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Source 1: Noach
1. Bereishis 9:8-17

8And God said to Noah and to his sons with him, saying: 9"And
I, behold I am setting up My covenant with you and with your
seed after you.

10And with every living creature that is with you, among the
fowl, among the cattle, and among all the beasts of the earth with
you, of all those who came out of the ark, of all the living
creatures of the earth.

11And I will establish My covenant with you, and never again will
all flesh be cut off by the flood waters, and there will never again
be a flood to destroy the earth."

12And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant, which I am
placing between Me and between you, and between every living
soul that is with you, for everlasting generations. 13My rainbow I
have placed in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant
between Myself and the earth. 14And it shall come to pass, when
I cause clouds to come upon the earth, that the rainbow will
appear in the cloud.

15And I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and
between you and between every living creature among all flesh,
and the water will no longer become a flood to destroy all flesh.
16And the rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will see it, to
remember the everlasting covenant between God and between
every living creature among all flesh, which is on the earth."
17And God said to Noah: "This is the sign of the covenant that I
have set up, between Myself and between all flesh that is on the
earth."
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2. Bereishis Rabba 35:2
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Source 2: Yechezkel
3. Yechezkel 1:28
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Like the appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud on a rainy
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day, so was the appearance of the brightness round about; that was ,NIN--2220 m'-)p N7 2,0V
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord, and when T | -D¥ D3] NN ; "N-T122 MNT NN
saw, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice speaking. 227D 2P YRUR) 39

4. Talmud Bavli, Chagiga 16a

WHOSOEVER TAKES NO THOUGHT FOR THE HONOUR OF 12 MNP 2D Dy ON XOY DO
HIS MAKER, IT WERE A MERCY IF HE HAD NOT COME INTO XAN 20 ?XN XN D21YVD XA RO
THE WORLD. What does this mean? R. Abba said: It refers to one qor 21 ,N¥pPA HON0NN N NX
who looks at the rainbow. R. Joseph said: It refers to one who 2DNDN .ANDA N"Y MWD NFNR
commits transgression in secret. ‘One who looks at a rainbow’, for NXIND +'X SXprin+ 2'NDT - NYpRA
it is written: As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in 1D DZAN DM 2V N X NpPN
the day, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. NINT NXIN XN 220 NAIN RN
This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. NMad
R. Judah b. R. Nahmani, the speakerz4 of Resh Lakish expounded:
Anyone who looks at three things, his eyes become dim; at the MY 0MAT NS Hononn 9D
rainbow, and at the Prince,25 and at the priests. At the rainbow, .02ND ,X'w1 NY/p2a Nind
because it is written: As the appearance of the bow that is in the AWX NYPN NXIND 2MNDT - NYpA
cloud in the day of rain . . . This was the appearance of the mnT AR XN DPan 0ra ava i
likeness of the glory of the Lord.26 At the Prince, for it is written: 72TNA+ 2NOT - X1 ,'N 2D
And thou shalt put of thy honour upon him.27 One who looks at 22N0NN MY NN NNN +1"D
the priests — at the time when the Temple existed, when they oy ,0"p pIpnn nay nmn 0nind1l
stood upon their platform28 and blessed Israel with the 2RI NX 1272 11017 2V 1Y
Distinguished Name2g [of God] 250N 0va
Halacha
5. Talmud Bavli, Brochos 59a
R. Alexandri also said in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: One M9 12 YN 20 1K MTIDDYX 20 X
who sees the rainbow in the clouds should fall on his face, as | 1119 SV 719w "I¥ 12V N/PN NX NXNN
it says, As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud, WX NYPN NRIND +'X DXPIN'+ INKIY
and when I saw it I fell upon my face.16 In the West W0MH 119 DY HOXI NRIX A VA e
[Palestine] they cursed anyone who did this, because it looks TADT XNAD TNNT DN ,X27vNa NYY
as if he was bowing down to the rainbow; but he certainly 702N XN Q02N KTDINA DX LKNWPRH
makes a blessing. What blessing does he say? — ‘Blessed is 27 ,XIN XNMNN2 .NMAN 01 N1 -
He who remembers the Covenant’. In a Baraitha it was INIX RPN ]2 1IN 120 S 02 Hrvne,
taught: R. Ishmael the son of R. Johanan b. Beroka says: He :XHDD 27 MNX . NXKNA OMP1INMAA NX]
says: Who is faithful with his Covenant and fulfils his word. N™M2N 21 N2 1N™MANY 1NN 0%N
JONXNA 0OMP1 1NMAA AKX

