
Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 1 

Rabbi, please start talking issues: The 
role of religion in complex times 

This shiur is kindly sponsored by Jack and Barbara Segal  in honor of the yahrzeits 
of Jack’s sister, Sima bat Alexander Zisha HaLevi, and Barbara’s father Yosef Meir 

ben Mordechai HaLevi. 
 
 

 

Rabbis and Politics 
1. “Dear Rabbi, Please Stop Talking Politics from the Pulpit”, September 5, 20191 

Rabbi, I think you’re great. I love it when you talk about Torah, when you introduce me to the spiritual 
insights of past generations, when you invoke the values of our ancient tradition. I even like hearing you 
make the appeals on Yom Kippur and the various Mazel Tov announcements. But when you talk about 
politics, I wish you would just sit down and shut up. 

I know you’re a learned person, and I respect your intelligence and insight. You spent many years poring 
over the holy books. But when you veer away from the Torah and into politics, you’re an am-ha’aretz [boor]. 
You are uniquely ill-informed and, forgive me, totally wrong. 

Let’s start with something really basic: Do you actually think that everyone in your congregation votes like 
you? Seriously? Since when has that happened in Jewish history? We’ve always been “two Jews, three 
opinions.” Any given shul, no matter how liberal, will certainly have a number of conservatives in the pews; 
and the smallest right-wing shtiebel will shelter a few lefties. Are you trying to drive us out of shul? 

Certainly, we need to be sensitized to our connection to Israel. Thank you for reminding us that it’s a tiny 
Jewish island in a sea of hostile-to-belligerent Arab neighbors. We really appreciate your encouraging us to 
come together as a people to support those who bravely protect Israeli citizens from harm, and mourn the 
innocent victims of terrorism. Thank you for demanding that we uphold our moral obligation to support 
our fellow Jews, our extended mishpachah, wherever they may live. We depend on you to always keep the 
prophetic imperative alive in our congregation, helping us remember that that we have responsibilities to 
the larger society in which we live. 

But when you invoke the latest tragedy to support your interpretation of how I should vote, I want to stand 
up and stomp out of the sanctuary in protest. And you know that I sit in the front row, so no one will 
mistake why I’m leaving. 

 
1 https://forward.com/life/faith/430653/dear-rabbi-please-stop-talking-politics-from-the-
pulpit/  
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Rabbi, I’m writing this under a pseudonym because I don’t want to embarass you. I really care for you and 
am aware of all the wonderful things you do for our community. You visit the sick, you comfort the 
bereaved, you counsel the distressed, and you inspire us to become more connected to our tradition. You 
help me become a better person, and that’s why I love coming to shul. 

But if you utter one more word about how you want me to vote, I won’t come back to shul. 

And how is it a good thing for you to alienate dedicated members of the shul like me? We will just end up 
going to another congregation where people think just like us, further contributing to the polarization of 
the Jewish people, the very same baseless hatred that has historically plagued us since the destruction of the 
Temple two thousand years ago. 

So, rabbi: if you want to teach us Torah, if you want to sensitize us to become better Jews, even if you want 
to give us a little mussar [rebuke] — let’s have it. 

But please, leave your personal political opinions outside. We need more space where we can focus on what 
brings us together as a people - not what drives us apart. 

Ploni Almoni, a pseudonym for an active member of an Orthodox Jewish synagogue, knows a lot more about politics than the 
rabbi. 

Pitfall #1: The Fiddler on the Roof Rabbi 
 

 

Pitfall #2: Issues not Politics 
2. Responsa, Radvaz 965(530), Chelek 3 
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3. Upright Torah, Rabbi Dr 
Norman Lamm – Drasha 
Pekudei 1965 

 
 

Is there Neutral Ground? 
4. Chovos Halevovos, Shaar Avodas Elokim, Perek 4 

 םתוא ןחביו הזה לקשמב םתושע םדוק וישעמ תא לקושש ימ ליכשמהו ער לאו בוט לא םדא ינב ישעמ וקלחנ הנהו
 יכרד יתבשח (טיק םש) םולשה וילע דוד רמאש המכ ותלוז בוזעיו םהמ בוטב רחבי ותרכה חכו הבוטה ותבשחמב
  .ךיתוצמ רומשל יתהמהמתה אלו יתשח ךיתודע לא ילגר הבישאו

Hence, human actions fall into the categories of good and bad. The intelligent person is one 
who weighs his actions before he does them, as is here set forth, examines them carefully with 
his mind and recognition, chooses what is good among them and abandons what is not good, 
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as David, peace be unto him, said: "I thought on my ways and turned my feet unto Your 
testimonies. I made haste and did not delay to keep Your commandments" (Tehilim 119:59-
60). 

 איבי םיהלאה השעמ לכ תא יכ( בי תלהק) םכחה רמאש המ םיערהו םיבוטה םישעמהמ ונרכזש המ רורב לע היארהו
 חבושמה ןינעמ ונרכזש המ אוהו ערו בוט תחת םלכ םישעמה סינכה הנהו .ער םאו בוט םא םלענ לכ לע טפשמב
  הנוגמהו

That this division of deeds into good and evil is correct is proved in the wise man's statement: 
"For G-d will bring every deed into judgment with every secret thing, whether it be good or 
evil" (Koheles 12:14). The sage thus places all actions under two categories, good and bad; 
this coinciding with what we call praiseworthy and reprehensible. 

