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NEW SIDDUR 
CAMPAIGN
BRS is excited to roll out our new RCA Siddur, 
which Rabbi Goldberg discussed in his blog a few 
weeks ago, on Shabbat Chanukah. If you would 
like to sponsor one of these Siddurim in memory 
or in honor of someone, now is your chance. The 
cost to sponsor a Siddur is $50.

If you would like to donate a Siddur, please go to 
www.brsonline.org/siddur

If you have any questions, please contact Gloria in the Shul office at Gloria@
brsonline.org

This Tuesday, November 27 at 7:30 pm 
 Rabbi rael blumenthal

Rabbinic Martyrs of the Holocaust

• How did Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Bloch become the youngest Rosh Yeshiva 
and Rabbi of Telz?

• What was the famed "Telzer Derech” in learning?
• How did Telz survive the Holocaust?
• Hear the tragic story of the destruction of this great Lithuanian Yeshiva, and it’s 

legacy

This week… Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Bloch
Rosh Yeshiva of Telz

1891-1941

World Once WasThatThe

Sponsored by Simcha & Debbie Firestone in loving memory of Joanne Epstein

Last weeks class on "BRS Rabbinic Martys of the Holocaust” can be found on YUTorah.org
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xvi

The Legacy

A Word about Language

This book is written with numerous Hebrew words, as many of its readers are 
likely to appreciate this familiar terminology. A glossary of Hebrew terms 
and basic Jewish concepts, as well as a glossary of personalities, can be found 
after the last chapter. Please avail yourself of it liberally. 

Rabbi Mordechai Katz, Rabbi Aharon Kotler and Rabbi Yitzchak Ruderman at the 
opening of new Telz building in Wickliffe Ohio, 1955, accompanied by then-Telz yeshiva 
students, Rabbi Avraham Tanzer and Rabbi Azriel Chaim Goldfein

Introduction
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Part One: The Founding and History of Telz Yeshiva

In 1875, Rabbis Meir Atlas, Zvi Yaakov Oppenheim and Shlomo Zalman Abel had 
founded the Telz Yeshiva. 
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Rabbi Eliezer Gordon - First Rosh Yeshiva 
1841–1910

Talmid of Rabbi Yisrael Salanter (father of the 
Mussar movement), who encouraged him to go 
into chinuch. 
Supported by his father-on-law for the first few 
years of marriage. 

1883: Appointed Rav of Telshe 
1884: Appointed Rosh Yeshiva 

Innovations: 
1. Shiurim for various levels of students 
2. Rishonim-centered approach to learning 
3. Encouraging of Mussar study (not a formal 

seder… yet…) 

Staff of the Yeshiva: 
Rabbi Eliezer Gordon 
Rabbi Yosef Leib Bloch 
Rabbi Shimon Shkop 
Rabbi Chaim Rabinowitz ("Reb Chaim Telzer”)

Rabbi Yosef Leib Bloch - Second Rosh Yeshiva 
1960–1930

Son-in-law and Talmid of R’ Leizer Gordon 

Pioneered an innovative methodology in both 
Halacha and Mussar 

Innovations: 
1910: Appointed Rav of Telshe and Rosh Yeshiva 
1920: Established in primary schools for both 
boys and girls 
1920: Added a mechina ("preparatory school" ) 
with secular studies 
1922: Founding of a Kollel (Rabbi Chaim 
Mordechai Katz, was the Rosh Kollel) 
1925: The Yavneh School for the Training of 
Teachers 
1927: Girls High School 
1930: Women’s Teaching Training School 

Has three sons: Zalman, Avraham Yitzchak and 
Elya Meir. Son in law: Chaim Mordechai Katz 
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Son and Talmid of Rabbi Yosef Leib 
Bloch 

Pioneered an innovative methodology in 
both Halacha and Mussar 

1920: At the age of 30, he was appointed 
to be a Rosh Yeshiva together with his 
father and Rabbi Chaim Telzer 
1930: Appointed Rav and Rosh Yeshiva 
1931: Expanding Telz outwards: 
committee for the furtherance of Jewish 
education 
1933: Built a new mechina building / 
gymnasium 

Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Bloch - Third Rosh Yeshiva 
1890–1941
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Part Two: Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak

As a teacher:

The talmidim were already sitting in their places, ready and waiting to hear the shiur. The side door 
opens. With barely a sound, the Rosh Yeshiva enters. His tie loose, his face radiant and bathed in 
sweat from the intense toil and effort which he had just exerted in preparation for the shiur. He sits 
in his place without looking up at those seated before him. He begins to present his deep shiur. He 
himself is in a faraway world, completely devoted to give over Torah in all its purity – the truth of 
Torah. The shiur is illuminating and sweet, the depth of the sugya flows from his mind and heart 
and enters the hearts of the listeners. Soon the talmidim begin bombarding the Rosh Yeshiva with 
questions. Slowly, he begins to take note of his surroundings. He comes down to the level of his 
beloved students and discusses the sugya with them. 

In the summer months he would invite the older students to his home towards the end of Shabbos. 
There they would sit together pouring their hearts out before Hashem in song. Afterwards, the 
students would ask him any question that they had on the weekly parsha. Following the questions, 
he would speak. Even though that speech was not directly connected to the preceding questions, 
in light of his words, all the questions would fall away, having been answered. These exalted 
moments and the pure and sweet tefillas Maariv that followed gave the students the spiritual 
energy to face the week ahead. The spiritual bond that was forged between rov and talmid was a 
bond that remained for the rest of their lives. 
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As a Rebbe… and Talmid
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Part Three: Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak’s Torah/Personality

Shiurei Daas RAY”B pg. 67-68

Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Bloch taught that tiferes should permeate every aspect of how one 
exercises control over his time, conduct, and appearance. Tiferes manifests in a neat, dignified, and 
elegant physical appearance, which also reflects a moral beauty and refinement that brings glory 
to God and His Torah. Tiferes is even revealed in the way one thinks about the world. The main 
difference between animals and mankind is that animals function in the world through instinct 
and automatic natural reflexes; but human beings can exercise control over their actions and 
thoughts. Human beings have this ability, and the more developed it is, the more elevated the 
person. Tiferes, therefore, involves living with the highest levels of control over one’s thoughts and 
actions. When such control is always in operation, a person will naturally be slow to anger and of 
even temperament. His middos will shine. In particular, he will display the middah of mesinus – 
literally translated as patience, but on a deeper level, it means inner tranquility and control, as 
opposed to frenzied, instinctual reactions, which can have negative consequences. Anger is one of 
the worst middos, according to the Gemara. The Rambam who advocates the middle path on all 
areas of character, makes an exception of anger and arrogance. One must go to the opposite 
extreme to avoid anger and arrogance at all costs. 

Wein, Berel; Goldstein, Warren. The Legacy:Teachings for Life from the Great Lithuanian Rabbis 
(Kindle Locations 1108-1119). The Toby Press, LLC. Kindle Edition. 
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Teshuva to Rav Schwab regarding secular studies

The Torah mandate is to be very careful with one’s appearance, conduct, and 
manner of engaging with people so that one never brings God or His Torah into 
disrepute. This applies even to the way one performs mitzvos. The Mesilas 
Yesharim, by Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, (Ramchal) says that even when doing 
a mitzvah, a person must be careful not to cause people to mock Torah, thereby 
causing a Chillul Hashem. Obviously, when a person fulfills the basic requirements 
of halachah, he must proceed regardless of ridicule. But if a person observes a 
chumrah (stringency) that causes ridicule of the Torah, the Ramchal says that he is 
held responsible for the Chillul Hashem he caused. 

Wein, Berel; Goldstein, Warren. The Legacy:Teachings for Life from the Great 
Lithuanian Rabbis (Kindle Locations 1080-1086). The Toby Press, LLC. Kindle Edition. 

Chumrah and Halacha
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Shiurei Daas RYL”B, Nishmas HaTorah (New Edition) pg 2002
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Rav Elya Meir’s description of his brother, Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak:

Part Four: The Destruction of Telz
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An Eye Witness Account of the End of Telshe…
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Part Five: A Bittersweet Resurrection 

Rav Elya Meir Rav Mottel Katz


