we have heard that
the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings; let us, we pray
thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go
out to the king of Israel; peradventure he will save thy life.'

0% DN DpY 1IN 25
AR ,OXP T20-DK XA ,DWN2
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32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put ropes on their
heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said: "Thy servant Ben-
hadad saith: I pray thee, let me live." And he said: 'Is he yet alive? he
is my brother.’

A1 05NN MO WO DR A0
IR AN ,INRM L, TT-12 0K IRR7
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33 Now the men took it for a sign, and hastened to catch it from
him; and they said: "Thy brother Ben-hadad.' Then he said: 'Go ye,
bring him.' Then Ben-hadad came forth to him; and he caused him
to come up into his chariot.

NX7 "AX-MRY-TYK 01w 1OX MR 1O
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34 And [Ben-hadad] said unto him: "The cities which my father
took from thy father I will restore; and thou shalt make streets for
thee in Damascus, as my father made in Samaria.' 'And I[, said
Ahab,] will let thee go with this covenant.’ So he made a covenant
with him, and let him go. {S}
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How does he know he is kind?
9. Talmud Bavli, Yevamos 79a

7200 NI 0NN Y7 Nal (N ,a DNAT) 2NOT 0NN DITON 7011 [2YTANT DANIN IT NAINA W' D'IN'0 WYY X
TINI 12 IR DIX' WK (v (0',N' N'WRID) 2'NDT DFTON 7013 D219 2V IR A'nN 11ava (0,0 NiNY) 20T (AW
IT NAIXA P2TN? "X 1770 D'IN'O WYY 12 W'Y ‘D 'Ial INa

David said: There are three distinguishing marks of this nation, the Jewish people. They are merciful,
they are shamefaced, and they perform acts of kindness.

They are merciful, as it is written: “And He will give you mercy, and have mercy upon you and multiply
you” (Deuteronomy 13:18); not only will God have mercy upon you, but He will bestow the attribute of mercy
upon you.

They are shamefaced, as it is written: “And that His fear shall be upon your faces” (Exodus 20:17), and
the fear that is on one’s face is his shame.

They perform acts of kindness, as it is written: “For | have known him, to the end that he may command
his children and his household after him, that they may keep the way of the Lord, to practice righteousness
and justice” (Genesis 18:19), i.e., to perform acts of kindness.

Whoever has these three distinguishing marks is fit to cleave to this nation. Those who lack these
qualities, however, are unfit to be part of the Jewish people. When David saw the cruelty of the Gibeonites,
he decreed that they may never enter into the congregation of Israel.

Why are they wearing sacks and ropes?
10. Metzudos 20:31
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What does it mean that they rushed?
11. Malbim 20:33
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Was this the right thing to do?
12. Malbim 20:34
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13. Abarbanel 20:32

"N OX D DY KXY NN NN PRIY 1R M7 QXN L'WY X NN NRK TTN 2 T2V NAR ARNKT? NQTYUI MWK NNl
"7 N'N NTALLRID AR N DTV D2'WN TTN |2 OW Ynwwd (VnY!' D102 12T 2'WNY 2'IXN 1TD) ARNKI,TA7] 1IWR)

,0N "7 20T 1900 MKX7 TTN |2 'R N7WWD [NNWA NN XOD 7V ANNX NIFNA NN D L0720 K7W NN NIToNI NAWRNN
NN W' LRI AR TTN 2 TR AR X7 NINE.AWYUR MWK )TV 78 DN AWK 70 R0 TR 2T ARNR 'Y
"N 1N MY DN7NY XK'WY DN ORI ?RID IR DY DNYE?TTN 2 )TV NNRY INRNN 72 X7 NN 11220 Ni9d NN TN
JINR N7 IR ITAY DY VTN AT A0 ImNNn1 ey

NACH NOOK "7 Zign of

kov




The Curious Case of the Student Prophets (35-43)

MYI-DX N ,0°%°237 A0 TR w1 10 || 35 And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said unto his
Jman’ WK R0 X1 aa--mim 1272 | | fellow by the word of the LORD: ‘Smite me, I pray thee.' And the
man refused to smite him.

