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Timely Torah, Erev Sukkos, September 23, 5779

Sunlight & Starlight
1. Mishna, Sukkah 2:2 — thick Sukkos are fine.
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A sukkah that is thinning, and that its shade [i.e. the area below the covered parts of

the sekhakh] is greater than its sun, is valid. (A sukkah) that [its sekhakh] is dense like
[the roof of] a house, even though the stars are not visible through it, it is valid.

2. Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 22b
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The mishna continues: A sukka whose roofing is thick like a type of house is fit. The Sages
taught in a baraita: With regard to a sukka whose roofing is thick like a type of house,
although it is so dense that the stars are not visible from within it, the sukka is
fit.However, if it is so thick that the rays of the sun arealso not visible from within it,
Beit Shammai deem the sukka unfit and Beit Hillel deem it fit.



Lehalacha
3. Shulchan Aruch 631:3
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Raindrops
4. Mishna, Sukkah 2:9
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During the whole seven days [of the festival] one makes his sukkah [his] permanent [dwelling],
and his house [a] temporary [dwelling]. If rains fell, starting when is one permitted to clear out
[of the sukkah]? When a stiff dish [of food] would be spoiled. They [the elders] illustrate this
with a parable: To what can this matter be compared? To a slave who came to pour a goblet for
his master, and he [the master] poured a bowl-full [of water] in his face.

5. Mishna, Taanis 1:1
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From what time is the mention of God's power, as manifested in the descent of rain, to be
commenced [in the prayers]? R. Eleazar says from the first day of tabernacles; R. Joshua says
from the last day of that festival: for said R. Joshua to [R. Eleazar], "Since the descent of
rain on the festival of tabernacles is to be considered an unpropitious event, 1 why
should it be mentioned [in the prayers]?" To this R. Eleazar answered, "I also am not of opinion
that they should be prayed for, but only that they should be mentioned with the words, "Thou
causedst the wind to blow, and the rain to descend in its proper time." "If so," replied R. Joshua,
"this mention might be made at all seasons of the year."



6. Hago'os Maimonios, Sukkah 5:sk 9
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7. Rosh, Sukkah I, Siman 12
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LeHalacha
8. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 134:2
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If you can afford it, it is a mitzvah to build a sukkah with a roof, that can open and close on

hinges, so that you can close it when it rains; and when the rain is over, you can open it again.
This way, the sechach is kept dry, and you can fulfill the mitzvah of sukkah properly.

The ‘Antwerp” Sukkah
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9. Halichos Shlomo, Rav Shlomo Zalman
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10. Shevet Halevi, VII:60
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The Machshava
11. Eishel Avroham, OC 631:sk 2
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12. R. Shimshon Rephael Hirsch, Bamidbar 29:13

Moreover, we would venture to express the following idea: Yechezkel
(Yechezkel 38, 39) describes the final wars that the nations will wage
against God and against His workings, and the leader who wages these
wars is called “a.” It is not implausible to suggest that a1 stems from
the root 33 and therefore denotes the formation of a roof. 33, then, is
the opposite of the sukkah, for the sukkah is unstable, weak roofing which
is not installed by a craftsman. Indeed, the whole content of the world
history of man is capsulized by this contrast. One erroneous notion leads
mankind astray. Just as people have the power to put up “pip7,” strongly
built artificial walls, to enclose their own sphere and safeguard it against
their fellow earthly creatures, so they imagine that they should secure
themselves against Heaven, against God and the effects of His power to
direct matters. They think that they should take their fate into their own
hands and protect themselves by their own power, and thus crown the
building of human greatness with a gabled roof, rendering them inde-
pendent of God. This is the struggle of the “a3” against the “n>w.” In the
“roof-delusion” of human greatness, man will find no rest, whereas the
truth of the sukkah teaches man to cheerfully rely on God’s protection.
World history begins with the building of the Tower and ends with the
building of the sukkah. The builders of the Tower worshipped human
power and sought to conquer heaven; the builders of the sukkah will
render homage to God and rejoice in their lives on earth (cf. Commentary
above, 11:29).