 
5. Ein Aya, Brachos, Siman 4 

 

 
6. Devarim 6:18 

  ׃�יתֶֽבֹאֲלַ הוָ֖היְ עבַּ֥שְׁנִ־רשֶׁאֲ הבָ֔טֹּהַ ץרֶאָ֣הָ־תאֶ תָּ֙שְׁרַ יָֽוְ תָאבָ֗וּ ~לָ֔ בטַייִ֣ ן֙עַמַ֙לְ הוָ֑היְ ינֵ֣יעֵבְּ בוֹטּ֖הַוְ רשָׁ֥יָּהַ תָישִׂ֛עָוְ

Do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may go well with you and that you 
may be able to possess the good land that the LORD your God promised on oath to your fathers,  

7. Ramban, ad loc. 
 רשיהו בוטה תושעל ןתיישעב ןיוכתו ויתוקחו ויתודעו םשה תוצמ ורמשת רמאי טשפה ךרד לע 'ה יניעב בוטהו רשיה תישעו
  םתובלב םירשילו םיבוטל ביטמ םשה יכ ךל בטיי ויניעב בוטה ךתושעב יכ רמאי החטבה ךל בטיי ןעמל ו דבלב ויניעב
 רשא ויתודעו ויתוקח רומשתש רמא הלחתמ יכ הזב הנווכהו ןידה תרושמ םינפלו הרשפ וז ורמא הפי שרדמ הזב וניתוברלו
  רשיהו בוטה בהוא אוה יכ ויניעב רשיהו בוטה תושעל ךתעד ןת ךוצ אל רשאב םג רמאי התעו ךוצ
 םלכ תונידמהו בושיה ינוקתו ונתמו ואשמ לכו ויערו וינכש םע םדאה תוגהנה לכ הרותב ריכזהל רשפא יאש יפל לודג ןינע הזו
 ךער םד לע דומעת אלו )חי קוספ םש( רוטת אלו םוקת אל (זט טי ארקיו )ליכר ךלת אל ןוגכ הברה םהמ ריכזהש ירחא לבא
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 השעיש ללכ ךרדב רמול רזח ןהב אצויכו )בל קוספ םש( םוקת הביש ינפמ )די קוספ םש( שרח ללקת אל )זט קוספ םש(
 המ וליפאו (חק מ"ב )ארצמ רבד אנידב וריכזהש המ ןוגכו ןידה תרושמ םינפלו הרשפה הזב סנכיש דע רבד לכב רשיהו בוטה
 :רשיו םת ןינע לכב ארקיש דע תוירבה םע תחנב ורובדו האנ וקרפ (ופ אמוי )ורמאש
 

(18) And do right and good in the eyes of the Lord. The contextual meaning of this verse is, keep 
God's commandments, testimonies, and laws, and prepare them to do what is good and right in 
God's eyes alone. And for "it may go well with you," (Deuteronomy 6:18b) it is a promise. It says, 
that by doing what is good in God's eyes it will be good for you, because God brings what is good to 
those who are good and right in their hearts. And our Rabbis in the beautiful midrash (BK 100a) 
said: This refers to a compromise, acting beyond the strict demands of the law. And the intention of 
this is that from the beginning God said to keep God's commandments, testimonies, and laws as 
God has commanded them. And now, it says: even regarding what God did not command, pay 
attention to do what is good and right in God's eyes, because God loves goodness and 
righteousness. And it is important because it is impossible to mention in the Torah (what should be) 
everyone's conduct; with their neighbors and friends, in any business matter, and regarding 
ordinances of any town or country, because the Torah already mentions many of these laws, such as: 
"Do not gossip" (Leviticus 19:16); "You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge" (Leviticus 19:18); 
"You shall not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor" (Leviticus 19:16); "You shall not insult the 
deaf" (Leviticus 19:14); "You shall rise before the aged" (Leviticus 19:32), etc. Once more for 
emphasis, generally one should do what is good and right regarding everything, including 
compromise, acting beyond the strict demands of the law. - (Other examples of that can be found in 
rabbinic literature) like what was mentioned regarding "the law of one whose field borders the field 
of his neighbor" (BM 108a); and even what they said, (Regarding the depiction of the worthy prayer 
leader) “and his youth was becoming and he is humble and accepted by the people,” (Taanit 16a); 
and "he does not speak pleasantly with other people" (Ioma 86a) - until one reads about all matters 
of honesty and integrity. 

Consulting on non-Torah Topics 
 

8. Igros HaKodesh, perek 22  
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9. Meeri, Avos 6:1 

 
  
 
 
 

The Place of Rabbonim 
10. Daas Torah, Jewish Observer, 1994, Rabbi Berel Wein 

 

 

11. Hesped for Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski, September 1940, Hapardes, Rav Yosef Dov 
Soloveitchik 
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