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Timely Torah, Erev Sukkos, September 23rd, 5779 

Sunlight & Starlight 
1. Mishna, Sukkah 2:2 – thick Sukkos are fine. 

 ןיאֵשֶׁ יפִּ לעַ ףאַ ,תִיבַּ ןימִכְ הבָּעֻמְהַ .הרָשֵׁכְּ ,הּתָמָּחַמֵ הבָּרֻמְ הּתָלָּצִּשֶׁוְ ,תלֶלֶבְדֻמְהַ הכָּסֻ
 :הרָשֵׁכְּ ,הּכָוֹתּמִ םיאִרְִנ םיבִכָוֹכּהַ

A sukkah that is thinning, and that its shade [i.e. the area below the covered parts of 
the sekhakh] is greater than its sun, is valid. (A sukkah) that [its sekhakh] is dense like 
[the roof of] a house, even though the stars are not visible through it, it is valid. 

2. Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 22b 

 ןיא הרשכ הכותמ ןיארנ םיבכוכה ןיאש פ"עא תיב ןימכ הבועמה ר"ת :תיב ןימכ הבועמ
 :ןירישכמ ללה תיבו ןילסופ יאמש תיב הכותמ ןיארנ המח יבכוכ

The mishna continues: A sukka whose roofing is thick like a type of house is fit. The Sages 
taught in a baraita: With regard to a sukka whose roofing is thick like a type of house, 
although it is so dense that the stars are not visible from within it, the sukka is 
fit.However, if it is so thick that the rays of the sun arealso not visible from within it, 
Beit Shammai deem the sukka unfit and Beit Hillel deem it fit. 

Starlight and Raindrops: 

The Balance of Sukkos 
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Lehalacha 
3. Shulchan Aruch 631:3  

 

Raindrops 
4. Mishna, Sukkah 2:9 

 ,תוֹנּפַלְ רתָּמֻ יתַמָיאֵמֵ ,םימִשָׁגְ וּדרְָי .יארַעֲ וֹתיבֵוּ עבַקֶ וֹתכָּסֻ השֶׂוֹע םדָאָ םימִָיּהַ תעַבְשִׁ לכָּ
 וֹל ךְפַשָׁוְ ,וֹבּרַלְ סוֹכּ גוֹזמְלִ אבָּשֶׁ דבֶעֶלְ ,המֶוֹדּ רבָדָּהַ המָלְ ,לשָׁמָ וּלשְׁמָ .הפָּקְמִּהַ חרַסְתִּשֶּׁמִ
 :ויָנפָּ לעַ ןוֹתיקִ

During the whole seven days [of the festival] one makes his sukkah [his] permanent [dwelling], 
and his house [a] temporary [dwelling]. If rains fell, starting when is one permitted to clear out 
[of the sukkah]? When a stiff dish [of food] would be spoiled. They [the elders] illustrate this 
with a parable: To what can this matter be compared? To a slave who came to pour a goblet for 
his master, and he [the master] poured a bowl-full [of water] in his face. 

5. Mishna, Taanis 1:1 

 עַשֻׁוֹהְי יבִּרַ .גחָ לשֶׁ ןוֹשׁארִהָ בוֹט םוֹיּמִ ,רמֵוֹא רֶזעֶילִאֱ יבִּרַ .םימִשָׁגְּ תוֹרוּבגְּ ןירִיכְִּזמַ יתַמָיאֵמֵ
 ןמַיסִ אלָּאֶ םימִשָׁגְּהַ ןיאֵוְ ליאִוֹה .עַשֻׁוֹהְי יבִּרַ וֹל רמַאָ .גחָ לשֶׁ ןוֹרחֲאַהָ בוֹט םוֹיּמִ ,רמֵוֹא
 ריכְִּזהַלְ אלָּאֶ ,לוֹאשְׁלִ יתִּרְמַאָ אלֹ יִנאֲ ףאַ ,רֶזעֶילִאֱ יבִּרַ וֹל רמַאָ .ריכְִּזמַ המָּלָ ,גחָבֶּ הלָלָקְ
 :ריכְִּזמַ אהְֵי םלָוֹעלְ ,ןכֵּ םאִ ,וֹל רמַאָ .וֹתָנוֹעבְּ םשֶׁגֶּהַ דירִוֹמוּ חַוּרהָ בישִּׁמַ

From what time is the mention of God's power, as manifested in the descent of rain, to be 
commenced [in the prayers]? R. Eleazar says from the first day of tabernacles; R. Joshua says 
from the last day of that festival: for said R. Joshua to [R. Eleazar], "Since the descent of 
rain on the festival of tabernacles is to be considered an unpropitious event, 1 why 
should it be mentioned [in the prayers]?" To this R. Eleazar answered, "I also am not of opinion 
that they should be prayed for, but only that they should be mentioned with the words, 'Thou 
causedst the wind to blow, and the rain to descend in its proper time.'" "If so," replied R. Joshua, 
"this mention might be made at all seasons of the year." 
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6. Hago’os Maimonios, Sukkah 5:sk 9  

 

7. Rosh, Sukkah I, Siman 12 

 

LeHalacha 
8. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 134:2  

 ידְֵי לעַ םירִגָּסְִנוְ םיחִתָּפְִנּשֶׁ ,תוֹגּגַ םעִ הָיוּנבְּ הכָּסֻ וֹל הֶיהְתִּשֶׁ וֹל הוָצְמִ ,תגֶשֶּׂמַ וֹדָישֶׁ ימִוּ
 ,בוּגָנ אוּה ךְכָסְּהַוְ ,תוֹגּגַּהַ םיחִתָּפְִנ ,םימִשָׁגְּהַ וּקסְפָּשֶׁכְוּ ,םימִשָׁגְּהַ תעַשְׁבִּ םרָגְסָלְ ,םירִיצִ
 .יוּארָכָּ הכָּסֻ תוַצְמִ םֵיקַלְ לוֹכָיוְ

If you can afford it, it is a mitzvah to build a sukkah with a roof, that can open and close on 
hinges, so that you can close it when it rains; and when the rain is over, you can open it again. 
This way, the sechach is kept dry, and you can fulfill the mitzvah of sukkah properly. 

The ‘Antwerp’ Sukkah 
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9. Halichos Shlomo, Rav Shlomo Zalman  

 

10. Shevet Halevi, VII:60 

 

The Machshava 
11. Eishel Avraham, OC 631:sk 2 
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12. R. Shimshon Rephael Hirsch, Bamidbar 29:13 

 

 

 