,M 5ip2 AUnY-X5 WX 7,1 mxn 15 || 36 Then said he unto him: 'Because thou hast not hearkened to
,DYX7 ;797 57K 79m ,nxn 1210 137 || the voice of the LORD, behold, as soon as thou art departed from
AN2M ,nMXD aNRYAN || me, a lion shall slay thee." And as soon as he was departed from
him, a lion found him; and slew him.

27 3X3 7120 MR ;0K W Xyon 19 || 37 Then he found another man, and said: '‘Smite me, I pray thee.’
.v¥m 120 ,w°Kk7 | | And the man smote him, smiting and wounding him.

;777-5Y 7515 Twn X023 ,79m N || 38 So the prophet departed, and waited for the king by the way,
2rp-5y noxa wannn | | and disguised himself with his headband over his eyes.

;72190-5X pryY XIM ;12 Ponrn ' v || 39 And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king; and he said:
WR-MIM ,mnona-11p2 XY 3720 X || Thy servant went out into the midst of the battle; and, behold, a
--TH7 WIRI-NX AW 10X WK DX Xan o || man turned aside, and brought a man unto me, and said: Keep
iX fWo1 nnA qwo i , TR TpRn-oX | | this man; if by any means he be missing, then shall thy life be for
5ipwn noa-123 | | his life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver.

PR KIM--MIM N30 1YY ,3720 1 n || 40 And as thy servant was busy here and there, he was gone.' And
nAX ,702WN 12 SXI-79m vox X || the king of Israel said unto him: 'So shall thy judgment be; thyself
.y | | hast decided it.'

(*5um) Syn ,7ox0-nx 1oM--nan Kn || 41 And he hastened, and took the headband away from his eyes;
NI D7X°2377 72 ,5X1W7 751 ik 19m ;0w | | and the king of Israel discerned him that he was of the prophets.

-NR ANPY W7 ,M MK 719 ,75% X1 an || 42 And he said unto him: "Thus saith the LORD: Because thou
;WD) NnA Wn1 nm--Tn ,mn-wx | | hast let go out of thy hand the man whom I had devoted to
Jny nnn 7nm | | destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people
for his people.’

,X27 5701 10 ,ia-5Y Sx1w-19m 19 an || 43 And the king of Israel went to his house sullen and displeased,
{n} .mymv || and came to Samaria. {P}

14. Radak 20:35
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Why is the prophet killed by a lion?
15. Abarbanel 20:35.
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16. Chida 20:35
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Why does he ask to get beaten a second time?
17. Radak 20:37
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What is the ruse of the soldier pretending to lose his charge?
18. Malbim 20:39
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What is an Afer?
19. Machberes Menachem, Letter Alef 117:2
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Patterns in the Perek

A Battle we have heard of before
20. Bereishis 31:41
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Then Laban spoke up and said to Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children are my children, and
the flocks are my flocks; all that you see is mine. Yet what can | do now about my daughters or the children
they have borne?

21. Bereishis 31:35
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For she said to her father, “Let not my lord take it amiss that | cannot rise before you, for the period of women
is upon me.” Thus he searched, but could not find the household idols.

Other Geopolitics
NACH NOOK "7ic Rign of Ak

Rabbi Ya'akov Trump

22. Encyclopedia.com “Aram-Damascus”
o (D alakr 2O 2 g
> % ) i

00 pm (Men and Women)
Wednesdays 10:00 am (Women)

| s
Passcode: yilctorah




This turn of fortune, underscored by the new threat of Assyria during the reigns of Assyrian kings Ashurnasirpa
ii and, especially, Shalmaneser iii, forced Ben-Hadad to reconstitute his army and his kingdom, reducing his
vassal states to the status of provinces (cf. i Kings 20:24—25). To meet the new menace, Ben-Hadad ii (the
Adad-Idri of Assyrian sources) joined in forming a league of 12 kings led by himself, the king of Hamath and
Ahab, king of Israel. In their first clash in 853 b.c.e. the allies met Shalmaneser iii at *Karkar in the land of
Hamath — Ben-Hadad with 20,000 infantry, 1,200 horses, and 1,200 chariots. This same coalition, apparently,
met Shalmaneser in battle again in 849, 848, and 845 b.c.e.
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