FREEDOM AND SERVITUDE:
THE DIALECTIC OF THE PESACH SEDER

Jacob J. Schacter

Congregation Rinat Yisrael

April 7,2016

/:g s N PP RNy c:‘i‘\j'a')"/

136

HERB 1S [EATEN] BECAUSE THE EGYPTIANS EMBITTERED
THE LIVES OF OUR PATHERS IN EGYPT, AS IT IS SAID, AND
THEY MADE THEIR LIVES BITTER etc.’ IN EVERY GENER-
ATION A MAN 1S BOUND TO REGARD HIMSELF AS THOUGH
HE PERSONALLY HAD GONE FORTH FROM EGYPT, BECAUSE
IT IS SAID, AND THOU SHALT TELL THY SON IN THAT
DAY, SAYING: IT IS BECAUSE OF THAT WHICH THE
LORD DID FOR ME WHEN 1 CAME FORTH.OUT OF
EGYPT.S THEREFORE IT IS OUR DUTY TO THANK, PRAISE,
LAUD, GLORIFY, EXALT, HONOUR, BLESS, EXTOL, AND ADORE
HIM WHO WROUGHT ALL THESE MIRACLES FOR OUR FATHERS
AND OURSELVES; HE BROUGHT US FORTH FROM BONDAGE
INTO FREEDOM, PROM SORROW INTO [OY, FROM MOURNING
INTO PESTIVITY, PROM DARKNESS INTO GREAT LIGHT, AND
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IN EVERY GENERATION, ope ought
to regard himself as though he
bhad personally come out of
Egypt. As it is said: “And thou
shalt tell thy son on that day, say-
ing; This is on account of what
the Lord did for me when I went
forth from Egypt.” Not only our
forefathers did the Holy One,
blessed is He, redeem, but also
ourselves did He redeem with
them. As it is said: “And us did
He take out from there, in order
to bring us hither, to give us the
land which he had sworn unto
our fathers.”

" R. ELEAZAR SON OF R. ZADOK SAID: IT IS A RELIGIOUS
REQUIREMENT. Why is it a religious requirement? R. Levi said:
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In memory of the appletree;® R. Johanan said: In memory of
the clay.s Abaye observed: Thercfore one must mzke it acrid
and thicken it: make it acrid, in memory of the apple-tree; and
thicken it, in memory of the clay. It was taught in accordance
with R. Johanan: The condiments© are in memory of the straw; '*
[and] the haroseth [itself] is a reminder of the clay. R. Eleazar
son of R. Zadok said: Thus did the grocers'® cry, ‘Come and
buy ingredients for your religious requirements '
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R. 'Awira expounded: As the reward for the righteous women
who lived in that generation were the Israelites delivered from
Egypt. When they went to draw water, the Holy One, blessed be
He, arranged that small fishes should enter their pitchers, which
they drew up half full of water and half full of fishes. They then set
two pots on the fire, one for hot water and the other for the fish,
which they carried to their husbands in the field, and washed,
anointed, fed, gave them to drink and had intercourse with them
among the sheepfolds, as it is said, When ye lie among the sheepfolds
etc.5 Asthereward for 'When ye lie among the sheepfolds', the [sraelites
merited the spoliation of the Egyptians, as it is said, As the wings
of a dove covered with silver, and her pinions with yellow gold." After the
women had conceived they returned to their homes; and when the
time of childbirth arrived, they went and were delivered in the
field beneath the apple-tree, as it is said, Under the apple-tree I caused
thee to come forth [from thy mother's womb)] etc.? The Holy One,
blessed be He, sent down someone from the high heavens who
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‘R. Judah said: It must possess the taste and appearance of
wine.’ Said Raba, What is R. Judah's reason? Because it is written,
Look not thou upon the wine when it is gélJ

Our Rabbis taught: All are bound to [drink] the four cups,
men, women, and children. Said R. Judah: Of what benefit then
is wine to children? But we distribute to them



He points to the bitter herd. AL say:

Tiuns Bitter Herswhich we eat,
what reason has it?—The Egyp-
tians embittered the lives of our
forefathers in Egypt. As it is
said: “And they embittered their
lives with hard lahor at clay and
bricks, and at all manner of toil
in the field: all the servitude
which they made them serve at
racking labors.”
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Uncover the Matzoth, lift the ceremonial
plate, and say aloud:
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