Long Not Short
6. Netziv 91516 [R. Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin, b. Mir, Russia, 1816 -1893, Rosh Yeshiva
of Volozhin Yeshiva]
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mir,_Belarus
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Looking not Gazing
7. Avudraham, Birkas Hare'iyah [R. David ben R. Yosef Abudraham. 13" century, Spain He

might have been a student of R. Yaakov Ba'al Ha-Turim)]
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8. Shulchan Aruch, OC 2291 [R. Yosef'b. Ephraim Karo, born in Toledo Spain and died in
Safed, 1488-1575]
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How Much?
9. Teshuvos VeHanhagos 3:76 [R. Moshe Sternbach, UK, South Africa, Yerushalayim]
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How Often:

10. Sha’arei Teshuva, OC 2291
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Telling Others
1. Chayei Odom, Chelek 1, Klal 63:4 [R. Avraham Danzig, Danzig Poland, Dayan of Vilna,

1748-1820]
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How far does this go?
12. Chashukei Chemed, Brochos 59a
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Meaning of the Rainbow

Isn’t this a natural phenomena?
13. Physics Classroom, The Formation of the Rainbow,
http://www.physicsclassroom.com/class/refrn/Lesson-4/Rainbow-Formation

A rainbow is most often viewed as a circular arc in the sky. An observer on the ground observes a half-
circle of color with red being the color perceived on the outside or top of the bow. Those who are
fortunate enough to have seen a rainbow from an airplane in the sky may know that a rainbow can
actually be a complete circle. Observers on the ground only view the top half of the circle since the
bottom half of the circular arc is prevented by the presence of the ground (and the rather obvious fact that
suspended water droplets aren't present below ground). Yet observers in an airborne plane can often look
both upward and downward to view the complete circular bow.

The circle (or half-circle) results because there are a collection of suspended droplets in the atmosphere
that are capable concentrating the dispersed light at angles of deviation of 40-42 degrees relative to the
original path of light from the sun. These droplets actually form a circular arc, with each droplet within
the arc dispersing light and reflecting it back towards the observer. Every droplet within the arc is
refracting and dispersing the entire visible light spectrum (ROYGBIV). As described above, the red light
is refracted out of a droplet at steeper angles towards the ground than the blue light. Thus, when an
observer sights at a steeper angle with respect to the ground, droplets of water within this line of sight are
refracting the red light to the observer's eye. The blue light from these same droplets is directed at a less
steep angle and is directed along a trajectory that passes over the observer's head. Thus, it is the red light
that is seen when looking at the steeper angles relative to the ground. Similarly, when sighting at less
steep angles, droplets of water within this line of sight are directing blue light to the observer's eye while
the red light is directed downwards at a more steep angle towards the observer's feet. This discussion
explains why it is the red light that is observed at the top and on the outer perimeter of a rainbow and the
blue light that is observed on the bottom and the inner perimeter of the rainbow.
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http://www.physicsclassroom.com/class/refrn/Lesson-4/Rainbow-Formation
http://www.physicsclassroom.com/Class/refrn/U14L4b.cfm#p4

Rainbows are not limited to the dispersion of light by raindrops. The splashing of water at the base of a
waterfall caused a mist of water in the air that often results in the formation of rainbows. A backyard
water sprinkler is another common source of a rainbow. Bright sunlight, suspended droplets of water and
the proper angle of sighting are the three necessary components for viewing one of nature's most
splendid masterpieces.

Approach One: It Wasn’t a Normal Rainbow
14. Seforno, Bereishis 9:13 [R. Obadiah b"r Yaakov Seforno, Bologna Italy, 1480-1550]
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15. Yaaros Devash, Drush 12
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Approach Two: How and Why
16. Ramban, Bereishis 9:12 [R. Moshe b. Nachman, b. Gerona, Spain, d. Israel, 1194- 1270]

YI LC Rabbi Ya'akov Trump | 5



XY R 2IDY 0o 952 73,7120 NWRA M N MR W LAPRY 2217 *1377 PRI 1M PV 1nIKI
JWRD LIV 71091 IR” MR RPT,7IVA 7ONNY7 NWR DR 9K 23,19 131 2037 WD T YON01 WK, NWR IR
792 °NNI WK WP ,2IN07 WIDI 19917900 NWwRit 12 ANAWw 3711 TNwR 191171011 2IR” MWK D737 NIX DRT 0K
:02°1°21 °1°2 DI9W N°72 °3 POIXR MIRIRW 197 22w ,05°1°37 *3°2 112 NIRY ARYAY 777 01°7 1 7°00 AR°I27 01N

17. Torah Shebichtav, Migdal Oz, Hagag [R. Yeshaya Horovitz HaLevi - Shla Hakadosh,
1565-1630, Prague- Tzfat]
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Why is the rainbow the sign for this?

Approach One: Battle Symbol

18. Ramban, Bereishis 9:12
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Approach Two: Fire and Water

19. Chizkuni, Bereishis 9:13
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Approach Three: Connection to the Divine

20. Chizkuni, Bereishis 9:13
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